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DIRECT COMMUNICATION 


WITH TRADERS. 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Devetor- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enyuiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or writing 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects. Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
‘Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
{Statistics ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations con- 
cerning Commercial Traveilers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
etc., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

One of the aims of the Department of Overseas Trade is 
to bring its Overseas Services into close personal touch with 
business men, and British firms when sending representa- 
tives abroad are recommended to instruct them to call on 
His Majesty’s Consular Officers in the countries they visit, 
and on the Commercial Diplomatic Officer in the capital of 
each country and, in the case of the Dominions, on His 
Maiesty’s Trade Commissioners. 

Samples of foreign’ competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Over 60,000 samples of goods of Foreign manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 























foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department at 3, Guildhall Courtyard, E.C., and are 
now available for the inspection of British manufacturers. 

The BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, opened on 
Monday, 23rd February, at the Crystal Palace, Birmingham 
and Glasgow, and closed on Friday, 5th March. The Office 
dealing with Fair matters is at 35, Old Queen Street, 
S.W. 1, to which address all enquiries should be made. 

In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with Foreign methods of 
advertising (including German and Austrian), the Board of 
Trade have collected over 13,000 Foreign Trade Catalogues, 
and these may be inspected by British manufacturers at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Inielli- 
gence), 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 35, 
Old Queen Street, London S.W. 1. 














OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad hefore 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private ard confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 

The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
It is not open to non-British traders. 

Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 

Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register shold communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
re ae Intelligence), 78, Basinghall Street, 

onaon, £.v. 4. 





FORM K. 


14.M. Consular Offcers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the commercial 





and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
European references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 


form, which is known as Form K. 


In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form K’’ system of information, a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL. 

A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and British 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 

1. The Department collects and edits the informatiun. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 
That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘Form K,” 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. | 

The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street, London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. 








1920. 


—— 


ae 


oms of 
nd are 
turers, 
ied on 
ngham 
Office 
Street, 
le. 

oppor- 
ods of 
ard of 
logues, 
at the 
[ntelli- 


log. ues 
re. and 
of any 
index 
Ts on 
nt of 
sasing- 


Over- 
ld be 
ant of 
), 


al and 
ms of 
ild be 
cribed 


; from 
tion is 


nt of 
Sritish 
being 


ation. 
on. 


1 to— 


their 
n K,” 
those 
oiding 


h the 
‘orma- 
ve the 
|. At 
- firms 
amber 
s (39, 
bodies 








to 
~] 


May : 


, 1920. THE BOARD OF 


TRADE JOURNAL. 701 








Che 


Board of Trade Fournal 


COMMERCIAL GAZETTE. 





AND 














[Crown Copyright Reserved. 
Extracts may be published if the 
source be duly acknowledged. 








“Vor. CIV. (sais.) “No. 1226.] 


MAY 277TH, 1920, 


_ [Price SIXPENCE Net. 











—_—_ 


CONTENTS. 


PAGE 


fH& BOARD OF TRADE .. - -s JO2<-3 
Coal: Weekly Output. 
Profiteering Act Department: Central Committee. 
Non-Ferrous Mines; Report of Departmental Committee, 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEASTRADE .. - os 703 
United Kinglom Manufacturers’ Catalogues Wanted 
Fire Fighting Equipment for Canada. 


The Imported Motor Car in America, 


SPECIAL ARTICLES -.-» —«s —-s 7035 
The Gas Regulation Bill: Objects of the Measure. 
South Africa’s Trade : Expansion in 1919. 
German Import Credits Policy. 


NOTES ON TRADE... .. —«s_—— es - 7056 


Regulations Aifec ting Foreign Companies in Italy. 
Agricultural Machinery for Crete. 
German Agricultural Machinery. 

: Italo-Chilean Trade. 

‘Industrial Situation in Spain. 

. German Propaganda in Italy. 

~ Hungarian State Foreign Trade Office 


EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS ; -. 706-7 
Exhibition of Foreign Samples in Sheffield, 
The Witwatersrand Agricultural Show. 
Swiss Watch and Jewellery Fair at Geneva. 
Turin Exhibition. 
Libau Fair Cancelled. 
Forthcoming Fairs. 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE .. 708-13 
BRITISH EMPLRE - , ia .. 708-10 
British India : Weckly Cable. 
Canada: Operation of the Ontario Temperance Act. 
New Zealand : Wheat Situation—Rise in Prices. 
South Africa : Foreign Trade in 1919. 


EUROPE ‘a : , - oe - o 711 


Greece (Chios and Mityle ~~? ‘ Industry and Commerce. 
Spain: The Last Olive Harvest. 
Sweden : Building and Housing Schemes. 


ASIA .. _ _ én “i ne ee a 712 
China : Trade of \Wuchow and Nanning. 
Southern Palestine (Occupied Territory.) : Agricultural 
Progress. 
Symrna : Supplies of Valonea. 
LATIN AMERICA ee oe - 713 
Brazil : Trade of Maranhao in 1919. 
FINANCE AND BANKING .. . 713-14 
German Austria : Increase of Banking Capital. 
United States of America : Regulations under the Edge 
Act. 
SHIPPING ‘* - a 714-i5 
Canada: Ship and Boat Building Industry. 
TEXTILES .. - - - “a 715-16 


Germany (Occupied Terrttor;.) : Review of the Textile 


Industry. 
CHEMICALS AND OILS . = -. F716 


New Zealand : The Kauri Gum Indus try. 
Ecuador : Tax on Exportation of Pe troleum. 





en er 





PAW & 


CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF 
CHANGES - oa oe oe 
BRITiSH EMPIRE 


Australia : Exportation of Copra. 
Trade with Palestine. Syr ia and Mesopotamia. 
Canada: Revised Re culations Governing Drawbacks. 
Customs Re ‘Visions. 

New Budget: Revisions of Customs’ Duties, ete. 
Customs Decisions. 

New — : Restricted Importation of Certain Brushes, 

WC. 


715-22 


ee ee ee ee oe °e 7i0 


FOREIGN .. ‘ 718 


Belgium : Importation of German Goods, 

Czecho-Slovakia : Customs Tariff. 

France and Algeria: Export of Resinous Wood Pro- 
hibited. 

Germany : Amendment of the Export Free List. 

Mexico ; 2 per cent. Surtax on Imports and Exports. 

Poland : Export Control : Timber. 

Portugal (Mozambique) : Customs Tariff Modifications. 

Roumania : Export Organisation, Control and Taxes. 


PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES - “a - 722 
Be'gium: Proposed Increase of Specific Customs 
Duties. 
EXCISE TARIFF CHANGES 
Egypt: Excise Duty in Ginned Cotton, 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE .. 722-4 
BRITISH EMPIRE en, oa ii aes 


Australia: High wr S Needs Tenders 
invited : Track Relays (for Power Signalling), 
Twin Wire Cable (for Power Signalling). 

Canada ; Hose, Half Hose, Silk Piece Goods. Neckwear 
Felt and Straw Hats, Fancy Leather Goods, 
ete. Oleine. "Trade Commissioners’ Enquiries. 

South Africa: Hardware, Carpets, Linoleum, China 
and Glassware, Cotton Waste, ete. 

British West Indies: Boots and Shoes, Wines and 
Spirits and Condensed Milk. Paints, Hard- 
ware, Agricultural Implements, etc. Dry 
Goods, Hardware, Boots, Shoes, ete. 

Kaypt: Textiles. Tenders Invited. 


EUROPE - os - - ee wa on 723 


Belgium: Copper, Zinc, Tin, Aluminium, Antimony, 
Lead and Bronze. Metals for Constructional 
Purposes. Coke, Tin Plates. Raw Cotton. 
Bleached and Printed Cotton Piece Goods, 
Handkerchiefs, ete. Paraffin Wax, Caustic 
Soda, Glauber Salts, ete. 

Bulgaria : Ironmongery, Textiles. 

Denmark : Underwear and Gloves. Textiles. Cocca. 
Serges, Worsted, and Saxony Cloths. 

France: Paints, Colours, Varnishes, ete. 

Hungary : Sewing Machines, Bicycles, ete. 

Itaiy: Dress Materials and Wearing Apparet. Raw 
Materials for Hat Making. Diamonds. Tools, 
Cutlery, ete. Textiles. Soap, Chemical Pro- 
ducts, Mineral Oils, ete. Men’s Woollen Wear 
and Printed Cotton Goods. 

Norwau : Textiles. Boots and Shoes. 

Poland: Chemical and Pharmaceutical Products, 
Beverages, ete. 

Spain: Chemicals, Kitchen Utensils, ete. 

Sweden: Textiles. 

Switzerland : Woollen Goods. 


GOVERNMENT a atcha 


TRADE 725 
EXPORT SECTION 00420 
Amendments to the Export Prohibited List. 
COMMERCIAL RETURNS . , 726 
Cotton Imports and Exports. 
Corn Prices, 


* 


i aban 2 ee eS PS 


























































































~] 
© 
bo 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


May 27, 1920. 











The Board of Trade. 


COAL. 
THE WEEKLY OUTPUT. 








Provisional figures of the weekly tonnage output of 
coal during the four weeks ended 15th May are given 


below. 


The output for the week ended 15th May was 
4,860,668 tons, against 4,674,302 tons in the previous 
week, and 4,564,564 tons in the corresponding short 


week in Northumberland and Durham. 


The week’s output shows a further increase ot 
186,366 tons following upon the previous week's 


expansion of 109,738 tons. 


24th April. Ist May. 8th May. 15th May. 


Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Northumberland .. 252,417 227,619 243,812 231,201 
Durham - .. 687,838 622,119 650,697 639,081 


818,738 754,071 731,873 789,746 
439,157 465,310 


Yorkshire - sai 
Lancashire, Cheshire 

and North Wales.. 467,956 423,647 
Derby, Nottingham, 

and Leicester .. 609,797 578,007 574,064 596,104 
Staffordshire, Shrop- 

shire, Warwick and 


Worcester .. 975,108 357,155 357,330 363,058 
South Wales and 

Monmouthshire . 1,014,302 914,775 941,068 {1,006,170 
Other English 

Districts 104,338 95,775 97,320 104,715 


Scotland 2° .. 659,172 591,396 638,981 665,283 








Total $e .. 4,989,665 4,564,564 4,674,302 4,860,665 


























SUMMARY SINCE MAY 31, 1919. 


The total production weekly of coal since 3lst May, 


1919, is given below :— 


‘Tons. 1919. 
1919. ‘Tons. 

May 3lst ...... 4,812,595 November 29th 4,762,729 
June 7th ...... 4,644,934 December 6th 4,808,524 
June 14th ...... 3,256,508 December 13th 4,886,156 
June 2list ...... 4,736,841 Lecember 20th 4,910,106 
June 28th ...... 4,806,933 December 27th 3,352,603 
July Sth ....... 4,728,588 1920. 
July 12th ...... 4,796,148 January 3rd 8,494,603 
July 19th ...... 3,983,651 January 10th ... 4,549,723 
July 26th ...... 2,537,954 January 17th ... 4,902,906 
August 2nd_ ... 3,614,776 January 24th ... 4,851,421 
August 9th . 2,642,895 January 3lst ... 4,866,066 
August 16th . 3,726,499 February 7th ... 4,846,167 


August 23rd 
August 30th 


September 13th 4,489,816 March 6th ...... 4,852,427 
September 20th 4,450,308 March 13th . 4,900,640 
September 27th 4,481,434 March 20th .27 4,872,642 
October 4th . 2,871,610 March 27th . 4,879,192 
October 11th ... 4,076,862 April 3rd_...... 3,979,747 
October 18th ... 4,727,465 April 10th ...... 3,337,793 
October 25th ... 4,761,037 April 17th ...... 4,833,072 
November Ist... 4,674,532 April 24th ...... 4,989,666 
November 8th 4,804,456 May Ist ......... 4,564,564 
November 15th 4,679,402 May 8th ......... 1,674,302 
November 22nd 4,767,578 May 15th ...... 1,860,668 





PROFITEERING ACT DEPARTMENT. 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 





On 17th May Messrs. Clarke Brothers, Wholesale 
Confectioners, were prosecuted at Ipswich on the 
recommendation of the Complaints Standing Com- 
mittee for supplying Chocolate to a retailer at an 


excessive price, and were fined £20 and 15 guineas costs. 
The twenty-ninth meeting of the Standing Com- 


mittee on Trusts was held on the 18th May. The Com- 
mittee received a Report on Biscuits transmitted by the 
Investigation of Prices Standing Committee. The 
second Report of the Sewing Cotton Sub-Committee 


was considered and, subject to certain amendments, 


adopted. 





. 8,989,762 February 14th... 4,897,311 
. 4,354,983 February 21st... 4,855,845 
September 6th 4,509,865 February 28th 4,835,928 











THE BOARD OF TRADE. -continued. 








The twenty-eighth meeting of the Investigation 9 
Prices Standing Committee was held on 20th May. The 
teport on Biscuits was agreed and will be reterred to 
the manufacturers for their observations, and the Repor 
on Matches was adopted, subject to the inclusion 9; 
two additional findings. 

The twelith meeting of the Furniture Sub-Committs 
of the Prices Committee was held on the same date 
A preliminary discussion took place on the Genery! 
Report. 

At Brenttord on the same date Mr. James A. Brad. 
bury, Wholesale Grocer, was charged with selling , 
quantity of step powder to a retailer at an excessive 
price. The defendant pleaded guilty and was fined 
£5 and 5 guineas costs. 

The ninth meeting of the Cement and Mortar 
Sectional Committee of the Building Materials Sub. 
Committee (Prices and Trusts) was held on 21st May 
when further evidence was taken. | 


NON-FERROUS MINES. 


REPORT OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE. 

The Report of the Departmental Committee 
appoited by the oard of Trade to investigate the Non. 
Ferrous Mining Industry has been issued as a White 
Paper (Cmd. 652, 9d. net). 
_ The Committee recommends that the various duties relat. 
ing to the mining of minerals other than coal, now entrusted 
to a number of Departments, should be centralised in one 
organisation. It would become a sub-department of the 
Mines Department, which would comprise all mining, includ- 
ing coal, so soon as such a department has been created. The 
Non-Ferrous branch should retain its individuality. 

At present there are three Government Departments COn- 
cerned with mining :—(1) The Home Office ; (2) the Mineral 
Resources Development Department, which was instituted 
at the Ministry of Munitions for the purpose of 
developing the mineral resources of the United King- 
dom for war purposes, and is now attached to the Board 
of Trade; and (3) the Geological Survey, which until recently 
was under the Board of Education, but is now attached to 
the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. It is 
pointed out that the underground structure of the metal- 
i:ferous mining districts is even more important to the 
mining industry than their surface geology, and geological 
investigation specially relating to the occurrence of metal- 
liferous mineral deposits should be undertaken at once bv a 
section of the new organisation, which should include mining 
geologists specially trained in the structure! relations of ore 
and other mineral deposits. It is recommended that it 
should be made compulsory on mine owners to deposit with 
the Mines Department both surface and underground plans 
of all mines. 

The Committee also report in favour of the undertaking 
by the Government of certain advisory functions. Among 
these may be mentioned the following: —To ascertain and 
keep in close touch with the technical position of metalli- 
ferous mines, to offer advice in regard to the improvement 
of existing methods, or the initiation of new schemes of 
development, and, in particular, to advise as to Government 
action in appropriate cases. For this work a staff of trained 
mining engineers, qualified by wide experience of the 
methods of mining abroad as well as at home, would be 
necessary. A nucleus for an organisation already exists in 
the Mineral Resources Development Department, which has, 
since its creation in 1917, collected a great deal of technical 
information. If adequately expanded and provided with a 
suitable technical staff, the re-organised Mineral Resources 
Department would usefully fulf’ the functions here indicated 
and could be included as a separate sub-department for 
minerals other than coal in the Mines Department. which 
the Committee understand it is the intention of the Govern- 
ment to set up. 

It is stated that there are obvious objections to the 
nationalisation of mineral rights in metalliferous mines. 
With regard to rovalties the Committee recommend that 4 
Mines Tribunal should be set up with power to decide upon 
appeal all questions relating to mineral leases, wayleaves, 
easements, barriers. encroachments, and the like, which 
shall have been referred in the first instance to the Mines 
Department; and that such tribunal should consist of a” 
independent chairman. assisted by tw technical mining 
assessors, on the lines of the Railway and Cena] Commission, 
which is provided over bv a Judge of the High Court 

In regard to State aid to mining, the Committee recom- 
mend that the Government should take powers, analogous t0 
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those in force in the Dominions, to extend financial assist- 
ance, on the advice of the Mines Department, to mining com- 
anies to enable them to tide over their difficulties or to 
undertake approved exploration and devalopment ; and that 
the funds at the disposal of the Development Commissioners 
should be made available for this purpose. 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT FOR CANADA. 

HM. Trade Commissioner at Toronto reports that 
the Fire Chief cf Hamilton, Ontario, desires to receive 
for future reference catalogues and price lists of United 
Kingdom manufacturers of fire fighting equipment and 
appliances. The purchases mucde from time to tune 
include fire hose, ladders, tarpaulins, electrical fixtures 
and equipment tor alarm systenis, chemical fire extin- 
guishing devices and supplies, nozzles, rubber equip- 
ment for men, tools of various kinds, and motor-driven 
fre engines and apparatus. United Kingdom firms 
terested shoukl communicate with A. B. Ten Eyck, 
Chief, Fire Department, Hamilton, Ontario, and are 
requested to mention in their correspondence the Ofhice 
of H.M. Trade Commissioner at Toronto. 











UNITED KINGDOM MANUFACTURERS’ 
CATALOGUES WANTED. 

A London firrn, thegeneral agents for a newly estab- 
lished British company operating in the Kingdom of 
the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, is desirous of obtaining 
catalogues of United Kingdom manufacturers for trans- 
mission to that country. It is stated that the com- 
pany has completed arrangements for the establish- 
ment of a direct trade route trom the United Kingdom, 
via Malta, Metkovitch or Ragusa, Sarajevo, Brod to 
Belgrade, that sailings from Malta will be fortnightly, 
and that British supervision is provided at all points 
where freight is handled. 

Applications for the name and address of the London 
firm to whom catalogues should be sent must be made 
to the Department of Overseas Trade. 





THE IMPORTED MOTOR-CAR IN AMERICA. 

The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Embassy at 
Washington, dealing with the demand for high-grade 
motor cars of British manufacture in the United States 
of America, advances the view that the demand appears 
to be considerably in excess of the supply, and is. hkely 
to continue for some years. Notwithstanding the 
demands of the Home Trade in this country an effort 
should therefore be made to meet the requirements 
of this market. 

In such cities as New York, Baltimore, Boston, 
Philadelphia, Chicago and San Francisco, there is an 
insistent demand for foreign cars, particularly by the 
better class people, who are, in fact, anxious to secure 
a continental car, even in preference to an American. 
Some French and Italian firms are well organised in the 
United States, and are likely to stay. The British 
makes are also well represented. The demand for these 
cars goes considerably beyond the available supply. 

M. Consul-General at New York has been making 
enquiries in particular on the question as to whether 
there was visible any tendency to check production, 
consequent on the probable saturation of the world’s 
markets. From his investigation it is clear on the con- 
trary that the 2utomobile manufacturers in the United 
States are using every endeavour to increase their pro- 
duction as rapidly as possible to catch up with the 
preseny excessive demand. Furthermore, a repre- 
| aphaal pey rperac any y anoe halo 
lacturers instead of curt il ~y “ tion later will 
a ee ' curtailing proc uction later will 

: e every effort to keep up their sales by looking to 
: ee market and improving the character 

| offered at home. 
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Special Articles. 





THE GAS REGULATION BILL. 


OBJECTS OF THE MEASURE. 

This Bill seeks power to fix gas standards and a 
basis of charges on the general lines recommended by 
the Fuel Research Board, and is also designed to restore 
financial stability to the gas-making industry. 

It is proposed to provide :— 

(1) That charges for gas shall be based upon the 
number of heat units supplied to the consumer instead 
of upon the number of cubic feet of the gas supplied as 
at present. 

(2) For the necessary adjustment of standard and 
muximum prices and sliding scale provisions, and for 
an addition to the price to compensate for the increased 
cost of production and supply of gas. 

(3) For the more efficient testing of the gas; and 

(4) For facilities for the obtaining by gas under- 
takers of further powers without, direct recourse to 
Parliament. The Bill will apply to undertakings owned 
by Local Authorities as well as to companies’ under- 
tukings. 











RECONSTRUCTION OF THE GAS INDUSTRY. 

In effect, the Bill is one for the reconstruction of the 
gas industry and the adjustment of the statutory obliga- 
ions imposed upon the industry in regard to the quality 
and price of gas in the light of modern requirements. 
The Fuel Research Board, in a Report dated 29th 
January, 1919 (Cmd. 108), recommended as a central 
principle that the existing system of charging the con- 
sumer for the volume of gas of a certain nominal 
illuminating or calorific value which passes through his 
meter, should be replaced by one in which he is charged 
directly for the potential thermal units he receives. 
Subject to this fundamental protection of the con- 
sumer the Fuel Research Board advised that much 
greater latitude might be given to gas undertakers with 
regard to the nature of the gas supplied by them, so as 
to make it possible for the gas industry to take advan- 
tage of any improvements in the technical processes of 
the manufacture of gas, and to supply such gas as can 
be most economically produced from the coal and other 
gas-making materials available to a particular under- 
taking. The alteration in the system of charging 
necessitates a more efficient system of testing the gas, 
and the Bill, while allowing gas undertakers to supply 
gas of any calorific value, which they declare that they 
propose to supply, makes provision for the extension 
of the functions of the gas referees and of the chiet 
gas examiner, which are at present confined to London, 
to the whole country, so that testing everywhere will 
in future be carried out according to their directions. 
Provision is also made that in the case of the larger 
undertakings a continuous test of the heat value of the 
gas shall be made by means of a recording calorimeter. 

MACHINERY OF THE BILL. 

Since there are more than 800 statutory under- 
takings, and the circumstances of each of them will 
require separate consideration, it is necessary that the 
machinery by which the Bill shall be brought into opera- 
tion shall be made as simple as possible. It is proposed 
in Clause I to give the Board of Trade power to make 
Departmental Orders under which effect will be given 
to the principles of the Bill in accordance with the 
conditions of the individual undertakings. 

Gas COMPOSITION AND PRESSURE. 

The Second Clause contains the statutory require- 
ments with which undertakers, who have obtained 
Orders from the Board of Trade, will have to comply in 
regard to the composition and pressure of the gas sup- 
plied by them. Power is taken if necessary to impose 
a limitation on the proportion of inert constituents of 
the gas, but an important protection of the consumer 
against an excessive proportion of such constituents will 
lie in the fact that under the new system of charging 
by heat value he will not have to pay for them. As 
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SPECIAL ARTICLES—continued. 





therefore the cost of distributing inerts will fall upon 
the undertakers, they will naturally try to keep them 
as low as possible. 

A restriction on the proportion of carbon monoxide 
in the OAs has been advocated in the interests ol 
public health by the Fuel Economy Comunittee ot the 
British Association. The Bill places an obligation on 
the Board of Trade to cause an inquiry to be held into 
this question, and if as; a result of the inquiry any such 
restriction is found to be desirable the Board will be 
authorised to make a Special Order relating to the 
matter. 

The Bill lays down that the minimum pressure In 
any main or service ppie of two inches diameter and 
upwards, shall not. be less than two inches of water 
except as may be otherwise provided by the Order 
relating to any undertaking, 

ADDITIONAL CosTS OF THE INDUSTRY. 

It is mtended under the Bill that the additional costs 
of production and supply shall be allowed for with a 
view to enabling undertakings as a general rule to earn 
approximately their pre-war rate of profit. 

SPECIAL ORDERS. 

Power is taken in Clause 10 for the Board of Trade 
to make Special Orders for the same purposes as those 
for which they can now make Provisional Orders under 
the Gas and Waterworks Facilities Act, 1870, together 
with the other purposes specified in the Clause, includ- 
ing power to authorise arrangements for the joint work- 
ing or amalgamation of undertakings. 

Cost oF ADMINISTRATION. 

The costs of administering the Act are proposed to 
be met by the formation of a gas fund for which a levy 
not exceeding £15 for each 100,000,000 cubic feet of 
cas is to be made; that is to say, not more than one 
penny for every 14,000 c.ft. of gas. Undertakings mak- 
ing less than 100,600,000 cubic feet in the year will 
not be required to contribute; as they only represent 
about, 10 per cent. of the gas made it is scarcely worth 
while to undertake the collection of the small sums 
which they would have to pay. The maximum amount 
which could have been collected under this provision, 
according to the figures in the last published returns, 
namely, for the year 1913, would have been £30,000. 
As the production of gas since then has increased, the 
actual figure may be somewhat larger. 





SOUTH AFRICA’S TRADE. 





EXPANSION IN 1919. 

The Annual Statement of Trade and Shipping ci 
British South Africa for last year, which has reached 
this country, is of exceptional interest It deals exhaus- 
tively and promptly with a year of great expansion. 
Comparisons are made with 1913 and also with 1910— 
the first year of the Union of South Africa—and 
although the inflation in values both ct imports and 
exports makes just comparisons impossible, there are 
indications that in some directions trade has expanded 
in volume as well as in value. An attempt is made, 
in regard to imports, to show the average overseas 
value per ton of cargo brought into the country, and 
thus to indicate the extent to which the import totals 
have been inflated. Excluding specie, but including 
public stores, the imports for 1913 were valued at £404 
millions, and those for 1919 at £502 millions. The aver- 


age value per ton of cargo imported in 1913 was 
£15°54, and in 1919 was £39°66, so that if the imports 


given above for 1919 are reduced in proportion to the 
expanded value per ton since 1913 there would appear 
to have been a large falling off in the volume of im- 
ports. In some commodities there was the large reduc- 
tion suggested by this method. Cotton manufactures, 
in spite of the increased values, declined by £6,784,836 
In comparison with 1918, and woollen manufactures 
fell by £474,975. The quantity of wheat imported was 
15 million Ib., as compared with 75 million lb. in 1918, 
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and 321 million Ib. in 1913. Wheaten flour at 54 million 
lb. dropped to less than a third of the 169 million Ib, 
bought in the year 1913. Motor car imports, on the 
other hand showed the miost conspicuous Increase ol Lhe 
year, and represented unexecuted Which had 
been placed in earlier years. Four thousand more cars 
were imported into South Africa in 1919 than in 191s. 

The share of the United Kingdom in South African 
imports of ordinary merchandise in the year 1919 
declined by a litthke more than 4 millions sterling. — | 
amounted to £21,257,966 out of £46,712,795 or 45-5 pet 
cent. The falling off was due tothe drop in cotton manv.- 
fauctures. In 1918 the United Kingdom’s share was 
4:1 per cent., which was almost exactly the propor. 
tion of 1913, 54-4 per cent. The share of the United 
States went up from 9°5 per cent. in 1913 to 13:9 per 
cent. in 1918, and 24:1 per cent. in 1919, the jump 
last year being partly due to imports of motor cars and 
agricultural tractors, to which we have already referred. 

When we come to exports the dominating influence 
of South Africa’s wealth in gold and diamonds jg 
inmediately apparent. The total value of exports was 
€82,022,732 against imports of £50,791,205, a balance 
in favour of the country of nearly 32 millions. There 
was a large increase of nearly 19 millions over the 
exports of 1918, and of 1935 millions over those of 1913, 
If we exclude gold the exports of South African pro. 
duce become £48,132,123, an increase of slightly over 
19 millions in comparison with 1918, and of. nearly 
20 millions in comparison with 1913. Diamonds were 
large contributors to the increase during last year, but 
the greatest, expansion was in agricultural and pastoral 
produce (including wool), 

It is of interest to note that the value of agricultural 
and pastoral produce exported last year was not far 
behind that of gold. It accounted for £32,820,388. 
against gold valued at £35,390,609. The increase was 
not all due to inflated prices. The quantity of wool 
shipped in 1919 was 185 million lb., the largest amount 
recorded for any single year, against 115} million Ib. in 
1918 and 177 million lb. in 1913. Jt was six times as 
creat as the quantity of wool shipped in the year before 
the South African war. Diamonds were advanced in 
quantity by 180,000 carats and in value by 44 million 
sterling over the export of 1918 and 6 millions over that 
of 1913. High prices stimulated the production of all 
food products, of which the export values increased by 
more than two millions in 1919 and were 6} millions 
higher than in 1913. The progress in dairying and food 
production generally in South Africa since 1910, the 
first vear of the Union, is shown in a remarkable com- 
parative table. There has been during the past ten 
vears an almost complete change, that imports 
have shrunk to a mere fraction of what they were, and 
exports have expanded enormously. Except for wheat 
and dried fruits (currants and raisins) the Union now 
imports little food; it has become not cnly almost 
self-supporting but has developed a large export trade in 
its agricultural and pastoral surplus. 


orders 


SO 





GERMAN IMPORT CREDITS POLICY. 


The German Minister of Economics expressed his 
opinion recently on the subject of the import. policy of 
the German Government, With regard to the adverse 
criticism of the measures taken by the Government 
and the need for an accelerated import, he made refer- 
enee to the unfavourable influence of the rate of 
exchange upon large purchases. 

The purpose of the Import Centres for rationed fousl- 
stuffs, he stated, is to prevent, high bidding on the 
foreion market, which would cause as a consequence 
a reckless increase in the price of imported foodstuffs. 
The Government had therefore decided to allow only 
the most indispensable goods to be bought abroad. 

Credit ARRANGEMENTS. 

All efforts to get credits from the Entente having 
failed, the only alternative remained to try and come 
to a direct understanding with the American export 
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gyms. After long and systematic preparations the first 
credit was concluded in November of last year with 
the American packing firms for a sum of 25 million 
dollars. Securities were given for three, six and nine 
months drafts, the last sum being due in October of 
this year. The ‘* Hole in the West ’ having been suc- 
cesstully closed, the Government, succeeded in con- 
vincing these private firms that it was quite useless 
offering goods at random to the different ‘local 
authorities. Furthermore, some of these firms had 
concluded business transactions in marks as far back 
as last autumn, and the mark having fallen they were 
threatened with great loss. As the Government suc- 
ceeded in meeting punctually the obligations of six 
million dollars due to America the firms came to the 
conclusion that the delivery of goods against credit was 
the most favourable way. 

Particulars have already been published concerning 
the Dutch loan of 25 million florins. A number of other 
credits, partly with private firms, and usually through 
the intermediary of neutral states, have been concluded, 
as for instance, the money credit with Sweden and 
Norway, but smaller credits for meat and fats have 
also been concluded with Switzerland and other states. 
Further negotiations are still pending. 


FINANCING OF CREDITS. 

In regard to the financing of credits, the Minister 
states that the purchases of the Import Centres are 
financed by the Devisenbeschaffungsstelle established 
by the Ministry of Economics in September last. 
The terms decided upon for the different credits 
varies. The Dutch credit, for example, is to run on 
for five years, while a much shorter term has been 
decided upon by the packing firms, whereas the different 
credits with the Northern States are due to six, eight or 
ten years. The amount of foreign bills procured through 
the Devisenbeschaffungsstelle is considerable. The 
monthly turnover between Ist September and 31st 
December was 700 million marks. In the new year 
the turnover increased, as will be seen by the following 
figures: January, 935 million mark foreign bills, includ- 
ing 23 million florins, 380,000 dollars; February, 1:8 
milliards marks, including 26 million florins and 4-4 
million dollars; March, 3 milliards marks, including 48 
million florins, 9-8 million dollars; April, 1:8 milliards 
marks, including 27 million florins, 8 million 
dollars. In April the purchases were somewhat 
restricted as nothing could be done until the end of 
the dockers’ strike in Holland. 


THE FUTURE. 


The Minister does not entertain the fear expressed 
that the credit might prove a great burden to Germany 
in the future, when perhaps the rate of exchange may 
be more unfavourable. Should no new political dis- 
turbances arise to convulse Germany’s economic situa- 
tion, he considered that there is no reason for foreign 
confidence in Germany’s economic position decreasing, 
and this is to be seen from the steadiness of the mark 
of late. The sum to be provided for foodstuff credits is, 
at the present rate of exchange, 10 milliards marks, part 
of which has already been paid. 

Business credits have not only been concluded, but 
3} milliards marks in cash have also been guaranteed. 
It is now to be hoped that through the activity of 
the Aussenhandelsstellen, which superintended the 
foreign bills of those industries which make no direct 
use of them, a great many more will be acquired, which 
will help not only to pay off the interest and credits, 
but will also facilitate further purchases. By co-opera- 
tion with the Reichsbank, the Devisenbeschaffungs- 
Stelle will be, able to become a great support to the 
Industrial Credit Institution, the foundation of which 
is promoted by the Ministry of Economics, and urged 
by Industry, Commerce and Agriculture. The pro- 
Visioning with food and raw material in large quantities 
is expected to begin shortily, although the Peace Treaty 
may prove an obstacle. 








Notes on Trade. 








[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘Journal,”’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves. 





REGULATIONS AFFECTING FOREIGN 
COMPANIES IN ITALY. 

The attention of the Commercial Counsellor 
to H.M. Embassy at Rome was recently called 
to a note published in the ‘‘ Secolo’”’ (of Milan) 
to the effect that foreign companies possessing 
factories, works and mines in Italy will be compelled to 
adopt Italian citizenship; and also that the directors 
of such companies must be Italians domiciled and 
resident in Italy. 

In view of the importance of the question raised 
enquiries were made, and it has been officially ascer- 
tained that the statement is incorrect. 

The only regulations in Italy of this nature are those 
relating to mines of sulphur, alkali and mineral phos- 
phates, which prescribe that in certain cases only 
Italians should serve on the Board of Directors, and 
that at least, two-thirds of the share capital must be 
Italian. 





AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY FOR CRETE. 

A considerable market for agricultural machinery of 
all kinds undoubtedly exists in several countries border- 
ing the Mediterranean and in the adjacent Islands, 
and British firms might consider it desirable to study 
the question of selecting the best centres from which the 
various markets can best be exploited. It may be that 
any one market, particularly one of the Islands, such as 
Crete, does not of itself possess sufficient attractions 
to justify a firm organising for a permanent market, but 
taken in conjunction with neighbouring markets it is 
more than probable that the total business to be secured 
might form the basis of a commercial proposition. 

H.M. Consul at Canea, Crete, states that, the Director 
of Agriculture of one of the prefectures is prepared to 
bring to the notice of the agricultural community any 
small working models of machinery submitted to him. 
He will also supply a detailed list of the agricultural 
and farm machinery most needed, and for which there 
would be a substantial demand in Crete. Among these 
a large number of small iron ploughs, some benzene 
ploughs of from 4 to 5 h.p., small reapers and binders, 
threshers and winnowers (fitted also to cut, up straw 
for fodder) hand oil presses, and small mills for breaking 
up the olive for the press, are urgently required. Crete 
is at present a primitive country agriculturally, and most 
of the above are not known to the country. It is con- 
sidered that once the advantages of these can be shown 
to the agricultural community there will be a continuous 
demand. British firms desiring to cultivate this market 
should communicate direct with H.M. Consul, Canea, 
Crete. 





GERMAN AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY. 


According to a well-known German authority, the 
manufacture of agricultural machinery in Germany has 
been developed since the conclusion of hostilities owing 
to the demand both at home and abroad. The require- 
ments of the home markets have been large owing to 
the long duration of the war and the lack of personnel, 
which has necessitated the replacing of human and 
animal labour by machinery. 

Pefore the war Germany imported from abroad :— 

90 per cent. of its requirements in mowing machines from 
the United States and Sweden ; 

20 per cent. to 30 per cent. of its requirements in motor 
ploughs from the United States ; 


20 per cent. of its requirements in hay machines from 
the United States. 
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60 per cent. to 70 per cent. of its dairy machines from 
Sweden and Denmark. 

It is now claimed that production has been increased, 
not only to supply its home market, but also to produce 
a surplus for export. It is hoped that this surplus will 
find a favourable market in Central and South America 
and in Asiatic markets. 


ITALO-CHILEAN TRADE. 

The formation of a company, Sindicato Itahano 
del Pacifico, with a capital of twenty million lira, 
subscribed in Chile, has been announced at Santiago. 
It has an option to increase that capital to forty millions 
once the shares are offered in Italy to companies and 
banks interested in the development of the South 
American continent. 

The Syndicate, it is stated, has set for itself a large 
range of activities and will gradually take up the follow- 
ing business :— . _ 

1. Interchange of merchandise, products and iruits 
between Chile and foreign countries, prin- 
cipally Italy. 

2. Industrial, mineral, constructional undertakings ; 
the importation of machinery and technical 
materials. 

3. Administration, purchase and sale, hypotheca- 
tion of property. belonging particularly to 
persons residing in Chile or Italy; agencies 
and general commission business. 








THE INDUSTRIAL SITUATION IN SPAIN. 

A number of the isolated strikes which were recently 
in force have been terminated, the men almost invari- 
ably obtaining advances in wages. ‘The most serious 
industrial crisis since then arose in Madrid, where the 
journeymen-bakers handed in strike notices, professedly 
as an act of solidarity with the workpeople of a biscuit 
factory who had been out, for some time. 

A local strike which occurred on the railway from 
Salamanca to the Portuguese frontier was settled after 
three days by the men accepting the company’s original 
offer as to wages and bonus. 

[NotE.—Reterence was made in last week’s issue of 
the ‘*‘ Journal’’ (see page 679) to the Royal Decree 
recently published, having as its object the amicable 
settlement of disputes between employers and em- 
ployees in Barcelona. | 





GERMAN PROPAGANDA IN’ ITALY. 


Before the war there were several publications in 
Italy, printed in Italian, which were inspired from 
Germany. Since the beginning of this year there have 
been indications that this policy is being carried out 
afresh by Germans. In fact, Germany’s post-war 
trade plans in the majority of markets appear to include 
the publication of a weekly or monthly in the language 
of the country concerned. Periodicals of this descrip- 
tion are already beingj issued in English, French, 
Italian and Spanish. 





HUNGARIAN STATE FOREIGN TRAD® OFFICE 

A plan is being worked out in the Ministries inter- 
ested, according to which the Commercial Museum and 
the Hungarian Goods Traffic Office will combine to 
form a Hungarian State Foreign Trade Office. The new 
institution is to establish a special commission for com- 
mercial political matters which will consist of all bodies 
interested in commerce and industry. The War Pro- 
ducts Company, Limited (in liquidation), the Budapest 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the Pester Lloyd 
Association, the Baross Association, the National 
Hungarian Commercial Association, the National Asso- 
ciation of Manufacturers, and the Hangya Co-operative 
Company will be represented in the new institution. 

Export licences will still be treated as heretofore by 
a Ministerial Commission, but the advice of the above 
will be sought in each case. 


-_ — 
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Fxhibitions and Fairs. 


EXHIBITION OF FOREIGN SAMPLES IN 
SHEFFIELD. 

An Exhibition of Foreign Samples will be held in the 
Cutlers’ Hall, Sheffield, from Monday, 31st May, to 
Friday, 4th June, under the auspices of the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, in collaboration with the 
Shetheld Chamber of Commerce. 

The samples—about 800 in number—are mainly of 
post-war manutiacture, and represent the products of 
Germany, Japan, and the United States. The goods, 
which include Ranges of Domestic and Table Cutlery, 
Safety Razors, Razors, Scissors, Pocket Knives, Sur- 
gical Instruments, Tools and Hardware, are represen- 
tative of good selling lines in South America, Canada, 
New Zealand, Fiji, Tonga, Samoa, Spain, Holland, 
South Africa, East Africa, India, China, and the Home 
Market. Each sample is labelled with the price dis- 
count—if anv—date of purchase, country in which sold; 
and any further particulars available. 

Officials from the Department of Overseas Trade will 
be in attendance to supply information respecting the 
samples. 

Sheffield for a long time has been in the enviable 
position of having more orders than it can possibly 
execute; but the time must come when Home demands 
will be more or less satisfied, and Sheffield firms will 
be looking eagerly for orders from Overseas. It is hoped, 
therefore, that Sheffield firms will avail themselves of 
the opportunity to inspect the latest products of their 
foreign competitors. 

The Exhibition will remain open from 10. a.m. to 
5.0 p.m. each day. Invitations to inspect the samples 
may be obtained from the Secretary, Chamber of Com- 
merce, Sheffield. 








THE WITWATERSRAND AGRICULTURAL 
SHOW. 


(From H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner.) 
JOHANNESBURG. 

This well-known annual show took place early in 
April. It was on similar lines, but, except in the 
industrial section, on a larger scale than last year. 

Owing to the local engineers’ strike, only one or two 
engineering firms were able to exhibit in the Industrial 
Section. Whilst the Industries Section was primarily 
composed of South African firms’ exhibits, there were 
several British and American in about even proportion. 
Several samples of locally made fertilisers were shown. 
Motor cars and agricultural machinery formed separate 
sections, The former were well housed and displayed 
in good style. 

The main interest, as would be expected, continued 
to be on the agricultural and cattle breeding side, and 
it is here that considerable expansion has taken place 
over last year. 

EFFECT OF ComMING Dominions Tour. 


There is very little doubt that the Dominions Tour- 
ing Exhibition will open people’s eyes in South Africa 
to what can be done in the way of exhibiting manu- 
factured products—and as a result of careful observa- 
tion this will probably be reflected at next year’s Wit- 
watersrand Show. 

Catalogues of fhe exhibits in various sections may 
be consulted by British firms interested on application 
to the Enquiry Room of the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S.W. 1. 

SWISS WATCH AND JEWELLERY FAIR 

AT GENEVA. 


Some further particulars are now to hand concerning 
the Swiss Watch and Jewellery Fair to be held in the 
Palais Electoral at Geneva from 11th to 25th July, and 
of which a preliminary notice was published in the 
‘‘ Journal ’’ of 15th January (p. 78). 

Exhibitors must be Swiss or Swiss-established firms. 
The stands provided for exhibitors will number 132 of 
varying sizes, and the exhibits will include clocks and 
clockwork (including electric watches and clocks), men’s 
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ockeb and wrist watches, ladies’ watches, gold and 
-ilver ware, plate and table ware; cigarette cases; 
jewellery, chains, medals, watch cases, clock and 
watch dials, and other parts and accessories, watch- 
makers’ and jewellers’ tools; jewellers’ decorative work, 
mountings of jewels and works of art in gold, silver and 
bronze, and phosphorescent material for dials, etc. 
Information concerning the Fair, passport require- 
ments, travelling facilities and accommodation, may be 
obtained from the Commercial Inteiligence Department 
of the Swiss Legation, 82, Queen Anne Street, 
Cavendish Square, London, W. 1. 


LIBAU FATR CANCELLED. 
The Department of Overseas Trade is informed by 
the Latvian Legation that the proposed Fair at Libau 
this summer cannot take place. 





FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
Great WAR EXHIBITION— 
May 15th-Oct. 2nd. Address to Secretary, Crystal Palace. 
SpRING EXHIBITION OF THE BRITISH INSTITUTE OF INDUSTRIAL 


ART— 
May 3lst, 217, Knightsbridge, 8. W.7. 

CANADIAN PRopbucts EXHIBITION— 

June Srd-17th, at Agricultural Hall, Islington. 
to 43, Essex Street, Strand, W.C.2. 

Empire TIMBER EXHIBITION— 

July 5Sth-17th, at Holland Park Skating Rink, London, 
W.11. Organised by Department of Overseas Trade. 
(See ‘* Board of Trade Journal,’ March 11th.) 

CroTHING, Erc., ExHisirion— 

July Sth-16th, at Royal Agricultural Hall, International 
Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street House, Old Broad 
Street, E.C.2. 

INTERNATIONAL AERO EXHIBITION— 

July 9th-20th, 1920, at Olympia, organised by a joint 
Committee of the Society of British Aircraft Con- 
structors, Ltd., and the Society of Motor Manufacturers 
and Traders, Ltd., 85, Pall Mall, S.W.1. 

HeattH ExHIBITION— 

July 19th-August 5th, at Bingley Hall, Birmingham. 
Organised by Royal Sanitary Institute, 90, Buckingham 
Palace Road, 8.W.1. Entries by June 26th. 

Boy Scouts’ Exu1BiT1ioN— 

July 30th-August 7th. 

SpoRTS AND PAstTiMES EXHIBITION 
August 2nd, at Royal Agricultural Hall. 

BakERS’, CONFECTIONERS’, AND ALLIED TRADERS’ EXHIBITION— 
September 4th-10th, at Royal Agricultural Hall. Trades, 
Markets and Exhibitions, Ltd., 51, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.4. 

Tre MacHINE TooL AND ENGINEERING EXHIBITION— 

September 4th-25th, at Olympia. The Machine Tool 
Trade Association, Incorporated. Applications by July 
Slst to Secretary, 70, Victoria Street, Westminster, 
S.W.1. 

Bustness EFFICIENCY EXHIBITION— 

September 9th-18th. Birmingham Chamber of Com- 

. merce, 95, New Street 

Grocers’, Proviston Deaters’ & ALLIED TRADERS’ EXHIRITION— 
September 18th-24th, at Royal Agricultural Hall. Trades, 
Markets and Exhibitions, Ltd., 31, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.4. 

INTERNATIONAL SHOE AND LEATHER Farr— 

October 4th-9th, at Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington. 
Organised by ‘‘ The Shoe and Leather Record,” 40, 
Finsbury Square, E.C.2, on behalf of The Shoe and 
Leather Fair Society, Ltd. 

INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL Motor VeuIcLe Exuisit1on— 
October, 1920, at Olympia. Organised by the Society of 
Motor Manufacturers and Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall, 
London, 8.W.1. 

INTERNATIONAL Motor ExHIBItTION— 
November, 1920, at. Olympia. 
of Motor Manufacturers and Traders, 
Mall, London, 8.W.1 

Tue Cycte anD Motor-Cycie SHow— 
November-December, 1920, at Olympia. Organised by 
the Cycle and Motor-Cvcle Manufacturers’ and Traders’ 
Union, Ltd., The Towers. Coventry. 

InveRNATIONAL RuBBER EXHIBITION— 

London, June, 1921. 


Address 





Organised by the Society 
Ltd., 83, Pall 





OVERSEAS. 
Atuens Hovsinc ExHIBITION— 
By the Greek Ministry of National Economy. Through- 
out the year. Apply to Le Ministre de l’Economie 
Nationale, Section de la Prevoyance Sociale, Athens. 








FORTHCOMING FAIRS—continued. 





Paris-INDUSTRIAL ART SALON— 
March to July. Provisional Office: 1, Rue de Heider, 
Paris (Ye). 
ANTWERP FETES— 
May to October. 
BANDOENG FarR— 
May, 1920. (See ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal,’ December 
18th, 1919.) 
LUCERNE ELECTRICAL EXHIBITION— 
May 15th to June 15th. (Swiss only.) 
Venice ART EXHIBITION— 
Twelfth Exhibition of International Art, April 15th to 
October 31st, by Municipality, at the Exhibition Palace. 
Address :—Ufficio di Segretaria dell Esponzione (Munt- 
cipio) Venice. 
LILLE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION— ; 
May-October, Organised by Corporation. 
Papua SAMPLE FarR— | 
June, 1920. Applications to :—la Camera di Commercio: 
di Padova. 
LEMBERG AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY— 
June, and motor-plough competition, near Tarnopol. 
Apply to Exhibition Committee, Warsaw, Chmielna, 
No. 2. 
BORDEAUX TRADE FarIR— 
Fourth Annual Fair, June 5th-20th. 
de la Foire, Bordeaux. 
SUNDSVALL FarR— 
June 21st-27th. 
HetsinGrors TRADE Fair— 
June 27th-July 6th. Apply to the ‘‘ Finska Messan,”’ 
Helsingfors. (See ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal,’’ May 6th.) 
OSTERSUND EXHIBITION— 
July 2nd. (See 
oth.) 
Swiss WatcH AND JEWELLERY Farr— 
July 11th-25th, at Geneva. A National Fair. 
LINKOPINA (SWEDEN)— 
July 15th to August 18th. 
METZ NATIONAL ExHIBITION— 
July 22nd to September 26th. (See ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal,’’ March 18th.) 
LEIPZIG TECHNICAL SAMPLE FarR— 
August 15th-21st. 
GENERAL FAarR— 
August 29th. 
CONVENTION OF FIRE DEPARTMENT CHIEFS OF THE WORLD— 
July 25th-30th, at Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 
SwepisH TRADE Far— 
August 2nd-8th, at Malmo. 
CANADIAN NATIONAL ExHIBITION— 
August 28th to September llth, at Toronto. Apply te 
Mr. Walters, King Street East, Toronto, Ontario. 
NORWEGIAN INDUSTRIES FaIR— 
Christiania, September 5th-18th. 
PRAGUE FarR— 
September 8th to 28th. 
BARCELONA INTERNATIONAL .FAIR— 
September 5th to October 10th. Applications to La 
Direccion General de la Feria de Barcelona, Fernando 
50, Barcelona. 
LAUSANNE. ALIMENTARY AND AGRICULTURE— 
September 11th-26th, 1920. 
CoLoGNE TRADE Farr (INTERNATIONAL)— 
September 20th. Apply to Messrs. Masson, Seeley, Ltd., 
121, Victoria Street, S.W.1. 
Att British ExHIBITION— 
Singapore, September. 
Lyons Farr— 
October ist-15th. 


Apply to Comite 


‘* Board of Trade Journal,’’ February 


UENEVA. 


TuRIN— 
October. 
COPENHAGEN AUTOMOBILE EXHIBITION— 
Early this year. Organised by the Association of 


Automobile Merchants of Denmark. (See ‘‘ Board of 


Trade Journal,” January 8th.) . 

Swiss SAMPLE Farr— 
Lausanne. Autumn. 

WARSAW EXHIBITION OF ANTI-FIRE APPLIANCES— 
Autumn. 


SHANGHAI— . oe 
Exhibition of American and Chinese products late m 


the year. 





TRADE TOURS. 

Trade Tours are under organisation by the Department of 
Overseas Trade, as follows :-— 

To the British Dominions, leaving in summer. 

To South America ) 

To Far East To follow. 

To U.S.A. 

Full particulars may be had on application to the Department’ 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.T. 


_ — 
—_— 
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Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
WEEKLY CABLE. 


The weekly cable received from the Director-General of 
Commercial Intelligence, Calcutta, dated 19th May, is as 
under : — 











SEASON. 

Nearly general rain has fallen in Kashmir, Bay Islands, 
Assam, Orissa, Chota Nagpur, North Madras Coast, and 
Central India West. Local in rest of North-Eastern India 
and Central India, Madras and Punjab. 

General crop conditions good, but rain required for sowing 
Jute and Paddy parts Bengal. 

MarRKETs. 

Bombay Cotton Market steady. Iwily Good Broach May 
Rs. 486, July-August Rs. 448-8 Annas. Piece-goods Market 
no improvement. Poor demand. Calcutta Jute market 
fairly steady, but no business. Hessians steadier with ad- 
vancing prices. Heavy Goods very quiet. 

Bank Kate is Bengal 7 per cent., Bombay 8 per cent., 
Madras 9 per cent. 


oa —— — -— 


CANADA, 


OPERATION OF THE ONTARIO 
TEMPERANCE ACT. 

The Report of the Board of Licence Commissioners for 
Ontario on the operation of the Ontario Temperance Act for 
1919 may be consulted at the Enquiry Room of the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Strect, S.W. 1. 

The duties of the Board have been considerably altered 
since the Ontario Temperance Act came into force. They 
have also not been lightened by the discontinuance of 
liquor licences to hotels and shops, as had been granted in 
the former Ontario Liquor Licence Act. It is stated that 
sumptuary legislation is difficult to enforee, as the substitu- 
tion of prohibition for licence suggests. - 

The Ontario Temperance Act gives the Board supervision 
over the permitted sale and use of liquor by druggists, 
doctors, manufacturers, distillers, brewers, makers of native 
wine, etc., including the regulation of Standard hotels. 

As an illustration of the unexpected queries which arise in 
the process of becoming ‘‘dry,’’ the Report relates an 
instance which occurred in January of this year when a 
telephone call from Quebec City asked the Board’s consent 
to the passage through Ontario en route from Illinois to 
Quebec City of a car of liquor. There were two calls from 
the source, it being claimed in the second conversation that 
admission of the liquor had been arranged with the Depart- 
ment of Customs at Ottawa. The party was told that the 
Board would interpose no objection if he would present 
documentary evidence of the arrangement with the Customs, 
the route and number of the car, with names of consignor 
and consignee, so that the car could be identified and traced 
through Ontario and the diversion of contents guarded 
against. That ended the matter; nothing further was heard 


of the car. 





ee ) 





——— ——_ - 


NEW ZEALAND. 





WHEAT SITUATION—RISE IN PRICES. 
(From R. W. Dalton, H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
WELLINGTON. 


Speaking recently at Christchurch the Minister for Agri- 
culture called attention to the declining wheat production 
in the Dominion. He pointed out that the area sown in 
wheat in 1918-1919 was 208,030 acres, which produced 
6,567,629 bushels. For this year the official estimate of land 
sown in wheat is 142,960 acres, which is the lowest since 
1876, and with an estimated yield of 29 bushels to the acre, 
this will produce only 4,145,840..bushe's. It should, of 
course, be understood that these figures are approximate. 
This yield will not be sufficient for the requirements of the 
Dominion, but with about 2,000,000 bushels of Australian 
wheat on hand it is hoped, with the small carry-over from 
last harvest, that supply for the next twelve months will be 
sufficient to meet internal demands. 




















ie 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 











APPEAL TO WHEAT GROWERS. 


The Minister proceeded as follows : --- 

‘‘I have gathered from various sources during the last fey 
days that there is every indication that sufficient wheat yjjj 
not be sown to fulfil local requirements. If my information 
proves to be correct, it means that the Government will again 
have to resort to outside markets. The Government is fully 
aware of the fact that there are other branches of farming 
which have proved more profitable than wheat growing. The 
fact remains, however, that wheat is one of the most iy. 
portant commodities required in the country. The question 
of cost of production has been carefully and exhaustively 
inquired into by various officers of my Department, and j, 
was on the basis of these investigations that the offer 
accepted for this and next year’s crop were made, On behaj 
of the Government I want to make a very strong appeal ty 
farmers to grow as much wheat as they possibly can thi 
year in order that sufficient may be produced for th 
Dominion’s requirements, and thus avoid the necessity 
going to Australia or elsewhere for supplies. I trust ‘tha 
farmers, when they realise the position, wil] respond to the 
appeal of the Government. To my mind it is a very serioy 
state of things when a young country such as this is unable 
to satisiy 1ts own wants as far as wheat is concerned. 




























































Price oF Lanv. 

It is well known that within the last year or two prices oj 
land in New Zealand have increased very considerably and 
that side by side with this increase there has been consider. 
able speculation on the part of buyers who had no inten. 
tion of farming the land they buy. To such an extent has 
land increased that good dairying land is now fetching 
prices as high as £150 per acre, or even more in some cases, 
At a sale of land held recently prices of land in from 30 to 
90-acre blocks reached from £57 per acre for lighter lands 
to as much as £177 an acre for river flat dairying land. 
These high prices are consequent on the high prices which 
have been secured for New Zealand produce in the world’s 
market, but in the minds of some authorities they represent 
a coming danger to the Dominion. . 

Rise 1n Prices. 

Some figures published in the New Zealand Year Book 
show very strikingly the extent to which high prices have 
governed the export trade of the Dominion in the last few 
years, and show that while exports have been at a very high 
figure in value, the quantity of produce exported has been 
Slowly decreasing. The following figures of total exports 
show the actual values realised in 1915 to 1918 compared 
with the values which would have been realised for the same 
produce in 1914:— 

















Actual Actual Actual Value 

Value in Value at Value in at 1914 

1915. 1914 prices. 1916. Prices. 

& £ £ £ 

Eee 10,337,875 8,307 ,881 12,386,074 7,840,502 
Mutton ...... 2,893,161 2,523,099 2,529,971 2,009,265 
Lamb ......... 5,004,051 2,666,096 2,437,100 2,147,916 

Ree 1,626,157 1,272,331 2,119,057 1,662,5 
Butter ...... 2,700,625 2,263 ,565 2,652 293 1,932,163 
Cheese _....... 2,730,211 2.426 036 5,514,310 2,818,348 
Hides ........ 506,189 450,123 605,668 495 167 
Tallow _..... 780,828 758,019 785,339 636,483 
M,  sttentaitins 571,621 536,497 1,001,725 639,407 
Timber ...... 383.616 389 033 381,477 362,514 
aren 1,694,553 1,694,553 1,199,212 1,199,212 
Total ...... 27,278,887 23,087,283 29 592.226 21,743,366 

Actual Value Actual Value 

Value in at 1914 Value in at 1914 

1917. Prices. 1918. Prices. 

£ £ £ : 
een 12.175.366 7,534,631 7,527 ,266 4 588,938 
Mutton ...... 2.458.172 1,652,329 1,922 941 1,293,400 
OS ae 1,366,514 1,044,627 1,220,832 930,654 
ras 2.007 ,393 1,495,586 1,661,187 1,221,980 
Butter... 2.031.551 1,370,587 5,402 223 2,322,179 
Cheese... 3,949,251 2,629,334 4 087,278 2 .622,471 
Hides ........ 435,579 296,892 490 ,150 347 8% 
Tallow. ..... 553,016 356,846 847,618 465,100 
een 1,197,396 543,536 1,387,763 581,08 
Timber ...... 408,064 361,681 556,270 380,059 
re 26 582,302 17,285,849 23,103,528 14,754,509 








The figures for go!d for 1917 and 1918 are not available. 


In considering this actual decrease in quantities, allow- 
ance should be made for the effect of shortage of shipping 
and the consequent accumulation in New Zealand. 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continuea. 
SOUTH AFRICA. Increase. Decrease. 
es Value. Balance. 
FOREIGN TRADE IN 1919. Article. £ £ 
Qf more than passing interest to United Kingdom mer- prea liane tania . = oe 
chants, shippers, ond aupping companies, is the Report for Klectrical material and machinery esha 461,987 
1919 of the South African Customs Administration on the ieaeid ie = ie. Mies prin erate sist 
Trade and Shipping of the Union. Ten years have now ae ERC oe Se ne 226,185 aie 
massed cm i ik tee cae” tn Gen. teen. a steseeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeersceeenes 286,281 ~ 
, industries and commerce have been ae ae hhh saundaneiiiaiatanaiinieen —- 197,514 
developed in a marked degree, and apart from its gold, the Se alee 
country has become an increasingly important factor in in see = ersten ragaaaeits eae nag 
, C : Ts zli, — 
To what extent the Union’s products are destined to ee Q9% 
fgure in overseas markets may be judged from the follow- a EERE. "ons verccereresonensnesenes pr rsp se 
~ CD eeeeeer eee eee eee eeeeeeeeseereeeeeeeeseese 5] oo! 
a RE MU. eigtiinsnntsenedncnoninaneoidannesins 853,865 -- 
He . ue a a TT 222,987 — 
The grand total value of imports, exclusive of specie, into Oils. minerals ........ 471 201 an 
the Union during the year ended 31st December, 1919, was | paints and painters’ goods... 252°110 _ 
50,791,205, as compared with £49,487,168 for the year | Way paraffin PAR ae nib 184.088 
1918. These totals comprise ordinary merchandise and public | Woollen manufactures 7 arpa 474,975 
stores, imports of which compare for the two years as | Wood. unmanufactured “haeiaaneaca 146,110 a 


follows: — 


1919. 1918. 
Increase (+) 
or decrease (—) 
Value. Value. Value. 
£ “ 
Ordinary Merchandise ............... 45 ,712.795 47 397.389 — 684.594 
BEE secatnnsesnancentesesnosens 4,078,410 2,089,779 + 1,988,631 
SEE. wakodacassdbenneentes 50,791.205 49.487,168 + 1,304,03: 





The increase in the grand total is accounted for by larger 
importations by the Government of locomotives, rolling 
stock and other railway material, iron and steel manufac- 
tures, and, it is worthy of notice, aeroplanes and parts. The 
decrease of £685,000 in merchandise is due to a heavy fall 
in the total value of cotton manufactures imported, the 
figures being, roundly, £6,051,000, as against £12,836,000 
for 1918, the latter total having been one of the extra- 
ordinary features of the previous year’s trade. There was 
also a considerable decrease in the total importations of 
wollen cloth and _ piece-goods and other articles of 
wodllen manufacture, including apparel. The total value 
of imports under the heading woollen manufactures was 
£977,101 for 1919, showing a reduction of £474,975, as com- 
pared with the imports for 1918. 

Decreases in the imports of these textile goods are doubt- 
less to be accounted for by the following circumstances, 
namely: (a) overstocking in the next preceding year and 
the consequent temporary cessation of indenting; and (b) 
the difficulty experienced in obtaining supplies on the 
renewal of orders at a later date owing to the enormous 
demand for civilian clothing which followed demobilisation, 
manufacturers having more numerous orders near at hand 
than they could hope to cope with for many months to come. 

UNITED KINGDOM’s SHARE. 

Imports from the United Kingdom during 1919 amounted 
to £21,237,966, which was a little more than four million 
pounds less than the 1918 total. The decrease in cotton 
manufactures alone considerably exceeds the fall in the total 
importation from Great Britain. The following table shows 
the percentage share of the United Kingdom, British 
Possessions, the United States of America, and other coun- 
tries in the import trade of the Union for the years 1919, 
1918, 1913, and 1910: — 








1919 1918. 1913. 1910. 
Country. 
Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 
United Kingdom —.............60 45.5 54 54.4 59.0 
British Possessions :— 

a 3.9 2.0 2.2 1.9 
og ere 5.5 7.1 2.8 2.3 
Piers 3.5 2.5 5.2 4.7 
ia iad tee anas 8.7 2.8 1.7 1.8 
United States of Amerfca 94.1 13.9 9.5 7.8 
ss TR 4 8 33 1.6 
 —: 1.8 2.0 1.8 1.9 
SE 3.8 5.6 3 2 
TARE LCR LIES an 0 8.8 10.3 

Total value . 


£47 ,397,389 £38,526,381 


of merchandise £46,712,795 £34,007,178 





INCREASES AND DECREASES. 


The principal increases and decreases in imports of 
merchandise during the year are as under :— 


Increase. Decrease. 
Vatue. Balance. 
Article. £ £ 
Agricultural implements and machinery 185,921 — 
Animals, living : — 

NET TO OUST aT Oe 222 236 _— 
Sheep and lambs _ ...........s.cceeeeeeeeees 133,881 ste 
Ti ilataeblatidineniasienes 169,917 =e 

Binding twine and harvest yarn ........ | — 132,289 





Motor Cars. 

The most conspicuous increase for the year was in the 
value of motor cars imported. The total number of motor 
cars introduced last year shows an increase of more than 
4,000 over 1918, in which year, however, there had been a 
diminished export from the United States of America 
owing to the participation of that country in the war. The 
Government of the United States had issued instructions to 
the factories which set a limit to the output of ‘‘pleasure 


? 


cars,’ and further restriction was brought about by control 
and the difficulty of obtaining priority certificates. The 
number of cars imported in 1917 was 4,733, and the 


temporary non-fulfilment of orders in 1918 and the Jatter 
parc of 1917 doubtless had a considerable bearing upon the 
large increases in 1919. 

Imports oF AGRICULTURAL TRACTORS. 


As an indication of the increasing disposition to adopt 
the most modern mechanical methods of cultivation, the 
comparatively large importation of farm tractors last year 
deserves notice. Particulars specially recorded during the 
year for inclusion in this review permit the following state- 
ment to be given :— 


Country of origin. Number. Value. 

£ 
SE SIN scncccneneusssnnencddeasinis 4 1,096 
IND. :sitsi.nis ied tihenidhdihah dlehadeanniuawain wedi 21 4,239 
United States of America ................ 269 47 977 
>, -scsshslutdpreeseeanneu 294 53,312 


— —_——_- -—_—_— 


The value includes the value of parts imported separately, 
amounting to about £1,100. 


MACHINERY. 


There was an unusually large importation of manufac- 
turing machinery, afiecting a number of industries old and 
new, such as those for or engaged in the production of sugar, 
explosives, indiarubber, glass bottles, boots and shoes, flour 
and confectionery. Referring to the local manufacture of 
boots and shoes which has made such great progress, atten- 
tion might be drawn to imports from the Argentine Republic 
for the first time in 1917, the total for 1919 being 46,862 
pairs, valued at £36,886. The value of the output within 
the Union of industries concerned with the manufacture 
of leather and leatherware for the year 1917-18 (the latest 
year for which particulars are available) was £2,281 ,425, as 
compared with £1,239,888—an increase of over a million 
pounds. Regarding manufactures as a whole, the total 
value of the output from factories of all kinds was 
£60,828,440 for 1917-18, as compared with £40,434,882 for 
the year 1915-16. Towards these totals the amounts con 
tributed by industries producing or manufacturing articles 
of food and drink were respectively £16,547,000 and 
£11,100,000. 

Exports. 


The grand total value of exports from the Union, exalusive 
of bullion and specie, for the year ended 3lst December, 
1919, was £52,098,752, as compared with £32,949,237 for 
the year 1918, showing an increase of £19,149,515. An 
increase of more than eight million pounds in the total value 
of wool, and four-and-a-half million pounds in the value of 
diamonds exported, went far towards establishing this re- 
markable record. But there were many noteworthy totals 
besides, and throughout the export returns there will be 
discovered abundant evidences of important progress on this 
side of the country’s external trade. 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. ;{ — 





The larger increases in 1919 and 1918—dealing with 


domestic produce only—are found in wool (increase, 
£8,229,458), diamonds (£4,483,725), ostrich feathers 


(£1,557,386), sheep skins (£1,497,817), goat skins (£671,174), 
ox and cow hides (£520,002), maize meal (£1,173,848), meats 
(£693,555), sugar (£360,437), wattle bark and extract 
(£190,075), oats (£164,044), and confectionery and jams 
(£133,172). 

Export oF SouTH AFRICAN PRODUCE (INCLUDING GOLD). 

Adding to the total value of South African produce ex- 
ported the value of the raw gold output of the Union, the 
following comparison of exports for the sears 1919, 1918, 
1913, and 1910, is of interest :— 


Value. Value. 
£ £ 
a ea 83,522,732 1913 _...........0 64,015,645 
eee 64,671,739 1910 _............. 53,753,520 


If the above figures were not capable of complete substan- 
tiation by reference to detailed statements, their rapid pro- 
gression by millions of pounds, so astonishingly accelerated 
in 1919, would be almost incredible. Excluding gold, the 
total value of South African produce exported during the 
same years was as follows :— 


Value. Value. 
£ 
ea RR ae) rere 26,426,246 
28.912.736 1910 _............. 19,508,590 


The enhancement of prices, though contributing in no 
small measure to the remarkable expansion, by no means 
accounts for the enormous aggregate figure reached. There 
was a very substantial increase in the volume of many of 
the leading products exported during 1919, as compared 
with the preceding year; such as in wool (185 against 116 
million pounds in weight), hides and skins, feathers, wattle 
bark, manures, asbestos, sugar and sugar products, eggs, 
meat, cheese, and dried fruits. Angora hair shows a 
diminished quantity with a marked increase in value. 

The total value of South African agricultural and pastoral 
produce exported during the year 1919 was £32,820,388. 
This figure exceeds the total value of the gold output for 
1910, and compares with £9,484,687, the value of similar 
produce exported in that year. 

Woot. 


The quantity of wool exported during each of the last ten | 


years, and the average value per pound, are shown in the 


illuminating statement :— 
Average value. 


Year. Quantity exported. per lb. 
lb. s. d. 
EE  enieiininintnieriewilancowde 184,927 ,986 1 113 
EE : “eiliegsietanedenmmanaiens 115,634,498 1 $s 
SEE. Giniaienininmnctnentek 117,657,142 1 6 
SE. denedskniianinenaevaes 136,395,191 0113 
SED - “‘wixensteeteonestctenes 170,003,173 0 73 
SR  - enensptaestvbvcesaness 133,981,317 0 7 
te - tendvemneenciaan 176,971,865 Q 73 
T°.  aiskcindoniinnenetnes 161,974,684 0 7 
UE xb asasinwnececesoansns 132,207 ,029 0 7 
TED Séuvbensssinsasscrense 121,668,028 0 73 


The enormously increased production, coupled with an 
average price which has exceeded, by exactly 200 per cent., 
the highest limit of previous years, must have placed the 
principal participants in the golden harvest reaped in a 
financial position unexampled as far as this industry is 
concerned. The quantity of wool exported in 1898, i.e., just 
before the South African war, was 30,193,377 lb. The total 
quantity shipped during 1919, viz., 184,927,986 lb., was the 
largest ever recorded for one year in the history of South 
African wool-growing. 

DIAMONDS. 

The increase in the total value of diamonds exported is 
another leading feature of last year’s export returns, The 
selling agreement and the policy of control arranged by the 
four largest producers of diamonds are calculated to have a 
profound influence upon the world’s market, redounding. it 
is claimed, to the benefit of the Union in the increased life 
of the mines and in other directions. 


BuTTER AND CHEESE. 

During the last few years locally-produced butter and 
cheese have steadily been displacing the imported product, 
and their claim to rank as staple exports appears to be 
now established. The quantity of cheese imported fell from 
4.651.000 Ib. in 1910 to 20,334 Ib. in 1919, and the auantity 
of butter from 3,606.000 Ib to 356,000 lb. For the decrease 
in the quantity of butter exported last year as compared 
with 1918, there was compensation, so to say, in the much 
larger exportation of cheese (1,526,000 lb. against 425,000 
lb.). There was a considerably larger quantity of cheese 
exported than in any previous year, and the falling off in 
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butter shipments was due to the acute temporary shorts, 
occasioned by the drought to which reference is made late 


AGRICULTURAL AND Dairy Propvucts. : 
I'he progress of dairying and of food production generg] 
throughout South Africa since the date of Union has ’ 
fact been most remarkable. If we reflect upon the f a) 
given in the following table, showing imports and aul 
for 1919 and 1910, we cannot fail to be impressed with 
immense significance of the latest totals, or to apprecia, 
the magnitude of the forward movement which has take 
place. It will be observed in examining this table ths 
whereas the balance was in favour of imports in almost even f 
instance for the year 1910, the position has since been og 
pletely reversed. The improvement has certainly not hee 
paralleled in any previous decennial period:— ~ 


Balance in favour ¢ 












































































Imports. Exports. imports. } 
Article. Quantity. Quantity. quaakite. quam 
lb. lb. Ib ‘ 
Bacon and hams 
 plersseninhs 41,258 1,331,180 _ 1,280.0: 
BIE. sicisiketisteataie? 5,465,965 23,705 5,442,260 a 
Butter: : 
ae 356,035 452,596 ~ i 
Cn 3,606,153 153,613 3,452,540 
Cheese: = 
er 20,334 1,546,968 _ 1.5% ty 
seine 4,650,984 20,933 4,630,051 Bie 
Eggs: i 
seers 630 $91,350 — 800.) 
ae 1,848,550 130.007 1,718,543 @ by 
Meats—Fresh and ‘i 
Frozen: 
Beef, 1919 _...... -- 44.408 861 _ 44,408, % 
1910 ...... 2,298,044 235.435 2,753,609 ii 
Mutton, 1919 ... 173,483 45,930 127,553 
1910 .... 2,775,792 61.914 2,713,878 a 
Sugar: 
eee 5,654,865 38,046,725 — $2. 391.% 
r , 1910 scecanlolaaee 59,351.686 6,101,989 53,249,697 ey 
ats: 
REE eee — 48,454,138 _ BM Ih 
BO ocelot 938,839 6,783,222 ° Fy 
Wheat rea 
eee 45,199,647 9 251,952 42,947,695 PS 
1910 _................ 211,023,659 40,686 210,982,973 ise 
Jams and jellies: 
._ eae 267 031 8,645,631 -- 8,378,640 
RE 9 243,361 170,665. 2,072,696 es 
Biscuits: 
eer 220,942 262,794 -_ 4) 62) 
i 1,994,689 34.421 i,960.268 “a 
Currants and raisins: 
get 1,256,308 4,022,875 ~_— 2 766.347 
1910 .....-sesee.., 1,930,167 13.318 1,916,849 "'. 
Vermicelli and macaroni: 
ES 13,031 346,852 — 838 a 
Sel ceaaciaien 740,352 7,418 732,934 - 


Raw Corton. 
Amongst smaller increases shown in last year’s returns, 
one of great importance is the increase in exports of rar 


cotton. The quantities exported during 1919, 1918, 1913 
and 1910, were as follows :— 

lb. lb. 
ee a oa Ae ere 32,47] 
SP <inintiacesinenss Pe UP nhosisiavencensnas 17,635 


| DIRECTION oF Exports. 

Briefly stated, the direction of the export trade was 3 
indicated in the following table, showing values and pet 
centages for each of the years 1919, 1918, 1913, and 1910:- 


1919. 1918. 
Countries of destination. Per Per 
Value. cent. Value. cent. 
United Kingdom ......... 29,357,730 61-0 15,431,665 534 
British Possessions ...... 3,896,797 3,280,194 11-4 


United States of America 7,830,379 I 5,988,380 207 








8-1 
6-3 
ee Eanes 3,752,213 7-8 2816249 97 
 § -NoiueIenierimnenes 1,219,898 2-5 — i 
BR, 8 iit ictal ince 975,588 2-0 236,397 % 
a. —- _ = er 
Other countries .......... 1,099,568 2-3 1,159,851 40 
aE er 48,132,123 100 £8,912,786 100 
1913. 1910. 

Countries of destination. Per Per 
Value. cent. Value.  cett. 
United Kingdom _........ 21,240,175 80-4 15,574,505 798 
British Possessions 663,055 25 100,864 
United States of America 536,217 2-0 401,820 2! 
eR nner serena an ren 40 = 6 .* 
SNS -ncoinicdaiaianeuiibaumnavio 698,122 2-6 668,020 34 
PWGMCO — cececescceeesssvsecene 197.292 -8 167,946 °* 
ee 2,141,990 81 1,813,963 9% 
Other countries .......... 949,355 3-6 781,427 40 





Total 26,426,246 100 _—_19,508,590 100 


For the larger percentage share of British Possessions in the 
total trade, exports to South-West Africa and to Egypt #* 
chiefly accountable. 


ee eee eee eee eeeneee 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continuea. 
EUROPE. 


GREECE (Chios and Mitylene). 


INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE. 
(From H.M. Vice-Consul.) 











CHios. 


The two chief islands of the Aigean have more or less 
distinctive products. Chios produces gum mastic, almonds, 
oranges, lemons, and mandarins in great quantity. Mity- 
lene produces olive oil and has a resultant soap industry. 

Chios has a population of about 100,000, of whom some 
3,000 live in Chios Port. Chios Port itself is one of the 
best harbours in these parts, being protected by a double 
mole, and having a depth allowing large steamers to anchor 
r even lie alongside the quays in the north-western area. 


AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS. 

The output of olives and olive products varies greatly each 
year. Roughly, one may reckon alternate years as being 
ood and bad seasons. Tobacco growing received a con- 
siderable impetus during the war. [Fruit production 1s 
important. Oranges, lemons, mandarins, and citrons grow 
in great profusion. The annual yield is roughly :— 

Oranges, 100,000 cases; mandarins, 300,000 cases ; lemons, 
90,000 cases. There should be an opening for a marmalade 
industry here when sugar becomes cheaper, seeing that tens 
of thousands or oranges, etc., fall from the trees each year. 

The annual yield of almonds is about 1,300 tons. They 
are exported to India, France, Egypt, and the Black Sea. 

Mastika (gum mastic) is a product peculiar to Chios. The 
annual yield is about 500 tons. Exported to Germany, 
Austria, etc., it is made into hoot varnishes, etc. Lately it 
has been exported to America also. The annual yield of 
aniseed is 150 tons. 

OPENINGS FOR AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS, ETC. 

As regards agricultural implements used, the islanders are 
backward. There should be a good market for modern 
agricultural implements if propaganda and demonstration 
once convinced the peasants of their superiority. The ex- 
tended use of artificial manures would improve the produc- 
tion of the island. Appliances or inventions connected with 
fruit trees would be received with interest. 


MINERALS AND METALS. . 
Lignite of extremely good quality is worked at Nenita. 
Deposits of good quality lignite are also known to exist in 


0 


other parts of the island. The Nenita seam extends right 


under the Chios Straits, and occurs again at Capo Bianco 
(Asia Minor), ten kilometres away. Lack of labour and 
incomplete organisation, together with lack of transport 
facilities, hinder the output. If these difficulties are over- 
come, the mines should be important, 

In the neighbourhood of Keramos are considerable 
antimony mines, with smelting kilns. The mines are 
situated near the sea. The workings, abandoned by a 
French company in Turkish times, were resumed in 1918, 
and a considerable amount has now been excavated. The 
antimony is of excellent quality. . 

Copper and iron of good quality exist, but are not yet 
worked, and manganese, up to the present, has only been 
found in small quantities. 

Tue TANNING INbuUSTRY. 

The only other considerable industry is tanning. About 
3,200 tons of tanned hides are exported annually to Turkey, 
Bulgaria, Syria, and Continental Greece. 


ProGREss oF SHIPPING INDUSTRY. 

Chios owns a large sailing-vessel fleet, and vessels up to 
200 tons have been built. Very many Chiotes are now ex- 
ceedingly rich owners of steamers, the foundations of their 
fortunes having been laid by the high freights obtained by 
the original sailing vessels at the beginning of the war. There 
will always be a steady demand for all sorts of sailing-vessel 
requisites. It should be noted that in the past most of these 
tame from Germany and Austria. 


TextTire TRADE OPENINGS. 

German and Austrian fabrics have held the market for 
cotton goods in the past. Expensive articles bear no chance 
whatever as against cheap goods that look all right, although 
they may not be durable. 


DemManp For Hovse FITTINGS. 

With the repatriation of the Erythraia refugees, and also 
on general account, there should be a fair demand for house- 
builders’ accessories (locks, keys, hinges, bolts, door and 
window fittings, etc.). 

MITYLENE AND ApJAcENT ISLANDS. 

Mitylene has a population of about 170,000, of whom some 
20,000 live in Lesbos, the capital. The port of the capital is 
small and shallow, so that vessels are obliged to anchor out- 
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side. Within the jurisdiction of Mitylene are included the 
islands of Lemnos, Imbros, Samothraki, and Tenedos. 


AGRICULTURAL PropucTs. 

Olives and olive products are the principal output of Mity- 
lene, and it is estimated that about 380 square miles of the 
Island are under olives. There has been very little progress 
in the mode of cultivation in the last century. The sub. 
sequent preparation of the oil is moderately advanced, how- 
ever, and a good quality is produced, varying from 1 to 8 
per cent. acidity. 

Tobacco growing is an industry which has developed since 
the war and the closing of the Samsoun and Cavalla centres. 
The quality produced is fair. In 1917 it fetched up to 18 
drachmas the oke. In 1918 farmers unwisely refused to sell 
at 12 to 14 drachmas the oke, and in 1919 tobacco was 
fetching only 6 to 7 drachmas an oke. Prospects for the 
maintenance of the industry are not encouraging under those 
circumstances, 

Valonidhi is produced in various small centres scattered 
over the western half of the Island, and is exported in equal 
parts to the United Kingdom, Bulgaria and Italy. Over 250 
tons of aniseed was produced in 1918, and the yield of figs 
was nearly 700,000 okes. 


Soap MANUFACTURE. 

The principal industry of Mitylene is soap manufacture. 
Quite good oil is generally used in its manufacture, The 
chief centres of the industry are Plomari and Yera, and 
about 4,800 tons are exported annually. Apart from local 
consumption (Greece), the chief consumers are Turkey and 
Bulgaria, the former sometimes taking the inferior qualities, 
which are generally adulterated with a kind of tale. The 
soda (some 600 tons annually) is almost entirely imported 
from the United Kingdom. 


COMPETITION FOR THE IsLAND’s TRADE. 

Latterly the United States has made efforts to establish 
trading connections with Mitylene. Spanish goods have also 
appeared in some quantity, and the regular call at Mitylene 
of a Spanish line of vessels is proposed. French commercial 
travellers got to work in 1919, but up to late in that year 
no British commercial traveller had visited the island, 
though British goods are highly appreciated. 


THe NEIGHBOURING MAINLAND Coast. 

All remarks applying to Mitylene apply to the opposite 
coast, served by the ports Aivali and Dikelli. Aivali is itself 
the centre of a valuable olive-oil district, and has some 20 
factories of olive oil and soap. With the return of the 
refugees there is every sign that industry will speedily 
recover. These ports serve a rich hinterland. The distance 
from Mitylene to Aivali is some 23 miles; from Mitylene to 
Dikelli, some 18 miles. 

Owing to the fact that so many merchants from these 
towns were refugees in Mitylene during the war, the Mity- 
lene Vice-Consulate is in a position to put British merchants 
into touch with reliable persons in these districts. 





SPAIN. 


THE LAST OLIVE HARVEST. 

It appears from statistics furnished to the Spanish Agri- 
cultural Production Committee by the provincial Agronomical 
Offices, that the last olive harvest amounted to 17,968,108 
metric quintals, representing approximately a yield of 
3,338,540 metric quintals of olive oil—a considerable increase 
on the production of the previous year, which was 14,038,314 
metric quintals of olives and 2,552,023 of olive oil. 

The yield is also considerably above the average of the 
last five years, having been exceeded.only in that period by 
the production in the year 1917, one of the largest registered. 

The following provinces record the largest yields, in order 
as given :—Jaen, Cordoba, Seville, Lerida, Valencia, Toledo, 
Granada, Badajos, Tarragona, and Huesca. 








SWEDEN. 


AND HOUSING 
(From H.M. Minister.) 





BUILDING SCHEMES. 


STOCKHOLM. 

A Government Housing Bill has been introduced in the 
Riksdag. The following is an extract from the Press report 
on the Bill: — 

According to the Bill the building period will cover five 
years with a production of forty thousand fireplaces (living- 
rooms), as well as five thousand fireplaces for State officials. 
The average cost of each fireplace is taken at six thousand 
kronor, and thus brings the total Government grant to two 
hundred and forty million kronor for subvention purposes 
and thirty million kronor for direct State house production. 
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The ‘‘Housing Committee’ has based its report on a 
normal requirement of twenty-four thousand fireplaces per 
annum. It is considered quite impossible to place building 
on a normal footing except by Government intervention. 

As regards the building of houses for State officials, appli- 
catious were received trom different towns all over the 
country for grants amounting to one hundred and fifty-eight 
million kronor, but this was considered entirely beyond the 
financial resources of the State, and was therefore reduced 
to thirty millions. 

Bui.pine Loans. 

With regard to building by municipalities, private 
societies, aud house companies, etc., there is difficulty in 
securing secondary credits. This will be provisionally 
arranged by the State establishing a House-Building Fund, 
to be raised to a maximum of one hundred million kronor. 
One of the conditions for obtaining building loans from this 
fund will be that the builder supplies fifty per cent. uf the 
cost of the building himself, the value of the site not in- 
cluded. Loans cannot be cancelled under twenty years, and 
on the termination of this period can be renewed until 1958. 
This credit is not, however, considered sufficient to stimulate 
house building, so that the Housing Committee of the 
Federation of Swedish Municipalities has presented a pro- 
gramme with two alternatives. According to the first one 
the State will make good to the builder his loss in interest 
on the invested capital. After a certain number of years a 
settlement can be reached with the State. But the difficulty 
of estimating the amount of State expenditure involved 
renders this scheme inadvisable. 

The second alternative is that the State should for a 
certain time and to a certain extent relinquish its claims 
for interest on loans. 

The Housing Committee has suggested a form of subven- 
tion closely allied to the Swedish system of direct deprecia- 
tion of capital, and also propose to obtain funds for State 
building subsidies by an ‘‘Increased Rent Value Tax”’ in 
the form of an extraordinary temporary taxation of the 
increased net income from rents. 

Both of these systems have, with certain modifications, 
been included in the Government Bull. Subvention will 
therefore either take the form of a loan free of interest for 
ten years, or a direct capital subvention up to twenty per 
cent. of the cost of building. The latter form of subvention 
need not necessarily exclude a loan being obtained from the 
House Building Fund, but in such a case interest will have 
to be paid at the same rate as paid by the State itself. As 
a rule only small tenements will receive subventions. 

Further, unions of State servants can receive the advant- 
ages in question without municipal intervention. In such 
cases subventions will be given for tenements up to five 
rooms and a kitchen, and in exceptional cases up to six rooms 
and a kitchen. 

Four million kronor and six-and-a-half million kronor are 
the grants asked for 1920 and 1921 for subvention purposes. 
The Increased Rent Value Tax will most likely first be 
received in the latter part of 1921. 


BuILpING MATERIALS. ETC. 


It is expected that the above building programme will 
stiffen the market for building material and labour. If it 
proves necessary the State can be independent of the market, 
as it is the owner of large sawmills, and the Profiteering and 
Right of Disposal Laws are still in force. 

As far as the question of labour is concerned, it is con- 
sidered very desirable to engage skilled workmen by the vear 
as far as possible. 

A grant of twenty-five thousand kronor is requested for 
a competition on standard materials, and another grant of 
seventy-five thousand kronor for travelling scholarships to 
architects, builders, and workmen in the building line, as 
well as for medicinal-hygienic experts. 

The question of the rationing of rooms has been considered 
by the Housing Committee, but not included in the Bill, as 
it is hoped that the present scarcity of houses will be met 
by the present Bill. 


INCREASED RENTAL VALuR Tax. 


A Bill has also been introduced in the Riksdag proposing 
to tax the increased net rental value of properties for the 
calendar year immediately preceding that during which 
taxation was made over and above the net rental value in 
1916. The net rental value is obtained by deducting the 
interests on the debts of the property, incidental expenses, 
repairs, insurances, consumption of water, etc., calculated at 
the rate of two-and-a-half per cent. for stone houses, and 
three per cent. for buildings of other materials. There will 
be no tax on properties, the increased value of which does 
not amount to five hundred kronor. On properties the in- 
creased value of which does not exceed eight hundred kronor 
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the tax will be twenty per cent., for those exceeding eight 
hundred kronor, fifty per cent. 

The revenue from this tax will be used for the promotigy 
of house building. 





ASIA. 


CHINA. 


TRADE AT WUCHOW AND NANNING. 

Mr. 8. Wyatt-Smith, until recently H.M. Consul aj 
Wuchow, where he was stationed for 18 months, and previo 
to that at Tsinanfu, Shangtung, is at present in this country 
on leave. : 

rie states that trade at Wuchow and Nanning is in the 
hands of the Chinese with the exception of the Asiatic 
Petroleum Company’s and British-American Tobacco Con. 
pany’s interests. Imports of piece-goods are tairly plentiful, 
and are made through Chinese merchants at Hongkong. The 
Chinese have as yet not much use for other Western manv. 
tactured goods. 

Wuchow was recently equipped with an electric-light 
pliant, and the contract for the machinery was obtained ip 
China by an American merchant firm on behalf of American 
manufacturers. It seems, added Mr. Wyatt-Smith, that 
a British firm in China, acting on behalf of another at home, 
ran the Americans very close as regards the securing of this 
contract. 

Regarding a recent report from Chinese sources in a 
British newspaper in China that the city of Wuchow is to 
be reconstructed and supplied with roads, tramways, and 
other Western improvements, Mr. Wyatt-Smith did not 
think that anything very important would develop yet 
awhile. Nanning, however, will probably be equipped with 
waterworks in the near future. 

There is a fairly good trade in the export of native pro- 
duce from Kwangse, but this also is in the hands of Chinese 
merchants, and it is thought that a British merchant firm 
opening a branch at Wuchow or Nanning would meet with 
obstacles promoted by the local Chinese merchants. 











SOUTHERN PALESTINE 
(Occupied Territory). 





AGRICULTURAL PROGRESS. 

According to the Official Gazette of the Occupied Enemy 
Territory Administration in Southern Palestine, it is pro 
bable that the grain harvest of that district will this year 
be well above the average. Recent reports indicate a re 
markable recovery of wheat and barley crops since February, 
when growth was brought to a standstill through exception- 
ally severe weather, and, apart from a few small areas from 
which the crops were actually washed away and a certain 
amount of premature ripening, no ultimate damage is likely 
to result. Barley in most cases is well forward, while wheat, 
though generally late, is assured of sufficient moisture for 
development. Good yields of beans, lentils, and kersennah 
are also expected. 

With the exception of a plague of field rats at Acre, for 
which supplies of poison were forwarded from England, and 
the limited occurrence of a small boring worm in late-planted 
wheat, crops have enjoyed a satisfactory immunity from 
pests and disease. 

The question of adjusting supplies, as between cenires 
with early and late harvests respectively, is receiving attel- 
tion. 

CoTTon GINNING FACILITIES. 


Cotton growers who obtained encouraging results last 
summer have been faced with the absence of local ginning 
facilities and the prohibition of all cotton imports into 
Egypt. The British Cotton Growing Association have con- 
sequently been requested to supply at cost price hand gins 
suitable for experimental areas, or alternatively to accept 
and gin seed cotton at Liverpool for disposal to the best 
advantage. 


AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY REQUIREMENTS. 


Although extensive preparations for summer planting are 
being carried out, expansion will necessarily be limited by 
the considerably depleted supply of draught animals. In 
this connection, landowners present at the trial of an agri 
cultural tractor at Haifa were favourably impressed with 
the possibilities of the system, and negotiations have beer 
entered into for demonstrations of harvesting and threshing 
plant at various centres next season, with a view to freeing 
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animals now wastefully employed in treading out crops. For 
the purposes of cultivation and transport, local requirements 
are recognised in these machines by the addition of t*bc- 
cutting attachments. 





SMYRNA. 


SUPPLIES OF VALONEA. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
CONSTANTINOPLE 





Very important stocks of valonea have reached Smyrna 
since the Armistice, including a great part of the 1915-1919 
production. Important shipments to the United Kingdom 
and America have taken place since May, 1919, but the 
Smyrna market can still dispose of 25,000 cwt. 

Large quantities of valonea of 1915-19 crops are still to 
be found in the Interior, especially at Ouchak. This stock, 
for political reasons and also on account of excessive cost 
of manipulation, transport, etc., is not being brought down 
to Smyrna. 

Owing to the excessive cost of labour, the handling is not 
as carefully done as in pre-war days, and hence shipments 
are frequently made without much trouble being taken in 
the sorting. 

It is stated that in December alone 67,000 cwt. was 
shipped. It is foreseen that should the United Kingdom 
and the United States of America alone import the Smyrna 
valonea the market will be very weak, as Russia, Austria, 
and Germany helped largely to clear the stocks in pre-war 
days. 





LATIN AMERICA. 


BRAZIL. 


TRADE OF MARANHAO IN _ 1919. 
(From H.M. Vice-Consul.) 








MARANHAO. 

The past year was a prosperous one for the town of 
Maranhao, especially as far as the foreign trade was con- 
cerned, there being a large advance on the figures of the 
previous year. 

In the exports there was a considerable increase in every 
direction, and the accumulated stocks of the previous year 
were gradually reduced. Of the shipments the United King- 
dom took, via Liverpool, 5,059 tons; to Portgual, via 
Leixoes, 2,227 tons: while 2,155 tons were shipped to 
Antwerp; 1,016 tons to Rotterdam, and 27 tons to New 
York. 

CHARACTER OF Exports. 

The chief article was the babassu kernel, of which 5,640 
tons were shipped. 

The export of cotton was about 900 tons, a large increase 
over the previous year. 

Considerable shipments of cotton seed were made during 
the latter half of the year, solely to the United Kingdom. 

Farinha, maize, and tapioca were shipped in fair quanti- 
ties during the first half of the year. 

Some 809 tons of hides were shipped, the greater portion 
to Leixoes. : 

Castor seed to the extent of 300 tuns was exported during 
the year, and shipments should gradually increase. 

Other exports included cotton-seed residue, rice, sugar, 
carnahuba wax, rubber, deer skins, jaborandi, isinglass, 
hair, and balsam. 


INCREASED IMPORTS AND SHIPPING FACILITIES. 


Imports, as well as exports, show a large increase over the 
figures of the previous year, chiefly due to greater facilities 
in shipping. By far the greater portion of the imports con- 
tinue to come from the United States. 


DECLINE IN CoASTING TRADE. 


The coastwise trade, both in imports and exports, showed 
a large falling off in valume, owing, to a great extent, to 
want of tonnage. 

EXCHANGE AND BANKING. 


The sudden rise of the Brazilian exchange towards the 
end of the year had an unsteadying effect on business, as 
also did the decline in value of the Portuguese escudo. 

The London and Brazilian Bank, Ltd., opened a branch 
ét Maranhao during the year. 


- — 
—_ 
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Finance and Banking. 


GERMAN AUSTRIA. 
INCREASE OF BANKING CAPITAL. 


According to the Swiss press, the Viennese Banks propose 
to follow the example set by those in Prague by making con- 
siderable additions to their share capital. 

The Kreditanstalt intends to raise its share capital of 
200 million kronen by fifty and perhaps one hundred million 
kronen. The Depositenbank is to double its present capital 
of 150 million kronen. Already some weeks ago it was stated 
that the Anglo Bank intends to augment its capital with 
the help of London and Paris commercial circles, with which 
it has once more got into touch. The Linderbank is to 
negotiate 40,000,000 francs worth of preference shares in 
Paris, and to transform itself into a French undertaking. 
As for the Verkehrsbank, it has already raised its share 
capital by 150 million kronen, and a further augmentation 
is expected in case the bank succeeds in forming a connec- 
tion with a London financial group. 

The issues of new shares already decided upon should bring 
the banks an increase of some one to one and a half milliard 
kronen. The reasons given for the increase in capital are 
need of money at home and also the provision required for 
important affairs now being matured. Home requirements 
in money in Austria have attained gigantic proportions 
owing to the depreciation of the currency and also to the 
general rise in the cost of living. Industrial and commercial 
undertakings continue to make large demands for credit. 
On the other hand, important business concerns are being 
planned and prepared. The Kreditanstalt, for instance, is 
anxious to get a footing in Poland, and to enter into con- 
junction with the Warsaw Disconto-Bank. 











UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


REGULATIONS UNDER THE EDGE ACT. 


(From &. L. Nosworthy, Acting Commercial Secretary to 
H.M. Embassy.) 





WASHINGTON. 

Regulations have now been issued by the Federal Reserve 
Board explaining the provisions of the Edge Act in detail. 
It is still early to speak of the extent to which advantage is 
likely to be taken of new legislation, although it is under- 
stood that special interest has been shown by cotton con- 
cerns in the South and by grain and flour dealers in the 
Middle Western States. 


REGULATIONS AND PROVISIONS. 

The regulations and provisions explanatory of the Act 
state that although during the period of the war attempts 
were made by amending the Federal Reserve Act to stimu- 
late investment in International and Foreign operations, no 
definite steps were taken until December, 1919, when the 
Edge Act was legalised, permitting the incorporation under 
Federal control of Corporations engaged principally in Inter- 
national and foreign banking, and in whose stock the Con- 
gress authorised national banks to invest their funds. 
Although the Edge Act came into being at a time when the 
reconstruction of Europe was demanding urgent considera- 
tion, the ulterior motive of the legislation was to provide 
for the permanent development of American export trade 
by means of a Federal system of powerful international 
banking or financial corporations operating under Federal 
supervision. A summary of the regulations governing the 
organisation and operation of corporations under the pro- 
visions of the Edge Act is given below :— 

ORGANISATION. 

The scheme of organisation permits any number of persons, 
not less than five in number, to form a corporation under 
the terms of the Act in the United States or its Dependencies 
and Possessions, either directly or through the agency or 
control of local institutions in foreign countries or posses- 
sions. The Articles of Association must specify in general 
terms the objects of the corporation, and may contain any 
provisions consistent with the law. They must be signed by 
each person participating in the organisation, and, when 
signed, should be forwarded for filling to the Federal Re- 
serve Board (F.R.B.). All such persons must complete 
satisfactorily an organisation certificate on a form supplied 
by the F.R.B., stating the name of the corporation, places 
of operation, location of home office, amount of capital and 
number of shares. names, businesses and shares of the persons 
executing the certificate, etc. The signatories must acknow- 
ledge the execution of the certificate before a judge or notary 
public, who will certify thereto under seal. 

The name of the corporation is subject to the approval 
of the F.R.B., and should indicate as far as possible the 
nature or reason of the business contemplated. No corpora- 
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FINANCE AND BANKING —continued. 





tion issuing its own bonds, etc., is permitted to have the 
word ‘‘ bank” as part of its title; nor can this word be 
used when the title already contains the word ‘‘ Federal. 


AUTHORITY TO COMMENCE BUSINESS. 

The Corporations are not permitted to commence business 
until they have been formally authorised by the F.R.B. by 
a final permit. Before the Board issues its permit, the 
president or cashier, together with at least three directors, 
must certify (a) that each director is a citizen of the United 
States ; (b) that a majority of the shares is owned by citizens 
of the United States or by firms the controlling interest in 
which is owned by citizens of the United States ; and (c) that 
of the authorised capital at least 25 per cent. has been paid 
in cash and that each shareholder has paid in at least 25 per 
cent. of his subscription. 

CaPITAL. 

The share capital must not be less than 2,000,000 dollars, 
and the par value, together with the different kinds of the 
shares, must be specified in the Articles of Association. 
Shares are only issuable and transferable to persons who are 
citizens of the United States, as in (b) of the previous 
paragraph, subject to the approval of the board of directors. 
If a holder of shares becomes subject to the contro! of a 
foreign State, the board of directors may serve on the holder 
a notice requiring him within two months to transfer such 
shares to a citizen or firm of the United States. If after 
two months the shares have not been transferred, they will 
be forfeited to the corporation. 

OPERATIONS. 

No corporation is permitted to carry on any part of its 
business in the United States except such as is incidental to 
its international or foreign business. Agencies may le 
established in the United States with the approval of the 
F.R.B. The corporation can conduct business abroad, either 
directly or indirectly through the ownership or control of 
corporations, provided these other corporations are not en- 
gaged in the general business of buying or selling goods in 
the United States, and that they are not transacting any 
business in the United States except such as is incidental to 
their international or foreign operations. The approval of 
the F.R.B. must be obtained before the corporation can 
invest more than 15 per cent. of its capital in any corpora- 
tion engaged in the business of banking, or more than 10 
per cent. in the stock of any other kind of corporation. It 
is not permitted to purchase shares in any other corporation 
organised under the Federal Reserve Act which is in sub- 
stantial competition therewith. This restriction, however, 
does not apply to corporations organised under foreign 
legislation. 

Issue OF DEBENTURES, BoNps, ETC. 

No corporation can make a public or private issue of its 
debentures, bonds, etc., without the approval of the F.R.B., 
but this restriction does not apply to notes issued by the 
corporation in borrowing from banks for temporary purposes 
not exceeding one year. Advertisements, etc., of the issue 
of such obligations, however, must not contain any reference 
to the fact that the F.R.B. has granted its approval of the 
issue. 

SALE OF FoREIGN SECURITIES. 

No corporation can offer for sale any foreign securities 
with its guarantee, except with the approval of the F.R.B. 
This approval by the F.R.B., however, does not imply that 
it has approved the merits of such securities as an invest- 
ment. 

ACCEPTANCES. 

Any corporation may accept drafts or bills of exchange 
drawn upon it which grow out of transactions of the kinds 
which form the basis of eligible bankers’ acceptances. The 
approval of the F.R.B. must be obtained before this power 
is exercised if at the time of presentation of such drafts 
the corporation has outstanding any debentures or like 
obligations. The date of maturity of any bill accepted must 
not exceed six months except with the approval of the F.R.B. 
No acceptances can be made for the account of any one 
drawer up to an amount exceeding 10 per cent. of the sub- 
scribed capital of the corporation, unless the transaction is 
fully secured and is guaranteed by a reliable bank. Reserves 
against acceptances must be in liquid assets of the following 
kinds; (1) cash; (2) balances with other banks: (3) bankers’ 
acceptances; and (4) such securities as the Board may from 
time to time permit. 

Deposits. 

No corporation is permitted to receive in the United States 
any deposits except such as are for the purpose of carrying 
out transactions in foreign countries, etc., where the corpora- 
tion has established agencies. Outside the United States a 
corporation may receive deposits of anv kinds unless it has 
any of its bonds, etc., outstanding at the time. Reserves 
against deposits received in the United States must not be 
less than 13 per cent. Against deposits abroad the corpora- 


es 


FINANCE AND BANKING —continued. 


tion must maintain such reserves a» may be required by local 
laws and by the dictates of sound banking principles. 


REPoRTs AND EXAMINATIONS. 








Each corporation must make at least two reports annually 
to the F.R.B. at such times and in such form as it may 
require. The corporation will be examined at least once 
year by examiners appointed by the F.R.B. 

The above regulations are subject to amendment by the 
F.R.B. from time to time, provided, however, that no such 
amendment would prejudice obligations undertaken in good 
faith under regulations in effect at the time they were 
assumed. 


_ 
— 


Shipping. 
“CANADA. 


THE SHIP AND BOAT BUILDING 
INDUSTRY. 
_The Dominion Bureau of Statistics has completed a pre- 
liminary report of the ship and boat-building industry in 
Canada for the calendar year 1918. The report is divided 
into sections covering (a) shipbuilding, and (b) boatbuilding, 
and the number of individual establishments reporting is 
given for each section in the following table by provinces :— 











. Ship- Boat- 
Provinces. building. building. 
NN iii ceceeiicen — 2 
British Columbia ...... 15 1] 
Manitoba ............0000. ] 3 
New Brunswick ........ 5 ] 
Nova Scotia ............ 47 25 
Ontario — ........ eee e eee 13 56 
Prince Edward Island — 2 
BE ciicinaiersnuhaeven 9 14 

IE kc ciccvekunccces 90 114 


CaPITAL INVESTMENT. 


The total amount of capital invested in each of the sections 
of the industry is shown in the accompanying table: — 





Shipbuilding. Boatbuilding 
Jtems of Capital. mm Regaidins 
Land, buildings and fixtures ...... 18,572,612 462,79 
Machinery and tools _................ 10,307 ,936 167,963 
Materials on hand, stocks in pro- | ; 
cess, fuel and miscellaneous 
EL —  DisiscintliRbnideibiltinietiiaesiteia aa 18,509,271 344,378 
Cash, trading and_ operating 
accounts and bills receivable...... 8,909,214 170,837 
Total investment ............... 56,299 ,033 1,145,906 








Of the capita] invested in shipbuilding plants, Ontario 
supplied 28,254,963 dols., Quebec 14,423,090 dols., British 
Columbia and Manitoba 9,551,604 dols., and Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick 4,069,376 dols. In the boatbuilding 
industry the distribution shows Ontario with 640,917 dols., 
Quebec with 65,259 dols., the Maritime Provinces with 
291,381 dols., and the Western Provinces with 148,349 dols. 
IXMPLOYEES, SALARIES AND WAGES. 
The number of persons by classes of employment and sex, 


together with the amounts paid each class in salaries and 
wages, is shown in the accompanying table for each section: 





No. of Employees. Salaries 
Male. Female. and wages. 
Classes of employment. Dols. 
In shipbuilding plants— 
ficers, superintendents, 
I sii 244 4 729,541 
Clerks, stenographers, and 
other salaried employees _... 915 194 1,138,881 
Wage-earners, average number 20,334 14 94,481,706 
Outside piece-workers ......... 40 . $5,251 
Pn eee ere neE 21,533 212 26,325,379 
No. of Employees. Salaries 
Male. Female. and wages. 
Classes of employment. Dols. 
In boatbuilding plants— 
fliecers, superintendents, 
ERR Aare % on 40,58) 
Clerks, stenographers, and 
other salaried employees... 13 7 14,045 
Wage earners. average number 692 l 704.621 
Outside piece-workers _............ 8 oa 3,995 
RS teak 739 . 763,249 
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SHIPPING —continued. ti les 
lex ; 
by local I'vEL AND MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES. — | 
” The fuel of all kinds consumed during the year is given GERMANY (Occupied Territory). 
by quantity and value for each section of the industry in the —_— I 2. < ae aeaaals al 
Annually following table : — REVIEW OF THE TENTILE INDUSTit 
a may : - ve -” — (From CU. J. Kavanagh, British Commercial Commisionen 
Once a Fuel used. Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. OLOGNE. 
Dols. ols. inn ites oad aE ye . 
Coal, all kinds oo... tons. 58,547 477,540 212 (1,649 The textile industry of the Occupied Territories is one of 
> by the —C—lF—V— scsainiiiiadicaell tons. 3,568 46,378 8 7 some importance and represented in pre-war days an In- 
no such GOSOUDS — «--0-n-ee-evesserseeenceens gal 30,931 11,748 3,017 1.091 vested capital of 101,230,000 marks, and gave employment 
. OE errr gal. 411,322 39,745 6,000 1,800 27 . = 4% 
in good an iene Aer Pry 2170 3390 669 3°48] to 27,000 hands. Cologne occupied a prominent position as 
ey were Gas, natural and artificial wu merchanting centre, and the annual turnover in 1914 is 
ad ‘ 1,000 " ft. 184,330 44.834 59 47 stated to have been: — 
ther fuel. not specified...... -- 456 — 191 . _— 
cinaiie : 7 annie —_—? os Million Mks. 
RE etisesicancntiins 633,021 8,332 CRI I TAR, viccccccccesscnceccecces 
one ee eee LDA TOT OTT 50 
MISCELLANEOUS ExpENsEs. a ene aatle 25 
The outlay for miscellaneous or overhead expenses for each Silk te eeee eee eeeeee eee eeeeeeeerneneeseeetaneees 70 
section is given by principal items below :— W ool!en goods WPTTTTTITITTTTT TTT ttt Tt 70 
in In Cotton 
aa shipbuilding boatbuilding : - 
. Expense items. eee. — Germany’s total consumption of raw cotton in 1913-14 was 
Rent of offices, works and machinery............ 195,016 21 388 estimated at 2,062,183 bales, and her consumption in 1917-18 
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162,728 
167,963 


44,378 
70,837 
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729,541 
.138,881 


481,706 
35,251 


40,580 


14,048 
704.621 
3,995 
768,249 


—_—— 





ST i 272,277 4,195 








ND WUGUNITIIG —oncccscccnccccccsdcccceccccecscccecs 485,095 11.349 
Taxes (internal revenue, war, etc.)  ............ 62,304 SH 
Taxes (provincial, municipal, ete.) ..... 250.633 7,954 
Royalties, use of patents, ete. oo... 762 — 
BEPOUEIBINE CHDCMSCR  onccccccccccccccosccccccscccccee sees 29,354 5.920 
Travelling EXPENSES «...........c0.cccccccccecsceeeces ale 118,871 6,095 
Ordinary repairs to buildings, ete. ..........., 781,803 14,977 
Al) other suMdry EXPENSES ..u...........ccccceeees 2,859,988 46 C65 

ME. - eivenichiintiaatinns 5,056,108 119,440 





-_——— 


MATERIALS USED. 


The principal materials used during the year by quantities 
and cost values delivered at the works are presented for 
each section of the industry in the accompanying table :— 





Shipbuilding Boatbuilding 
ePlants plants. 

Kinds of Material. Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 

Dols. Dols. 

Iron castings, bars. ete....tons. 19,925 1,367,851 30.5 6,221 

Steel castings, bars, billets. 

tons. 6,860 1,041,488 2.6 518 

Steel plates and shapes ...tons. 120,717 9,124.162 6.5 810 

Bolts, nuts, rivets, spikes, tons 26.331 1,704,329 56.2 33,023 

Boilers and engines. ......... No. 107 4,704,365 -—— — 

NESTE 1,000 tt 64,158 3,024,434 5,385 225,822 

Timber (value only) ............ — 2,417,278 _ 29,589 

Masts, spars, knees, blocks, 

No. 13,951 206.851 ~ 11,990 

Sail cloth, sails and cordage — 510,282 ‘_ 13.346 

Paints, oils and varnishes _...... ~- 303,042 — 27 59? 
Cabin and station fittings and 

SE dtc sdicasansacitiinhiied — 419,046 — 4,025 
Contract work. upholstering and 

ED. . aca cate ies caeeatitntatil — 1,293.672 _— 12,135 
All other ship or boat build- 

SON EEEE  cunacisccvcssseuscsvessé — 4,866,268 — 236,619 

BONE CO cccectcsese 30,983,068 601,686 


_—_—— 
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PRODUCTION. 


The production in shipyards and boatbuilding plants is 
shown in the table below by number of vessels completed and 
in course of construction, and the values of those completed 
and the estimated value of work done during the year : — 


Shipbuilding Boatbuilding 
a plants. plants. 
Kinds of vessels. No. Value. No. Value. 
Dols. Dols. 
(a) War vessels —.......eceeeeeecee 15 7 096.093 -- _ 
(b) Steel vessels. 5 tons or over 
launched— 
team ali a 42 21,987.441 — 
Sail with auxiliary ...... 2 70,600 -- -- 
Sail without auxiliary... 4 136,000 — . 
(c) Wooden vessels. 5 tons or 
over launched— 
Rate ARE erareriree 38 11.562,765 — -— 
BE... sopssseeanaealishaisiiens 1 38,000 15 103,300 
Sail with auxiliary ...... ll 1,972.277 3 15,000 
Sail without auxiliary... 40 2,104,605 7 214,000 
ih di ik ccekcaiel 5 84,695 1 42,000 
(d) Smal! vessels less than 5 
tons launched— 
{esate 2 140 80 6,926 
i ia 1 900 438 152,996 
Sail and row boats _...... 10 450 1,317 118,319 
EE — ~— 3,2 129,108 
Scows, canal boats, 
i 10 198,210 69 10,840 
(e) Vessels being built but not 
TERETE 88 17,442,660 _ 36,150 
(f) Repairs to vessels and boats — 8,038,164 — 406,913 
All other products .............0605. — 4,066,421 — 595.957 
SL: «  depiaebasusabaniiaien 74,799,411 1,831,000 





— _-—-- --—_ 


The tonnage of the different classes of vessels in ship- 
building plants was as follows: — 


Tonnage 
, Gross. Net. 
Naval or war vessels ........ceceeeeeecee. 40,215 25,406 
Steel vessels over 5 tons ...........00005. 99 307 61,948 
Wooden vessels over 5 tons ........... 151,775 74,968 
Vessels under construction ............. 69,003 43 248 





at 50,000, the chief importing centres being Bremen and 
Hamburg. 

The imports of Bremen in 1913-14, September to August, 
were 619,442 bales American cotton, 45,795 East Indian 
cotton, and 15,000 miscellaneous. Hamburg’s imports were 
175,000 bales American cotton, 318,000 Indian cotton, 311,000 
waste cotton and linters. 

Of the total consumption of 2 million bales, Rhineland- 
Westphalia, chiefly engaged in. spinning the coarser counts, 
accounted for 660,000. ‘Through the restitution of Alsace 
1? million spindles are lost to Germany, leaving her 10} 
millions. 

Raw Cotton. 


It is stated that from the lifting of the Blockade up to 
3lst December last, 196,700 bales of American cotton were 
imported into Bremen, as against 1,450,000 bales in the 
corresponding period of 1913. The accountable stocks in 
the Weser harbours were, on 3lst December, 1919, 61,500 
bales. It is estimated that a further 24,000 bales were in 
the hands of merchants. 

Imports of raw cotton since the Armistice have not met 
expectations. Early in 1919 they were very small, but 
gradually increased as the Government disposed of its stocks, 
and the imports of large quantities of textiles led to a fall 
in price which gradually recuperated on strong demand. At 
the present rate of exchange and without some form of 
credit it seems impossib!e to hope that large imports of 
Indian, Egyptian, or American cotton will take place. 


WOOL. 


Imports of wool have not been great, due primarily to 
the coal shortage and consequent partial closing down of 
factories. The shortage of combed wool in the United 
Kingdom would find relief in an arrangement with German 
factories for the conversion of wool into tops, which they are 
eager to undertake either on an account or ‘‘ Veredelungs ”’ 
basis. It would be necessary as an antecedent to arrange 
the supply to factories of coal or oil fuel, as the prospects 
of an immediate improvement in the coal and transport posi- 
tion are not very hopeful. 

This would also apply to yarns for shirting, dress goods, 
and hosiery trades which were previously supplied, and 
found very suitable for the home hosiery trade. 

Germany’s wool production in 1913 covered only 7 per 
cent. of her demand, the surplus being made up by imports. 


JUTE. 


The jute market, though strong, has not been fed to any 
extent owing to the rate of exchange, and substitute manu- 
factures continue to a great extent. 


Fax. 

The area under flax cultivation in Germany, though re- 
ported to have been increased, has not led to a good supply 
of the market on account of the poor crop due to the short- 
age of manures and labour difficulties. 

Although, on account of the shortage of coal, factories 
have worked only on low production, the price of flax has 
heen subject to considerable rises. Foreign imports of 
manufactured goods were felt on the local markets, till rate 
of exchange operated favourably, and home-made linens 
again had a strong demand. 


SILK. 


The purchase of raw silk has been throughout far below 
the demand, principally owing to rate of exchange, and 
imports have been chiefly through Italy. 

Silk, which in the pre-war period cost the German manu- 
facturers 40-50 marks per kg., cost in January about 1,350 
marks, thus rendering purchase on any scale impossible. 
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TEXTILES—continued. 





ARTIFICIAL SILK AND STAPLE-F'IBRE. 

The home demand for the above is great, and exports are 
subject to licence. Up to the beginning of this year only 
about 42,000 kgs. appear to have received export permits. 
The Zellstoff-fabrik, Waldhof, the largest in Germany, and 
the chief source of cellulose, had to shut down its works for 
some time, as also their chemical suppliers, owing to the coal 
shortage; and the Vereinigten Glanzstoft-fabrik, Elbertfeld, 
has, it is understood, been obliged to negotiate for Norwegian 
cellulose. This concern has been extended during the war, 
enlarging the Oberbruch works, providing new plant at 
Klesterbach, and erecting a large works at Stettin, and form- 
ing a branch company in Bavaria. 

Of the total production of staple fibre in Germany of 
250,000 kilograms, the Elberfeld concern alone consumed at 
least two-thirds, the remainder going to the Bemberg A.G., 
and the Glanzfaden A.G., Petersdorf. 

Further developments are likely to result after the expira- 
tion of the Muller patent in May, 1920, which originally 
covered artificial silk, but protects also the preliminary stages 
of the staple fibre process. It is intended to carry out further 
research work with a view to improving the fibre, and it is 
believed to possess good possibilities. 

Increase in prices in raw materials up to the beginning of 
the year were as follows, and since then have been subject to 
further rises :— 

Per cent. Per cent. 
a es 700 =Schwifilkohlenstoff ...... 240 
Sulphuric acid ......... 300 Sodium hydrate ....... 600 


MANUFACTURED TEXTILES. 

A very brisk trade has developed in all sorts of textiles, 
and importers have experienced great difficulty in accom- 
modating- themselves to fluctuations in exchange. It is diff- 
cult to anticipate the market conditions for the future, and 
demand will in great measure depend upon : — 

(1) Coal supply and transport as affecting local factory 
production. 

(2) The scope of such import restrictions as may come 
into force, and the facility with which import licences will 
be granted. 

(3) Effects on prices of the Gold Tariff and the resulting 
margin of profit obtainable. 


> 
——— 
=< 


Chemicals and Oils. 








NEW ZEALAND. 


THE KAURI-GUM INDUSTRY. 

During the year ended 3lst March, 1919, kauri-gum to the 
value of £18,847 6s, 4d. was purchased by the Department 
for the Administration of the Kauri-Gum Industry, while 
sales amounted to £14,226 8s. 6d. Up to the end of March 
all gum sold went to America, but since that date several 
shipments have been made to the United Kingdom, states 
the Government Kauri-Gum Superintendent in the fifth 
Annual Report. When arrangements are completed, and 
shipping space is available, it is probable that a large export 
trade with the United Kingdom will be established. 





Errect oF UNITED States Import EmBarco. 

Early in the year a partial embargo was put on the im- 
portation of all fossil resins into the United States of 
America. As in the previous year, America constituted prac- 
tically the only market, and how hard this restriction hit 
the kauri-gum trade may be gauged by the fact that the 
total export for the year (2,338 tons, valued at £152,299), 
was only about one-half that of the previous year (4,636 tons 
valued at £304,852), and less than one-third of the pre-war 
annual export. 

FINANCE OF THE INDUSTRY. 

The Kauri-Gum Industry Amendment Act of 1914 
authorised the raising of £50,000 for the development of the 
industry. Up to the time of the issue of the Report £47,000 
had been raised. On 31st March, 1918, the cash in the 
public account to the credit of the Kauri-gum Industry 
Account was £20,755 8s. 7d., and at 3lst March, 1919, the 
amount was £3,291 18s. 5d. 

The first plant in New Zealand for the extraction of oil 
from kauri-gum peat, or ‘‘pukau” (which is part of the soil 
of the buried kauri forest saturated with the oil of the 
kauri), commenced operation at Redhill in December. 

The oil yields motor spirit, a valuable solvent oil, a 
turpentine substitute, and paint and varnish oils. The pro- 
cess of extracting the oil is very similar to distilling oil 
from shale. The cost of distillation is about the same, but 
the digging of the pukau from the swamp should be cheaper 
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than working a shale deposit, as pukau generally runs in 
layers 4 feet thick, having only 1 foot of overearth. 

At present pukau is sieved by hand; the small pieces of 
gum (known as nuts, chips, and seed gum) are saved and 
oil is extracted from the residue. A new machine will soon 
be installed for sieving the pukau and washing the gun, 
thus saving a great amount of labour. This will be a sub. 
sidiary branch of the oil works. 

In the swamps large quantities of oil-soaked timber are 
found, which later will likewise be treated for oil. It igs 
claimed that the bark, limbs, and roots of the kauri tree are 
capable of yielding 110 gallons per ton, richer than the pukay 
itself, and it is estimated that the best swamps carry 500 
tons of this oil-soaked timber. 

The supporters of this Redhill plant claim that the ex. 
tracting of oil from pukau will become the most important 
industry in New Zealand, since there are thousands of acres 
of this swamp land in the North Auckland Province. 

Sart Vacuum CLEANING PRoCcEss. 

Tests of Dr. Maclaurin’s salt vacuum process for cleaning 
gum have been made with a miniature plant in Wellington, 
and a plant sufficient for testing the gum on a commercial 
scale has been set up in Auckland, with satisfactory results. 
Samples of the cleaned gum have been sent abroad. With 
the various devices for dealing with gum-bearing soils which 
are now being tested, and which give a good prospect of 
producing gum at a very much lower cost and in larger 
quantities than heretofore, the scope of this process becomes 
much wider. 

KAURI-PEAT SWAMPS. 

For many years much speculation has taken place as to 
the value of kauri-peat and the possibility of distilling oils 
therefrom. During the last year or so much investigation 
has been done by private companies, and considerable sums 
of money have been expended. It is hoped that the extrac- 
tion of oils from the kauri-peat swamps on commercial lines 
will soon be an industry established on a satistactory basis, 

LEGISLATIVE ENCOURAGEMENT. 

With a view to encouraging the development of the 
industry, legislation was passed in 1915, under which the 
Governor-General may from time to time, by Order-in. 
Council, set apart any area of Crown land situated in a 
kauri-gum district for the purpose of promoting the systema- 
tic recovery of kauri-gum and other valuable products con- 
tained therein, provided that the total area set apart under 
this section shall not exceed at any one time 10,000 acres. 
The Land Board is empowered to dispose of, by way of lease, 
any land so set apart in areas not exceeding 3,000 acres, 
The period of leases is twenty-one years, which it was pro- 
posed to extend to forty-two years. Lessees have to pay a 
low rental and also a royalty on the kauri-gum, oil, and 
other products. 

PEAT AND ITS PRopUcTs. 

The New Zealand Peat Oils, Ltd., lessees of 3,000 acres, 
near Kaimaumau, in Mongonui County, have reported that 
they are well satisfied with the position as it has so far 
developed. Several tons of peat from the Government swamp 
and 250 gallons of crude oil, retorted at Kaimaumau, have 
passed through experts’ hands in London with very favour- 
able results ; 95 gallons fractionated there gave the following 
returns :—Light oil (spirit), 43 gallons; medium oil (car- 
bolic), 10 gallons; heavy oil (creosote), 241 gallons; resinous 
tar and pitch, 22 gallons; water, 31 gallons; loss in handling, 
3 gallons; total, 95 gallons. 

The peat-water was found to contain methyl alcohol, 
acetone, acetic acid, and tar residues—Iubricating oil, 
paraffin, kauri-gum resins, anthracene, and pitch. Chemists 
further made an analysis of these fractions. 

A further treatment of kauri-peat in London yielded 644 
gallons per ton of peat, this being from a sample which 
showed 10 per cent. of kauri-gum. 





TAX ON EXPLOITATION OF PETROLEUM. 

A Decree published in the ‘Registro Oficial’? (Quito) of 
2nd February fixes the tax on petroleum exploitation for the 
present year at 6 per cent. of the gross output of each 
deposit in actual working. Those deposits not being exploited 
at present will pav the tax as established in the general 
regulations of the Mining Code. 

The deposits being worked at the time of the issue of the 
Decree will be inscribed in a register to be kept by the 
Government of each province. With the certificate of registra- 
tion producers will obtain the permits for the number of 
gallons of oil they require to despatch. 

The payment of the 6 per cent. of the gross production will 
be calculated on the basis of the price of petroleum per 
gallon on the Guavaquil market at the time of despatch. 


———— 














1920. 


UNS in 


ces of 
od and 
ll soon 
| gun, 
@ sub- 


er are 

It is 
‘ee are 
pukau 
ry 500 


he ex. 
ortant 
" acres 


saning 
ngton, 
1ercial 
esults. 
With 
which 
ect of 
larger 
comes 


as to 
iz oils 
ration 

sums 
x trac- 
| lines 
basis. 


[ the 
h the 
er-in- 

in a 
tema- 
3 con- 
under 
acres, 
lease, 
AacTes, 
; pro- 
ay B 
- and 


LCTeS, 
that 
> far 
vamp 
have 
vour- 
wing 
(car- 
inous 


ling, 


ohol, 
oil, 
mists 


| 644 
shich 





May 27, 1920. 








Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 





BRITISH EMPIRE. 
AUSTRALIA. 


EXPORTATION OF COPRA. 
Information has been received through the Colonial Office 
that the Commonwealth Government has now decided to 
permit the exportation of copra from Australia to any 
destination. The embargo on the exportation of copra trom 
the late German New Guinea, except to Australia, in British 

vessels, will continue in force for the present. 











TRADE WITH PALESTINE, AND 
MESOPOTAMIA, 

The High Commissioner for Australia is advised by the 
Commonwealth Government that trade, both import and ex- 
port, between Australia and Padestine, Syria and Mesopo- 
tamia, is now permitted. Consular certificates of origin will 
not be required for direct shipments to the Commonwealth, 
but goods from the countries mentioned shipped via the 
United Kingdom will require to be accompanied by the usual 
officially certified copies of British Customs documents, viz. : 
(1) Ii re-exported, either the Specification (Form 30) or 
Shipping Bill (Form 64), whichever is applicable; and (2) if 
transhipped, the Transhipment Certificate or Transhipment 
Bill. 


SYRIA 





CANADA. 





CUSTOMS DECISIONS. 

The Board of Trade have received copy of Appraisers’ 
Bulletin No. 2114, issued by the Department of Customs in 
Canada on 13th April, 1920, which contains various Customs 
Decisions and Departmental] Rulings regarding the classifica- 
tion of articles under the Customs Tariff on their importa- 
tion into the Dominion. The principal provisions of the 
Bulletin are as follows: — 





Rate of Import Duty. ¢ # 
—— 











Tariti British Inter- | 
ARTICLES. Item Preferen- | mediate | General 
tial Tariff.| Tariff. | Tariff. 
| | 
Incubators and brooders to | | 
dutiable according to | | 
material. 
Glass rolling pins ..| 510 15% ad | 174% ad | 20% ad 
val. val, val. 


Cassava flour processed in 
any manner for use as glue 
is held to be a vegetable | 
glue | - as .. | 232 | 178% ad | 25% ad 

val, val. val. 

Stuffed olives for the manu- 
facture of pickles -. | G49 





15% ad | 173% ad | 20% ad 
val, | val. =| — val. 


~I 
to 





Sheaves with patent roller 
bearings or bushings, when 
imported to be incorpora- 
ted into pulley blocks for 
the equipment of ships 
and vessels, are now man- 
factured in Canada and 
are, therefore, not enti- 
tled to free entry under 
Tariff Item 470. 











The Bulletin further provides that the ‘‘War Excise Tax’’ 
shall not be levied in respect of dictating machines, such as 
the ‘“Ediphone”’ and the ‘‘Dictaphone.’’ and cylinders for 
the same. 


———EE 


REVISED REGULATIONS GOVERNING 
DRAWBACKS. 
Customs Memorandum No. 2391 B, dated 14th April, 1920, 
Contains the Revised General Regulations governing Draw- 


oacks, issued under Order-in-Council, dated 25th March, 1920, 
with effect on and from 6th June, 1919. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
—continued. 





The text of the Regulations is as follows :— 

Urdered: That the General Regulations governing draw- 
backs, approved and adopted by Order-in-Council of 2Uth 
August, 19V4, shall be and the same are hereby repealed. 

His Excellency the Administrator in Council, pursuant to 
the provisions ot the Customs Act and amendments thereto, 
is pleased to make the following General Regulations govern- 
ing drawbacks on articles manufactured or produced wholly 
or in part from imported materials, and the same are hereby 
made and established accordingly, to take effect on and from 
6th June, 1919, in respect of articles exported from Canada. 

1. When imported materials on which duties have been 
paid are used, wrought into or attached to any article 
manufactured or produced in Canada, there may be 
allowed on the exportation of such articles beyond the 
limits of Canada a drawback of ninety-nine per cent. of 
the duties paid on the materials used, wrought into or 
attached to the articles exported; provided that when 
both imported and domestic materials of the same class. 
are used in the manufacture of the articles exported 
such drawback shall not be computed on a greater quan- 
tity of materials than entered into the exported goods; 
provided, further, that such drawbacks shall not be paid 
unless the duty has been paid on the materials so used 
as aforesaid within three years of the date of the exporta- 
tion of the Canadian article, nor unless the claims as 
presented at any one time aggregate ten dollars. 

2. The drawback on articles manufactured or produced 
in Canada and exported therefrom may be paid to the 
manufacturer, producer, or exporter, subject to the 
following conditions, viz. :— 

(a) The quantity of such materials used, and the 

amount of duties paid thereon, shall be ascertained 
(unless a specific sum has been authorised as draw- 
back repayable) ; 

(b) Satisfactory evidence shall be furnished in respect 

of the manufacture or production of such articles 
in Canada and their exportation therefrom. 


3. Upon the exportation of any article entitled to 
drawback, export entries, in triplicate, in the usual 
form (with the words ‘‘Subject to Drawback’’ marked 
on the face of the entry) shall be filed with the Collector 
of Customs at the port of exit from Canada, naming 
the conveyance by which, and the country or place to 
which the article is to be exported, and fully describing 
the kind and quantity thereof and also the marks and 
numbers on the packages. 


4. The claim for drawback shall be verified under oath, 
before a Collector of Customs or Justice of the Peace, 
to the satisfaction of the Minister of Customs and Inland 
Revenue, in such forms as he shall prescribe. The 
Minister of Customs and Inland Revenue may also re- 
quire in any case the production of such further 
evidence, in addition to the usual] averments, as he deems 
necessary to establish the bona-fides of the claim. 


5. Claims for drawback submitted after 3lst day of 
December, 1920, shall not cover goods exported for more 
than one year, and must be presented to the Customs 
with complete evidence attached within a period of six 
months from the date of the last export entry covered 
by the claim. 

The following documents shal! be delivered with the claim 
for drawback, viz. :— 

(c) A copy of the bill of lading of the articles exported 

duly certified as such by the carrier or his agent ; 

(d) A copy of export entry, certified by the Collector 

of Customs at the port of exit where the articles 
were entered for exportation from Canada; 

A copy of the import entry showing payment of 
duty on the materials used in the articles on which 
drawback is claimed. If a copy of the import 
entry, however, has been furnished with a previous 
claim for drawback, it will be sufficient to ‘‘refer’’ 
to such copy and indicate the claim to which it is 
attached, without furnishing a further copy of the 
entry ; 

(f) A certified copy of the export invoice. 

Drawback Not Payable when the Article Exported is 
Subject to Bounty in Canada. 

O0.C. Aug. 20, 1904.—Provided that drawback of Customs 
duty shall not be paid in respect of any material used and 
wrought into or attached to any article manufactured in 
Canada and exported therefrom, if a bounty be authorised 
to be paid by the Dominion Government on such article 
when made in Canada. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
—continued. 





NEW BUDGET: REVISION OF CUSTOMS 
DUTIES, ETC. 

The Board of Trade have received a telegram from H.M. 
Senior Lrade Commissioner at Montreal giving particulars 
of the new Canadian Budget. The telegram states that the 
War Tax of 74 per cent. applied to goods imported under the 
Intermediate and General Tariffs has been taken off. A 
luxury tax ranging from 10 per cent. to 50 per cent. has 
been imposed on a big variety of goods over moderate prices. 
. sales tax is imposed of 1 per cent. on sales of all goods, 
except food and coal, by manufacturers, wholesalers, jobbers, 
and importers, not applicable to retailers, except when they 
import direct or manufacture. The duty on _ spirits, 
medicines, essences, perfumes, etc., containing spirits, is in- 
creased by 2 dollars per gallon. On the expiration of the 
Franco-Canadian Convention on 19th June next, velvet, lace, 
silks, etc., will be subject to the Tariff rates of 30 per cent. 
or 35 per cent., plus the luxury tax. The anomaly in Tariii 
Items 172 and 483, providing for free importation of books 
and stereotypes, except when in the English or French 


language, has been removed. 
NEW ZEALAND. 
CUSTOMS DECISIONS. 


The following Customs Decisions, specifying the classifica- 
tion of various articles under the Customs Duties Act on 
their importation into New Zealand, are contained in 
Minister’s Order D.48, dated 9th March, 1920, viz. :— 











Kates of Import Duty. 





On goods the 
produce or 
ARTICLES. Taritt On For- manufacture 
Item  cign Goods of any part of 
| the British 
Dominions. 











Articles and materiais suited only 
for, and to be used solely in the’ 
{ fabrication of, goods in the Do- 
Mminion, viz. :— 
Pianos, materials for the manu- 
facture of, viz. :— 
z: ‘Frames, iron, attached to a 
_ tsound-board and wrest-plank, 
», butnotstrungwith wires and 
y not having tuning pins in-| | 
serted - bat ..| 482 | Free Free 
Carpet-sweepers, viz. :— 
** Vacuette,”” Model “ H,” ‘“ Lady 
Torrington,’ and similar suc- 
tion vacuum sweepers with 
brush for distributing nap of 
Carpet .* ,° se 








“178 | 30% ad 


val, 


20% ad vai. 


Copyholders, the “‘ Line-a-time,” for 
use in conjunction with type- | 
writers - *, - ..| 183 | 30% ad 20% ad val. 
| val, 
Electric appliances, viz. : — 
Pantostat (except the motor, 
which is to be separately clas- 
fied under section 137 of the 
Customs Act, 1913) .. ..| 176 | 30% ad 
| val, 


20% ad val. 


Fishing requisites, viz. :— 
Imitation grasshoppers and _lo- 
custs for fly fishing Rs ..| 140 | 374% ad 25% ad val. 


Marble, rough sawn, in small sizes ) 
(invoiced as “tiles”’) .. ..| 463 Free Free 
Toy vehicles, having no means of 
self-propulsion by hand or foot 
power - _ bie va 


bo 


7 30% ad = 20% adval. 
val, 

A ‘“Primage Duty” of 1 per cent. ad valorem is levied on 

all the above goods in accordance with the Finance Act, 

1915. This duty is payable on importation and is levied ir- 

respective of whether the goods are otherwise liable to duty 


or not. 





RESTRICTED IMPORTATION OF CERTAIN 
BRUSHES, ETC. 


Under an Order-in-Council of 5th March, 1920, which has 
been issued under the provisions of the Public Health Act, 
1908. the importation into New Zealand of the articles 
enumerated below is prohibited, save under the conditions 
stipulated :— 









CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 










1. Toilet brushes or toilet articles containing or made 
from the hair of animals— 

(a) If manufactured in Eastern or South-eastern Asia, 
India, Ceylon, Japan, the East India Island and 
the Philippine Islands; or 

(b) If manufactured in other countries and deemed in 
the opinion of the Collector of Customs likely to 
convey anthrax : 

Unless the said brushes or articles are disinfected at the 
expense of the importer to the satisfaction of the 
District Health Officer. 

2. Animal wool, hair, including ‘“‘drafts’’ or “drawn” 
hair, and bristles— 

(a) If grown in Eastern or South-eastern Asia, India, 
Ceylon, Japan, the East India Island, and the 
Philippine Islands, or 

(b) If grown in other countries and deemed in the 
opinion of the Collector of Customs likely to con- 
vey anthrax: 

Unless the said wool, hair, or bristles are dis- 
infected at the expense of the importer to the 
satisfaction of the District Health Officer. 


FOREIGN. 


BELGIUM. 
IMPORTATION OF GERMAN GOODs. 


in virtue of a Decree of the Belgian Ministry of Economic 
Affairs, dated 7th May, and published in the ‘‘Moniteur 
Belge”? for 10th-llth May, certificates of origin and import 
licences* are now only required in respect of the following 
goods, viz.:— 

Colours with aniline base. 

Toys. 

Agricultural machines of all kinds, including detached 
parts thereof. 

[This supersedes the earlier measures affecting the direct 
or indirect importation of German goods into Belgium. (See 
the notices in the issues of this ‘‘Journal’’ for 4th March 
(page 340) and 15th April (page 524).] 

*In addition to the goods specified in the notice, the in- 
portation of wheat and rye (in flour and grain) and sugar 
(except molasses), is also subject to licence. In these cases, 
however, no certificates of origin are required, and import 
licences are issued by the Ministry of Industry, Labour and 
Supply. 














CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. 
id 
CUSTOMS TARIFF. 


The Board of Trade have received copies of the Customs 
Tariff for Czecho-Slovakia, which has been in force since 20th 
July last in virtue of an Ordinance of 12th May, 1919. It 
is understood that this Customs Tariff is a provisional 
measure to tide over the present difficulties of foreign trade 
and fluctuating prices, and that steps are being taken to 
compile a revised and more permanent Tariff. A copy of the 
present Tariff in the Czech language, and an official German 
translation thereof, may be consulted by British traders 
interested, at the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W.1, and that Department will be 
prepared, in reply to written or personal application, to 
furnish particulars as to the rates of Customs duty leviable 
in Czecho-Slovakia on particular goods or classes of goods. 

The Czecho-Slovakian Customs Tariff is, for the most part, 
the same as the pre-war ‘‘General’’ Customs Tariff of the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire, but it includes certain of the 
modifications made in that ‘‘General’’ Tariff by various com- 
mercial conventions concluded by Austria-Hungary with 
other countries. The Austro-Hungarian rates of duty have 
in many cases been adopted in the Czecho-Slovakian Tarif, 
but there have been numerous additions to the ‘“‘free list,” 
such articles as grains and flours, oil seeds, live animals, 
fats, meat, cheese, dyeing and tanning materials, gums and 
resins, raw textile materials, and various other raw 
materials, alpaca yarn, etc., etc., being now included in the 
list of duty-free goods. 

The only export duties provided for by the Tariff are in 
respect of rags and other waste for paper manufacture. 

Some of the rates in the Tariff are quoted in francs, and 
others in Czech kronen. In cases in which duty is leviable 
in francs, the amount can either be paid in francs or I 
Czech kronen at the rate of 3-2 kronen to the franc. In the 
case of duties leviable in kronen, some are specified in the 
Tariff as payable ‘‘with surtax,’”’ and some as payable ‘‘with- 
out surtax.’’ In the cases where duties are payable ‘‘with- 
out surtax,’’ payment of the relevant duties may be made 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 





jn paper money, but in most cases the duties fixed in 
kronen are payable ‘‘with surtax,”’ 1.e., a surtax of 200 per 
cent. of the nominal duty is levied when duties are paid in 
aper (in virtue of an Ordinance of 28th January, ~~ 
{his surtax (for payment in paper) is also levied on the 
amount of + sage ten expenses incurred in handling the 
; weighing charges, etc. paar 
fr. pets that duties may be paid in ——— 
currency at the nominal rate of exchange, which, in — 
case of the English pound, is 82°28 Czech kronen, or 20.13% 
French francs to the pound sterling. 


FRANCE AND ALGERIA. 
EXPORT OF RESINOUS WOOD PROHIBITED. 


the ‘Journal Officiel’ (Paris) for 18th May contains w 
French Presidential Decree, dated 14th May, which pro- 
hibits the exportation and re-exportation (alter transit, 
warehousing, and transhipment), trom France and Algeria, 
as from 18ti May, of resinous wood in logs tor the pose’ 
facture of cellulose pulp, and of round fir wood in the rough 
(sapin et epices). 














GEKMANY. 
AMENDMENT OF THE “* EXPORT FREE 
LIst.”’ 


The ‘‘Deutscher Reichsanzeiger’’ of 14th May contains two 
Proclamations, dated llth May, prohibiting, as from loth 
May, the exportation from Germany of ail goods falling 
under Categories VIII and XI of the German Custonis Par itt 
(paits ana plaited wares ol vegetable materiais except 
textile fibres, and brooms, brushes, and sieves) except unde 

ence. | 
nthe following items should therefore be deleted from the 
“Export Free List,’’ a translation of which was published at 
pages 526-529 of the ‘Board of Trade Journal’ of idth 
P88) 594 Plaits and plaited wares of vegetable materials 

, except textile fibres: of all kinds (not inciud- 
ing hats and sparterie ware), falling under 
these Tariff numbers, a 
595,600 Brooms, brushes and sieves, all kinds, falling 
under these Tariff numbers. 


NO IMPORT LICENCES REQUIRED FOk 
OLLCAKE, ETC. 

A Proclamation. of 5th May, published in the ‘Deutscher 
Reichsanzeiger’’ of 12th May, permits the importation into 
Germany, without licence, of the following articles of fodder 
and artiiicial manures, which should be added to the 
Import ‘‘Free List.’’ (See pages 414-5 of the ‘‘Board of Trade 
Journal’ for 18th March) :— . 

Rape seed cake, dodder seed cake, hemp seed cake, niger 
seed cake, sunflower seed cake, poppy seed cake, sesame seed 
cake, paim kernel cake, soya bean cake, linseed cake, coconut 
cake, maize cake, cotton seed cake, and meal of these cakes, 
earth nut cake, animal meal, herring meal, blubber meal, 
fish meal, fatty ‘‘dorsch’’ meal, meat cake, powdered blood, 
and meat meal. 








MEXICO. 
TWO PER CENT. SURTAX ON IMPORTS 
AND EXPORTS. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt of information from 
H.M. Consul-General at Mexico City to the effect that the 
Mexican Federal Government has issued a Decree which 
provides for the imposition of a new tax of 2 per cent. of 
the amount of Federal taxes levied on all merchandise im- 
ported into or exported from Mexico, either by land or by 
Atlantic or Pacific ports. 

The proceeds of the tax will be for the benefit of the 


Municipal authorities 9t the place of importation or exporta- 
tion. 





POLAND. 
EXPORT CONTROL: TIMBER 


The Board of Trade have received from H.M. Commercial 
Secretary at Warsaw certain information regarding the 
system of control which has been adopted by the Polish 
Government, as a provisional measure, in connection with 














CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
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the issue of licences for the export of timber from Poland. 
The conditions governing the grant of licences are as follows: 
The price for a particular consignment is to be fixed by 

the Import and Export Department of the Polish Ministry 
of Trade and Industry. This price, which is to include the 
cost of freight from the place of production in Poland to a 
British port, will be fixed in sterling, and must be deposited 
in a bank in England indicated by the Department, for the 
account of the Polish Government. After the deduction from 
this deposit of a sum equal to the cost of the freight (which 
sum remains the property of the buyer or is transferred to 
the vendor, as circumstances require), the equivalent of the 
balance, in Polish currency, is paid to the vendor in 
Warsaw, not at the market rate of exchange, but after a 
deduction of :— 

(1) In the case of hard timber, 50 per cent. 

(2) In the case of soft timber, 35 per cent. 

(3) In the case of planks, sleepers, etc., 30 per cent. 

(4) In the case of other raw materials, 25 per cent. 

(5) In the case of manufactured goods, such as staves,. 
tloorings, veneers, and other fancy articles, 10 per cent. 

The tollowing is an example of the working of this system: 








Price fixed for a consignment of sleepers ...... £1,000 
Freight from forest to Danzig ................. 
Freight from Danzig to London ............ £200 
. £260) 
£740 





Rate of exchange in Warsaw (say), 800 Polish marks to £1. 

Rate of exchange at which the equivalent of £740 will be 
paid to vendor—5v0, less 30 per cent. = 560 marks to £1, 
making a total of 414,400 Polish marks. 





PORTUGAL (Mozambique). 


CUSTOMS TARIFF MODIFICATIONS. 

H.M. Consul-General at Lourenco Marques has forwarded 
copies of the Customs Tariff of the Province of Mozambique, 
corrected up to 3lst December last, and a copy may be con- 
sulted by British traders interested, at the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 

The particulars given below show the items in the import 
and export Tariff and prohibition lists, which have been 
amended since the publication of the Mozambique Customs 
Tariff in 1916 (which formed the subject of the notices 
published in the issues of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’ for 
llth, 18th, and 25th January, 1917.) The present edition of 
the Tariff contains particulars respecting the local dues 
leviable in the Province in addition to Customs duty (in- 
dustrial and commercia] ‘contributions,’ tonnage taxes, 
quay dues, warehousing charges, etc). 

Import DUTIES. 

New tariff headings and modifications are printed in [talic type 
words which have been deleted are enclosed in square brackets. 

Kilog.= 2:2046 lb. avoirdupois ; litre = 0-22 gallon ; the monetary 
unit is the escudo, of 100 centavos. : 

Duties on goods of foreign origin, except import duties on food- 
stuffs are payable in gold, at par, t.e., 43 escudos to the £ sterling. 








| 























Rate of Customs Duty. 
In the Districts of 
Tariff Articles. Lourengo Mar- |In the Districts of 
No. ques, Inhambane|Quelimane and 
and Mozambique. Tete. 
] Acetic acid 30 cts. per kilog. | *10% a7 val. 


Ethyl alcohol{— ' 

Spirits and alcohol, 
plain :— 

| Up to 40 centesimal 

degrees alcoholic 

strength : 

2a. National (7.e., from 

Portugal, Portu- 
guese Colonies, 

&c.) o .- | 50 cts. per litret. | 50 cts. per litre+. 





12b. | Foreign .. co | OOO ce ts 75cts. ,, ,; 
| More than 40 centesi- 
| mal degrees alco- ‘ 
| holic strength : 
12c. | National .. oo (COM a in Geet. cc 
12d. Foreign ee os 90 cts. ” ” 90 cts. ” 9 











*No alteration in rate of duty. f per litre of pure alcohol. 
™+The importation of alcohol into the Districts of Lourenco 
Marques and_ Inhambane is prohibited. 
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Articles. 


Tariff 
No. 


Rate of Customs Duty. 








In the Districts of|In the Districts of 


Lourengo Mar- | Quelimane and 
ques, Inhambane Tete. 
and Mozambique. ' 





Prepared spirits 
nac, gin, liqueurs, 
whisky and the 
like)— 

National .. 
Foreign 





12e. 
12f. 
29 | 


| 
i 
| 


kind 
| Common 
| ‘** de pasto ”’ 
| or red): 
National (in whatever 
receptacle im- 
ported) : 
Up to 12° alcoholic 
strength .. ‘% 
Krom 12° to 14° of 
alcoholic strength 
From 14° to 16° of 


Wines (type 
white 


alcoholic strength | 10 cts. 


Over 15° alcoholic 
strength . ig ie 
| Special wines,  full- 
bodied and liqueur. 
National (type: 
Port, Madeira, 
Museatel, Carca- 
velos) up to 23° 
alcoholic strength : 
In bottles .. - 
Inany other recepta- 
cles . 
311. | Sparklingwines (cham- 
| pagne type)—Na- 
tional .. - 
Sparkling wines (type : 
“de pasto,’’ white 
or red)— se 
National | 
Foreign (imported di- | 
rectly from a for- 
elgn country or re- 
exported through 
a Portuguese Cus- | 
toms House) 
Beverages, not specially) 
mentioned (in the | 
Tariff), in any | 
kind of vessel— 
Foreign (imported di- | 
| rectly from a for- | 
eign country or re- 
exported through | 
Portuguese Cus- 
toms Houses) .. 
(Automobiles have been | 
removed from this | 
heading.) | 
Automobiles .. ve 3 


| 


3h. 
31i. 


| 


31n. 
Slo. 





31q. 


46 


46a 
7 | Playing cards 
72b 





Mattocks (hoes) not | 
| specially men- | 
| tioned. (This 
heading has been 
| deleted.) 
Implements for arts 
and crafts |agricul- 
culture] and gar- 
dening, not speci- 
ally mentioned, 
and articles for 
use in fishing .. 
Gasoline 





84 





95 
120 


Machines, apparatus, 
and instruments 
for use in industry, 
[agriculture] and 
mining, and acces- 
sories therefor, 
and rollers for 
repairing roads .. 

Machines, apparatus, 
instruments and im- 
plements and their 
accessories; plant 
for raising and 
conducting water, 


120a 








\cog- | 


| 


| 75 cts. per litref. | 


Balances (scales) ofary | 


5 ets. per litre. 5 cts. 


| 45 cts. * 


lo cts. ,, - 


is0cts. ,, ,, 


.. |50 ets. 


| 75 ets. per litre. 


50 cts per pack. 


lO cts. ,, 


} 
4 


oC 
| esc. ,, - 58 


| lese. ,, 


10% ad val. 


7 b cy te 
é cts. ’, ’> | Cis. a) > 
>? 9? 


a? 


10 ets 


lSicts. ., a 


30 cts. 


Le | 


5 cts. 


150 cts. ,, 


75 cts. per litre. 


10% ad val. | 10% ad val. 


ad val.* 
ad val. 


ad val.* 
ad val. 


3% 


5% 


0/7 
3% 


xO/ 
v/o 





1% Free.* 





75 cts. per litref. 


10% ad val.* 


per litre. 


50 cts. per pack. 














*N oalterationinrate of duty 
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No. 








132¢ 


139a | 


146 
148 
151 


158a 


Tariff! 








| 
| Articles. 


Rate of Customs Duty. 














In the Districts of 
Lourenco Mar- 
ques, Inhambane 

and Mozambique. 








In the Districts of 
Quelimane and 
ete. 





such as: pumps, 
pulsomet. rs, appar- 
alus ant machines 
for producing mo- 
| tive force, tubing 
accessories therefor; 
refrigerating 











paratus suitable for | 
| | 


use in dairying, 
not specially men- 
tioned for use, ex- 
clusively, tn agri- 
cultural arts and 
industries ame 
duty. 

Plant for use in whale 
fishing, and for ex- 
tracting oil _ 

Medicaments: Surgical 
dressings «- + 

Models of apparatus, 

instruments or ma- 

chines, of vehicles, 


naval construction, 

of castings and the 

plastic arts, objects 

| for museums ; cop- 

| ies for students and 
jor scientific collec- 
tions, not specially 
mentioned (in the 
Tariff) .. i 

Note.—** Objects for 
museums ” includes 
botanical, zoological 
and mineralogical 
specimens and col- 
lections, prepared 
specimens for ana- 
tomy, 


| fossil, petrifica- 


ap- | 


of architectural and | 








| ? 


5% ad vat. 


skeletons, | 


tions, old coins and | 


medals, arms and | 


tools of savage 
tribes, manu- 
scripts and other 
old, rare or artistic 
articles destined for 
public museums, 
educational estab- 
lishments, scientific 
academies and cor- 
porations, etc. 
Edible oils... ¥ 
Opium of any origin .. 
Paper, cardboard, and 
pasteboard of any 
kind and manu- 
factures’__ thereof, 
not specially men- 
tioned .. - 
Perfumery of any kind 
or quality, essen- 
tial volatile oils 
[dentifrice pastes, 
tooth powders, 
washballs], and all 
products used as 
perfumery ie 
Dentifrice pastes, tooth 
powders and wash- 
balls ee - 
Tobacco : 
Manufactured, of na- 
tional origin and 
produced by the 
Portuguese Tobacco 
Company— 
Cigars 
Other 
tobacco .. as 
Breeding animals, male 
and female,of the bo- 
vine , ovine, porcine 
and caprine species, 
and their young up 
to 6 months, may 


nuanufactured 


Free. 


10 cts. per kilog.* 
15 ese. per kilog.* 


10% ad val. 


ad val. 


ad val.* 


15 cts per kilog.* 


10 cts. per kilog. 











Sree 























































Free. 


5% ad val. 


lree. 





10% ad val.* 
15 ese. per kilog. 










ad val.* 


10% 












20% ad val. 








] 0% ad val.* 











15 cts. per kilog.* 





10 cts. per kilog. 
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IGES CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES | CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
—continued. | —continued. 
sient Silver and copper coins :—It is prohibited to transfer from District 
Rate of Customs Duty. to District, by sea, greater sums than 50 escudosand 20 escudos, 
Juty. | | respectively. 
$$$ : In the District of | | Maize, beans, rice, ground nuts, etc., in bad condition, and wax 
Articles. Lourenco Mar- |Inthe Districtsof | nd rubber containing foreign substances (impurities). 
i Tariff ques, Inhambane| Quelimane and | saa or “nationalised ” products for distilling spirits of any 
lctsof & No and Mozambique. Tete. nda. 

and . a ; Sane ae | Traps and snares, except those destined for catching rats and 
» q ———oOOeeOoOonr | : : ? 
tel ’ be exempted by the | wild animals. , : ae 
ee, Agricultural De- Wines, textile fabrics or other articles, with labels or inscriptions 

partment from all | indicating them to be of national production, and which are found 

taxes and charges | not to be of national production. 

{except stamp taxes). | 

Fabrics of cotton, linen | | on 
and the like, of any | ROU MANIA, 
kind— | 
In the piece : | , ales : a : onan 
186a Muslins, etamines, | EXPORT ORGANISATION, CONTROL 
velvels, satins, gro- | TAN ERS 
| gram, voile, cam- AND TAXBS. cs 
| bric, crepon, and A translation of the Roumanian Decree-Law of 10th April 
simular materials, — | | _ on the organisation of exports from Roumania, is printed 
_ white or coloured .. | 10% ad val. | 10% ad val. below, This measure was to come into force on lst May. All 
a specified # aoe | exports are made subject to licence, and it is provided that, 
186¢ eae sin ” bleached, | 98 ota. ver kiloc. | 10%, ad val.* by way of export tax, the State is to receive a certain pro- 
cg ene «+ | SG-ote. por kalag. | die alliaas portion of the difference between the price of the goods in 
, ei ecadide Soe | Roumania and the ‘export’ price, to be established on the 
186f.| Wanufactured, tnclud- a nag nea eg 
ie Meade Ze basis of the price which exported goods fetch in the markets 
dl 9 ing knitted goods, — . : : rs) 
a val. | shawls, handker- | uf the principal importing countries. 
| chiefs, lace or em- | _ In forwarding a translation of the present measure, H.M. 
| broideries in the | : Commercial Secretary at Bucharest points out that under 
| piece or made-up | 15% ad val. | 10% ad val. the system in force prior to its issue, the State derived a 
Woollen fabrics— | | | profit on export transactions by requiring part of the value 
18ia, ~ we a " oe, 4 +A ‘" | saa *. of the goods in foreign exchange to be handed over to the 
187b,| Manufactured ee Pas. a £9 *. State in return for lei at the official rate of exchange, which 

187c | Blankets .. |40cts. per kilog.*; 10% oi nncenge 9 

z ee a | was tar below the market rate. The present measure 

Silk fabrics, of any | | 9 ad 
quality— ax | abolishes the 20 per cent. ad valorem surtax, which was intro- 
188a | In the piece .. .. | 20% ad val. | 10% _ duced last year. (See page 251 of the ‘‘Board of Trade 

I88b | -Manufactured .. | 25% s | 15%' _* _ Journal” for 2lst August last.) 

2. 195a | Candles (for lighting) | | 
of any kind—na- | , o Decree Law RELATING To THE ORGANISATION OF Export. 
tional... -» | 2% ; 2/0 1.—Export Licences. 

199 | Glass wares, not on | Art. 1.—All goods availabie for export shall be exported 
~ hata ar | | only on an authorisation from the Ministry of Industry and 
sect igi 10°/ nm 10°/ * _ Commerce and in the conditions established by this Decree 

. ee eo | 4/0 »”? /O ”? ‘ — wetnaun 4 — aatilhen 2 so F 1 
201a | Golden syrup and the | Law and special regulations which will be made. 
like | lese. per kilog 10% * Art. 2.—Commercial and financial operations in products 
ee ee je = ” : ‘ r 
| bought by the State for export, as well as those for import 
ae, = Sr ces on a compensation basis when the operations take place for 
; | the account of the State, shall be made by a State organisa- 
Export DvuTIEs. | ion direct or thr ais i ay d 
tion direct or through private enterprise dependent on an 
| controlled by the Ministry of Industry and Commerce. 
Tariff | Rate of Export Art, 3.—A Commission composed of representatives of agri- 
No Articles | Duty culturists, manufacturers, and traders, and two specialists 
panne | nominated by the Ministrv of Industry and Commerce, shall 
1 or. aggre the ae a | be set up by the Ministry of Industry and Commerce to 
e the country of destination or the | , Rae ome — in speanlieas : 
attenaiiie of the Bora mr na it | Lot. per kilog authorise export operations by private enterprise. 
eres ee | When the commercial and financial operations are made 
2 | Manures manufactured from refuse from | tieenaiitinn temn:tten i -  o, 
pe | irectly by the State and for State account, approval shall be 
l.* When exported to foreign countries .. | 3% ad val.* given by the delegation of the Council of Ministers, in- 
ilog. When exported to Portuguese Terri- | | stituted by Decree-Law No. 122/919 for the organisation of 
tory... a ~ on - Free. | the Ministry of Industry and Commerce. 
2a | “ Adamonia digitata ’t .. én -» | 2% ad val. . 
5 | Amber . | 2.—Valuation of Exports, and Export Taxes. 
Ae magne ae oe | a0 ad val.* Art. 4.—Payment tor products bought for export shall be 
ven exported to Portuguese L erritory Vo - made in lei. 
x ~ 4 . Sai , . — . 
al. , —— bone — a |. ee ptt aah | In cases where private individuals export for their own 
henexported toforeigncountries ._ .. | —— account in conformity with the provisions of this Decree-Law, 
When exported to Portuguese Territories.. | 2% - | “ale ahi inl tee aumaiidl pga tery Sauiatod 
18a | Maize meal produced from maize imported, -| > ht ppb ‘d - h _ieiedage 7 per woes 
with drawback, from the Union of | in lei and be thus registered in the export licence, whatever 
South Africa, by the Smithfield Cold may be the terms of payment agreed upon by the exporter 
Storage Co., into the district of Matola | and the foreign buyer. 
and there milled .. - wa] Free. Art. 5.—The State will buy Roumanian produce for export 
ul. 23a | Goods exported by the State for its ex- | at the price in the country (home price). 
_ elusive use ; as - ve | Free. Art. 6.—When export is effected by private firms, the 
ie 28 bn a iieeeaiiaenieite ee valuation of the goods will be made as follows : — 
oi When pe anc ’P a ie! a The price of the goods on the principal importing markets 
eT oe ee ioe) Ce for the previous 15 days shall be taken as the basis for 
valuation, and an average price will be fixed in French 
*No alteration in rate of duty. francs, taking into account the rates of exchange of the 
Plus a surtax of 3% ad val. respective currencies and the cost of transport. __ 
Import Prohibitions.—The following articles have to be The price thus fixed shall be calculated in lei at the 
log.* added to the list of goods, the import of which is prohibited: market rate for one month at the commencement of each 
In the District South of the Lave: Metallic tubes up to month. ; a , 
log. (cm. in diameter for conveying water, steam, or for similar Art. 7.—For this purpose a special Commission of Prices 
uses. shall be set up, consisting of the Director-General of Com- 
Export Prohibitions.—The following articles have to be merce, the Director-General of Customs, one Delegate of the 
added to the list of goods, the export of which is prohibited: Bucharest Chamber of Commerce, and two specialists 
Sugar—to any foreign country. nominated by .” rage mg < or and ae 
Gold coins, gold in bars, or manufactured in any form—export Art. 8.—The State shall collect Customs export duties a 
a and transfer from District to District, prohibited. valorem on the goods authorised to be exported, as follows: 
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The State shall collect the following percentages on the 
ditterence between the home price and the export price: — 
(a) 1U per cent. if the difference does not exceed 20 per 


cent. of the home price. 


(b) 25 per cent. if the difference does not exceed 00 per 


cent. of the home price. 


(Cc) 


cent. of the home price. 


(d) 60 per cent. if the difference exceeds 100 per cent. 


of the home price. 


The Commission of Prices shall establish each month the 


average home prices. 


The Customs duty of 20 per cent. ad valorem shall no 
longer be collected, being replaced by the duties provided for 


in this article. 


Art. 9.—When the State exports directly or by its 
authorised private enterprise, the sum realised by the 
difference between the home prices and the export prices may 
be used for the payment of imports in compensation or for 
the payment of all purchases necessary for Government 
enterprises, avoiding additional credits not provided for in 


la Budget. 


The Ministry of Industry and Commerce shall inform the 
Ministry of Finances each month of the total of the sums 


nus collected. 


At the end of the financial year the balance resulting from 


all the operations will be treated as revenue. 


Art. 10.—The present Decree Law shall take effect from 
Engagements for export made before Ist 
May, 1920, shall be subject to the provisions in force prior 


lst May, 1920. 


to the issue of this Decree Law. 


Art. 11.—Our Ministers, the Secretary of State for the 
Department of Industry and Commerce, and the Secretary 
of State for Finances, are charged with the carrying out of 


the provisions of this Decree Law. 


a 


PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


EXPORT OF WHEAT: POSSIBILITY 
RESTRICTIONS. 

The Board of Trade understand from H.M. Minister at 
Buenos Aires that the Argentine Government have under 
consideration the partial or total restriction of wheat exports 
in view of the increasing cost of bread in the Republic; and 
that such restriction may possibly be effected by means of a 
surtax on wheat exports. 














OF 





BELGIUM. 


PROPOSED INCREASE OF SPECIFIC CUSTOMS 
DUTIES. 


A Bill has been introduced into the Belgian Chamber to 
authorise the Government temporarily to increase the 
specific rates of import duty laid down in the Belgian 
Customs Tariff up to not more than three times the rates of 
duty at present in force. The object of the proposed measure 
is to restore to the specific rates of the Belgian Tariff the 
pre-war ad valorem incidence, which has been largely 
decreased owing to the general increase of prices. 

Further particulars of the measure will be notified in this 
‘‘ Journal’’ as the information is received in the Board of 
Trade. 








EXCISE TARIFF CHANGES. 


EGY PT. 


EXCISE DUTY ON GINNED COTTON. 


The Egyptian ‘‘Journal Oficiel’”? of 19th April publishes 
a Decree, dated 18th April, 1920, establishing an Excise 
duty on ginned cotton manufactured in Egypt. 

The Decree provides that from Ist August, 1920, a duty 
of P.T. 35 per kantar of ginned cotton, equivalent to about 
-353 piastres per lb., shall be levied on all classes of cotton 
produced in Egypt. 

It is prohibited to remove ginned cotton from any works 
or factory without a permit verifying that the duty has 
been paid, such duty becoming leviable on completion of the 
plocess of manufacture. 

Ginned cotton transported and warehoused before Ist 
August, 1920, within the limits of Alexandria, as defined 
in Regulations to be issued by the Minister of Finance, 








5U per cent. if the difference does not exceed 100 per 
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shall not be subject to the duty; but any ginned cottop 
removed from the manufactory before that date, and not g9 
warehoused, must be declared to the proper Authority, ang 
ag Pd must be paid as from the above date. - 
xcept as provided for in the preceding paragraph 
s e » an 
ginned cotton found removed from the place of manutaceill 
me pry 1920, and on which Excise duty has not beey 
paid, sha e regarded as contraband ; C ‘ate 
the State. and confiscated by 
_NoTE.—100 piastres=£E1. 1 Kantar=99-05 lb. avoir,] 


_ 
——_ 


Openings for British Trade. 


[NOTICR TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
ee by applying to the Department of Overseas 
i iy quoting the specific reference number and 

In eases of doubt or difficulty in regard icti 

gard to restrictions 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligenee), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 
Applications for names and addresses fmust be sent to the 


— of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise 











DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS’ TRADE. 
FACILITIES OFFERED TO BRITISH TRADERS. 


The Department of Overseas Trade has at its command an 
extensive Overseas Intelligence s\étem, which comprises th 
Commercial, Diplomatic and Consular Services in Foreign one 
tries and Trade Commissioners and Imperial Trade Cx 
spondents in the Empire. 7 

From this Intelligence Service information on all subjects of 
commercial interest is received at the Department, where jt is 
collated and classified in a form convenient for reference. and 
is available to any British trader upon personal or written ap- 
plication to the Department, at 35, Old Queen Street West 
minster, London, §8.W.1. 

‘The information at the disposal of the Departntent is of a 
widely varied nature, and includes such matters as the following: 
Sources of supply, prices, etc., of trade products; Foreign and 
Colonial contracts open to tender; opening for British trade 
abroad; general conditions prevailing in Uverseas markets: 
demand for particular articles abroad; nature and extent of 
competition, and suggestions for meeting it; methods of distribu- 
tion and marketing; credit conditions, terms of payment, etc. 
abroad ; firms at home engaged in particular lines of business, 
Foreign and Colonial importers of British goods; firms or in- 
dividuals considered suitable to act as representatives or agents 
for British firms, Foreign and Colonial Tariff and Customs 
regulations ; statistics of Import or Export ; forms of Certificates 
of Onigin; regulations concerning commercial travellers, Con- 
sular Invoices; etc. ; shipping and transport, etc., etc. 

In addition, samples of foreign competitive coods and com- 
mercial products are constantly being received from abroad and 
are availab'e for inspection by British traders at 3, Guildhall 
Court, London, W.C.2. y 


METHODS OF ADDRESSING ENQUIRIES. 


The Department of Overseas Trade invites applications for 
assistance from manufacturers and expcrters of British goods who 
are desirous of initiating or extending Overseas connections, but 
it is desired to call attention to one or two points, the observance 
of which will faciltate the supply of the information required. 

Where the enquiry concerns an Overseas market the applicant 
may, of course, apply direct to H.M. Trade UCommissioners or 
Imperial Trade Correspondents in the British Empire, and to 
H.M. Commercial Diplomatic or Consular Ufficers in Foreign 
countries, but it is generally advisable to communicate in the 
first instance with the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1, as the information required 
is frequently already in the possession of the Department, and 
the delay involved in communicating with the Officers abroad 
can therefore often be avoided. Should the information required 
not be available in London, the Department will make al] neces- 
Sary enquiries abroad on the applicant’s behalf. 


When making application for information enquiries shoul¢ 
clearly specify :— 
(1)The countries concerning which information is required; 
(2) The precise kind of goods; and 
(3) The particular points in regard to which the information 
is sought. 


By following this method of making their enquiries as specific 
as possible applicants will materially assist the Department 19 
its e1deavour to supply the precise information required. 
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May 27, 1920. THE BOARD OF 
OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continwed. 
BRITISH EMPIRE. 
AUSTRALIA. 
ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 


AUSTRALIA. 


The following enquiries have been received at the Office of the 
Wich Commissioner for Australia, Australia House, Strand, 
London, W.C.2, whence further information may be obtained :— 

DIAMONDS, JEWELLERY, WATCHES, ETC.—An Aus- 
tralian diamond merchant and importer at present in the United 
Kingdom desires to obtain agencies for above lines. He is also 
interested in silver and electro-plated goods, tortoiseshell, and 
xlonite ware. (Reference No. Com. 412/20/7/27.) 

(Norr.—Replies should be sent direct to the Official Secretary, 
Commonwealth of Australia, Commercial Information Bureau, at 
the above address, quoting the reference number.] 


TENDERS INVITED. 


TRACK RELAYS (for Power Signalling).—th.M. Senior Trade 
Commissioner in Australia has forwarded copies of the specifica- 
tion, general conditions of tender, tender form, etc., in connection 
with a call for tenders by the Victorian Railways Commissioners 
‘or the manufacture, supply and delivery of Track Relays (for 
Power Signalling). (Contract No. 35,055.) 

Copies of the specification, etc., may be obtained from the 
Offices of the Victorian Railways Commissioners, Spencer Street, 
Melbourne, at which address also sealed tenders, on the proper 
forms, will be received up to 11 a.m. on 14th July. Tenders 
must be accompanied by a preliminary deposit of 4 per cent. of 
the total amount of the offer. Local representation is necessary. 

The above-mentioned copies of the specification, etc., may be 
consulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry Room of 
the Department of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, Lon- 


don, E.C.2. 

TWIN WIRE CABLE (for Power Signalling).—H.M. Senior 
Trade Commissioner has also forwarded copies of the specification, 
general conditions of tender, tender form, etc., in connection with 
a call for tenders by the Victorian Railways Commissioners for 
the manufacture, supply and delivery of Twin Wire Cable (for 
Power Signalling). (Contract No. 33,056.) 

Copies of the specification, etc., may be obtained from the 
‘fices of the Victorian Railway Commissioners, Spencer Street, 
Melbourne, at which address also sealed tenders, on the proper 
forms, will be received up to 11 a.m. on 14th July. Tenders 
must be accompanied by a preliminary deposit of 4 per cent. 
of the total amount of the offer. Local representation is 
necessary. 

The above-mentioned copies of the specification, etc., may be 
consulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry Room of the 
— of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghal]l Street, London, 
E.C.2. 


It will be observed that the time for the receipt. of tenders is 
limited, and therefore, this intimation will be of use only to 
firms having agents in the Commonwealth, who can be instructed 
by cable. 





CANADA. 


HOSE, HALF HOSE, SILK PIECE-GOODS.—A firm of manu- 
facturers’ agents in Toronto desires to represent United Kingdom 
manufacturers of cashmere and worsted hose dnd half hose and 
silk piece-goods, on a commission basis, for the whole of Canada. 
(Reference No. 746.) 

NECKWEAR, FELT AND STRAW A4GATS, FANCY 
LEATHER GOODS, ETC.—A manufacturers’ agent in Toronto 
desires to obtain the representation of United Kingdom suppliers 
of gentlemen’s neckwear, gentlemen’s straw and felt hats, spats 
or gaiters, table linen, etc., down bed quilts and fancy leather 
€ ay a commission basis for the whole of Canada. (Reference 
No. 747.) 

OLEINE.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Toronto desires 
to represent United Kingdom manufacturers of oleine for use 
by the textile trade. The oleine should run from 95 per cent. 
down to 45 per cent. saponifinable matter. (Reference No. 748.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF CANADIAN TRADE 
COMMISSIONER. 


The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2, whence further information 
may be obtained :— 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR TIMBER.—A Western Canadian 
lumber company would be glad to make offers to British timber 
mporters, c.1.f. United Kingdom ports. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR MOTOR BODIES.—A Canadian 
company manufacturing bodies for commercial lorries and regular 
chassis, are able to undertake export orders. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 


HARDWARE, CARPETS, LINOLEUM, CHINA AND 
GLASSWARE, COTTON WASTE, ETC.—The representative of 
4 Durban firm of manufacturers’ agents, who have offices at 











OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





Johannesburg, Cape Town, etc., is at present in this country, 
and desires to secure agencies for hollow-ware, enamelled ware, 
aluminium ware, electro-plate, cutlery, galvanised goods (buckets, 
baths, etc.), galvanised iron sheets, Fin picks, trek chain 
and general household hardware; also cotton waste, shop, etc., 
twine, carpets, linoleum, chinaware, and glassware. (Reference 
No. 749.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





BRITISH WEST INDIES. 


BOOTS AND SHOES, WINES AND SPIRITS, AND CON- 
DENSED MILK.—A business man in Port of Spain, Trinidad, 
who is well acquainted with the business houses of the Island, 
desires to represent United Kingdom suppliers of boots and shoes, 
whiskey, brandy and gin, French and Spanish wines, and con- 
densed milk. (Reference No. me 

PAINTS, HARDWARE, AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS, 
ETC.—A commission agent and manufacturers’ representative in 
Barbados desires to represent United Kingdom manufacturers of 
paints, colours, enamels, warnishes, agricultural implements, 
carpenters’ and other tools, galvanised sheets, ropes, fishing 
twines, hemp, sashcords, locks, screws, nails and tacks, barbed 
wire, brooms, electric hand lamps, and leather, for Barbados, 
Grenada, St. Vincent, and St. Lucia. (Reference No. 751. 

TEXTILES, HARDWARE, BOOTS AND SHOES, ETC.—A 
firm of commission merchants and manufacturers’ agents at 
Georgetown, British Guiana, desire to secure agencies for United 
Kingdom firms supplying textiles, hardware, china, glassware, 
boots and shoes, groceries, cordage and twines, wrapping and 
wall paper, beer, ale, and stout. They propose to establish 
(shortly) a permanent office in Trinidad, and to cover Dutch 
Guiana, the Lesser Antilles and Bermuda. (Reference No. 
752.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





EGYPT. 


TEXTILES.—The Cairo branch of an Italian firm established 
in Egypt is desirous of entering into relafions with United 
Kingdom firms interested in the export to Egypt of cotton and 
woollen textiles. (Reference No. 753.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


TENDERS INVITED. 


TYRES; STEEL; BOLTS, NUTS; GALVANISED SHEETS, 
IRONMONGERY, ETC.—The Egyptian War Department are 
inviting tenders for 

Tyres for Lorries. 

Stee] Angles, Tees, Flats, etc, 
Bolts and Nuts. 

Galvanised Sheets. 
Ironmongery, etc. 


Tenders for tyres are returnable by noon ou 23rd June. Tenders 
for steel, bolts, sheets, ironmongery, etc., are returnable by noon 
on 21st June. Tenders to remain open for 14 days. 

All particulars may be obtained from Sir A. L. Webb, 
K.C.M.G., Queen Anne’s Chambers, Broadway, Westminster, 
London, S.W.1. 





EUROPE. 





BELGIUM. 


COPPER, ZINC, TIN, ALUMINIUM, ANTIMONY, LEAD, 
AND BRONZE.—A Belgian enquirer at Liége desires to secure 
an agency, on commission, with depot, for United Kingdom firms 
dealing in copper, zinc, tin, aluminium, antmony, lead and bronze. 
(Reference No. 754.) 

METALS FOR CONSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSES.—An 
enquirer in Brussels wishes to obtain an agency, on commission, 
for the whole of Belgium, for a large British firm dealing in 
metals for constructional purposes. (Reference No. 755.) 

COKE TIN PLATES.—A firm in Liége are desirous of receiving 
quotations, delivered either f.o.r. or c.i.f. Antwerp, for IC and 
ICW S M coke tinplates, packed in boxes of 112 sheets, which 
are required in the manufacture of household utensils. (Refer- 
ence No. 756.) 

RAW COTTON.—A Belgian enquirer at Verviers desires to 
obtain the agency, on commission, of a United Kingdom firm 
exporting raw cotton. (Reference No. 757.) 

BLEACHED AND PRINTED COTTON PIECE-GOODS, 
HANDKERCHIEFS, TOWELS, TABLE LINEN, ETC.—A 
Belgian enquirer in Brussels desires to obtain agencies, on com- 
mission, for the whole of Belgium, for United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of bleached and printed cotton piece-goods, handkerchiefs, 
towels, table linen, etc. (Reference No. 758.) 

PARRAFIN WAX, CAUSTIC SODA, GLAUBER SALTS, 
AND MATERIALS FOR THE MANUFACTURE OF PAINT 
AND GENERAL INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS.—A Belgian en- 
quirer at Brussels desires to obtain the sole agency, on com- 
mission, for the whole of Belgium, for United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of paraffin wax, caustic soda, glauber salts, and materials 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





(Reference No. 759.) 


Applications for names and Addresses must be sent to the 


Department of Overseas Trade. 





BULGARIA. 


IRONMONGERY, TEXTILES.—A firm in Sofia wishes to 
represent on commission, United Kingdom firms dealing in iron- 


mongery, cotton yarns and tissues. (Reference No. 760.) 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 


Department of Overseas Trade. 





DENMARK. 


UNDERWEAR AND GLOVES.—An agent in Copenhagen 
desires to represent British manufacturers of women’s underwear, 


gloves (leather and fabric. (Reference No. 761.) 
TEXTILES.—A wholesale commission agent in Copenhagen 
desires to represent British manufacturers of wool and cotton 
yarns, linings, and sateens. (Reference No. 762.) 
COC 





exporters of cocoa. (Reference No. 763.) 

SERGES, WORSTED, AND SAXONY CLOTHS.—A com 
mission agent in Copenhagen desires to represent British manu- 
facturers of serges, worsted, and Saxony cloths. (Reference 
No. 764.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





FRANCE. 
PAINTS, COLOURS, VARNISHES, ETC.—A former repre- 
sentative of a leading Paris firm for varnishes, wishes to repre- 
sent, in Paris, United Kingdom firms dealing in paints, colours, 
and varnishes. (Reference No. 765.) 
Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





HUNGARY. 

SEWING MACHINES, BICYCLES, ETC.—A Hungarian mer- 
chant in Budapest, dealing in sewing machines, is desirous of 
representing British manufacturers of sewing machines, bicycles, 
and tyres in Hungary. (Reference No. 766.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 








ITALY. 

DRESS MATERIALS, AND WEARING APPAREL.—An 
Italian, resident in Turin, desires to represent, on a commission 
basis, British manufacturers of dress materials and wearing 
apparel for ladies and gentlemen. (Reference No. 767.) 

RAW MATERIALS FOR HAT MAKING.—An Italian, of 12 
years’ standing, established in Monza (Milan), desires to 
represent, on a commission basis, in Northern Italy, British 
exporters of wool, and other raw materials required for hat 
making. (Reference No. 768.) 

DIAMONDS.—An Italian firm, established in Turin, desire 
to represent, on a commission basis, or would buy for own 
account from, British exporters of diamonds for industrial pur- 
poses. (Reference No. 769.) 

TOOLS, CUTLERY, ETC.—A firm in Milan are desirous of 
obtaining the representation, on a commission basis, for Italy, 
of United Kingdom manufacturers of files, spades, shovels, pitch- 
forks, carpenters’ and engineers’ tools, cutlery, enamelled-ware. 
mincing machines, locks, padlocks, door hinges, etc. (Refer- 
ence No. 770.) 

TEXTILES.—An Italian established in Milan since 1899 desires 
to represent, on a commission basis, British manufacturers of 
printed and fancy cotton, handkerchiefs, Nottingham goods, and 
lace. (Reference No. 771.) 

SOAP, CHEMICAL PRODUCTS, MINERAT, OILS, ETC.— 
An Italian established in Verona since 1917 desires to represent, 
on a commission basis, British exporters of soap, chemical pro- 
ducts, mineral oils, etc. (Reference No. 772.) 

MEN’S WOOLLEN WEAR AND PRINTED COTTON 
GOODS.—An Italian firm established in Milan, since 1867, 
desires to represent, on a commission basis, british manufacturers 
of men’s woollen wear and printed cotton goods. (Reference 
No. 773.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas 





NORWAY. 

TEXTILES.—An agent in Bergen desires to represent British 
manufacturers of textiles of all descriptions, including cheviot 
yarns. (Reference No. 774. 

SHOE THREAD AND HOSIERY.—A firm of commission 
agents in Christiania, dealing in boots and shoes and grindery, 
desire to represent British manufacturers of shoe thread and 
hosiery. (Reference No. 775.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade 





for the manufacture of paint and general industria] products. 


OA.—An agent in Copenhagen desires to represent British 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE —continued 









POLAND. 

CHEMICAL AND PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCH 
BEVERAGES, ETC.—A firm in Warsaw is anxious to obtaj 
agencies for British firms and manufacturers dealing in chemi 
and pharmaceutical products, perfumes, pigments, colours, et. 
and also in tea, coffee, cocoa, etc. (Reference 10. 776.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to th; 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





















SPAIN. 

CHEMICALS, KITCHEN UTENSILS, ETC.—The Commer; 
Secretary of H.M. Embassy, Madrid, reports that a merchant ¢ 
Seville, who already represents several British companies, ; 
desirous of representing British firms for the sale of such ling 
as :—Indigo blue, caustic soda, anilines, citric and tartaric acids. 
also for enamelled kitchen utensils, baths, buckets, etc., apj 
galvanised iron manufactures. 777. 













(Reference No. 777 
Applications for names and addresses must be sent to th 
Department of Overseas Trade. 




















SWEDEN. 

TEXTILES.—A firm in Gothenburg desires to represent Britis; 
manufacturers of serges, tweeds, Lancashire goods, linen, ei, 
(Reference No. 778.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to th 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

















SWITZERLAND. 


WOOLLEN GOODS.—A Swiss agent, established at Zurich 
who is understood to be thoroughly acquainted with the woolle: 
trade, and to possess very wide connections in Switzerland, desires 
to obtain the representation for that country, of British mang. 
facturers of woollen goods. (Reference No. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 















NEAR EAST. 


GENERAL AGENCY.—A business man returning shortly to 
Egypt and Palestine is desirous of being placed in touch with 
United Kingdom exporters of all kinds of goods who might wis 
to avail themselves of his services. (Reference No. 780.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


























AFRICA. 












TRIPOLI. 

HARDWARE, HOUSEHOLD GOODS, TEXTILES. 
COLONIAL PRODUCTS, ETC.—A firm of general merchants 
and commission agents in Tripoli wishes to represent British 
exporters of household goods, hardware, pipe fixtures, rugs and 
carpets, oilcloth and linoleum, blinds and fixtures, lamps, lamp- 
tubes, porcelain, glassware, cooking utensils, furniture-coven, 
material for robes, printed cottons, shirtings, collars, bedcover, 
table and toilet linen, handkerchiefs, silk goods, velours, China 
raw silk, haberdashery, cigarette papers, toilet requisites, colour: 
ing material, horn and wooden combs, Brazilian coffee, green and 
China tea, sugar, and all Colonial products. The firm wil 
also deal on own account. (Reference No. 781.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


—--- 


















































MOROCCO. 
MARKET SOUGHT FOR SEEDS AND BEANS.—A grail 


and seed exporter at Casablanca wishes to be put in touch with 
United Kingdom importers of selected seeds and beans, haricot 
beans, peas, chickpeas, lentils, linseed, millet, canary seed, sorgh0, 
fenugreek, coriander and cumin seeds. (Reference No. 782.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





LATIN AMERICA. 





CUBA. 

GENERAL HARDWARE, DRY GOODS, PROVISIONS, 
AND CHEMICALS.—The Commercial Secretary at Havana t 
ports that a well-established Spanish firm of commission agents 
in Havana wishes to secure agencies for British manufacturers 
of the following classes of goods :—General hardware, dry goods 
provisions (especially Indian rice), and chemicals. The firm ® 
of good commercial standing, and is understood to employ tw? 
commercial travellers, in addition to having sub-agents in the 
principal centres in Cuba. (Reference No. 783. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


—— 
=< 
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Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 





EXPORT SECTION. 





AMENDMENT TO THE ENPORT 
PROHIBITED LIST. 
The Board of Trade (Licensing Section) announce that, as 
from 27th May, 1920, the undermentioned commodities have 
heen removed from List ‘*A”’ of Prohibited Exports :— 


Rice and rice flour. 





EXPORT OF KICE. 

The Food Controller and the Board of Trade have now 
screed that rice may be placed on List C of prohibited eX- 
Ap : : i, , ) 3 : 
ports, as trom 26th May. Until further notice no export 
‘icences Will therefore be required. 





POSTAL SECTION. 


PARCEL POST WITH PRAZIL—ENTENSION TO 
MANAOS. 

Parcels addressed to Manaos, Brazi!, can now be accepted 
for transmission by post. The rates of postage and general 
conditions applicable to such parcels are the same as those 
in force for parcels for other places in Brazil. 








REDUCED RATES FOR PRESS TELEGRAMS TO 
POLAND. 


On and from 27th May press telegrams will be accepted, 
between the hours of 6 p.m. and 9 a.m. for transmission to 
Poland at the rate of 12d. per word, with a minimum charge 
of 10d. per telegram. The necessary cards of authority for 
sending such telegrams will be furnished on application to 
the Secretary, General Post Office, E.C.1. 





FOOD SECTION. 





SUSPENSION OF CANNED MEAT ORDER. 

With a view to facilitating the disposal of war stocks of 
canned meats now in the hands of private traders, the Food 
Contro‘ler has made an Order suspending the operation of 
the Canned Meat (Net Weights) Order, 1918, until further 
notice. The effect of this will be to enable canned, preserved 
and potted meats of all kinds to be sold in containers which 
io not bear labels stating the net weight of the meat therein. 





GENERAL SECTION. 





CENSUS OF HORSES. 

Order by the Board of Trade as the Authority to whom 
the Army Council has deiegated its powers under Section 114 
ui the Army Act. 

+. Al! owners of horses, mules and asses are required 
under the above-mentioned Section to fill up (in duplicate) 
the ferm prescribed by the Army Council in their Regula- 
tions regarding the Census of Horses, 1920, giving the 
required particulars in respect of all horses (including foals 
and veariungs) and of al! mules and asses owned by them on 
4th June, 1920, 

2. Horses loaned out, or sent for sale, but not yet sold, 

or supplied und«r contract, must be accounted for by the 
actual owner or his representative, and not by the person 
in whose charge they are. 
3. If the owner is notified that the Return will be called 
for he must complete the Return and hand it to the constable, 
or other representative of the Chief Officer of Police, who 
calls for it. 

If the owner is not so notified he must complete the 
Return and forward it within three days of receipt to the 
Police Station named on the back of the form. 

(Forms may be folded and posted without covering 
envelope, and postage need not be prepaid.) 

A. Payne, 
A Secretary to the Board of Trade. 
lith May, 1920. | 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE —continued. 
PRICES OF SULPHATE OF AMMONIA 
: 1920-1921. 

The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, and the Board 
ot Agriculture for Scotland, have come to an agreement with 
the great majority of the makers of Sulphate of Ammonia 
with regard to the maximum prices to be charged for this 
fertilizer in the Season 1920-1921. These prices are the 
maximum net cash prices for Sulphate of Ammonia contain- 
ing 24} per cent. by weight of ammonia, in makers’ 2 cwt. 
bags, delivered in quantities of not less than 4 tons to the 
purchaser’s or consumer’s nearest railway station or whart 
in Great Britain, or f.o.b. British port in the case of sales 
to Ireland, Isie of Man, or the Channel Islands, and are sub- 
ject to a trade discount in the case of sales to Manure 
Mixers, Agricultural Merchants, Dealers, and Co-operative 
mpocleties :—- 

Price per ton in 


Month of delivery. bags, net cash. 


Ss. ¢€, 
oR ee ene, Taree 23 10 O 
Wt: SY. hsisi2sasnanicinionmeninnin 23 10 O 
BS TEN. | aiikitgssdsiuiedaescesnns . 24 0 YU 
September, nn ee 24 10 O 
| EAE ae ee 2 VO O 
ae | | eee 25 10 OU 
I, UE ic cieadudasvdabas 26 UO O 
CI, TR” Seniccixsidinnncicasins 26 10 OU 
PRO RUE scwhdannsacsncesnnssses 27 «60 COO 
March, April and May ............ 27 10 O 


The other conditions of sale remain the same as during 
the past season, except that the additional charges authorised 
for each additional | of 1 per cent. for ammonia, for sulphate 
of ammonia containing less than 0°025 per cent. of free acid, 
and for sulphate of ammonia specially ground at the pur- 
chaser’s request, have been raised to 5s. 6d., 7s. 6d., and 
is. Gd. per ton respectively; and as the basis scale of prices 
now applies to minimum quantities of 4 instead of 2 tons, an 
additional charge of 5s. per ton is authorised for deliveries 
of 2 tons and over, but less than 4 tons. 

Farmers should place their orders without delay with 
their usua! dealer or co-operative society. 

Manure Mixers, Merchants, Dealers, and Co-operative 
Societies should send their orders to the British Sulphate of 
Ammonia Federation, Ltd., 30, Grosvenor Gardens, S.W. 1. 

Fuller particulars of these prices and conditions of sale 
will be given in a leaflet which will shortly be obtainable, 
post free, on application to the Director-General, Land and 
Supphes Department, Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
(2, Victoria Street, S.W 





COLONIAL PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 





A list of Colonial Publications on Trade and other sub- 
jects, recently received and filed for reference at the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) :— 


Western Australia: 
Report on the Working of the Government Railways and Tramways 
for the vear ended 30th June, 1919. 
British South Africa: 
Fourteenth Annual Statement of the Trade and Shipping of the 
Union of South Africa and of Southern and Northern Rhodesia. 
Ninth Report of the Public Debt Commissioners. with Appendices. 
for the vear ended Slst March. 1919. 
PROVINCE OF THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE: 
Estimates of Capital Expenditure to be Defrayed during the year 
ending Slst March, 1921. 





NOTICE. 





The price of the “Board of Trade Journal’? is 6d. (63d. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free) 27s. 6d. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d. per annum, 


post free. 


The Editorial Offices are at the new Government Build- 
ings, Great George Street, London, S.W.1. All editorial 
communications should be addressed to ‘‘The Editor.”’ 
Telephone No. Victoria 9800. 


The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all communi- 
cations concerning subscriptions and sales) are HM. 
Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 


I).¢'. 2, or branches (see Cover). 


Stationery 
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Commercial Returns. 


COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
THE WEEKLY RETURN. 








Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week 


and 21 weeks ended 20th May, 1920 :— 











Week | 21 Weeks || Week 





























| 21 Weeks 
ended | ended | ended | ended 
— 20th May,| 20th May,} 20th May,) 20th May, 
1920. | 1920. | 1920. | 1920. 
Iuro Rrs. | Exror'ts. 
Bales. | Bales. | Bales. | Bales. 
American .. ~ 18,046 | 1,751,384 3,965 | 66,001 
Brazilian .. as 475 | 59,007 } 57 | 4,546 
East Indian ‘| 10,231 | 82.840 F =. 2,284 | 39,951 
Egyptian .. os 453 | 243,702 161 | 123,206 
Miscellaneous 2,933*, 161,891f/ 622 | 11,467 
Total ..| 32,183 | 2,298,827 | 7,089 | 245,171 











*Including 7 bales British West African. 


African. 





CORN PRICES. 


STATEMENT showing the Average Price of sritish Corn per 
Quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the 
Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 22nd May, 1920, 


pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882 :— 


t Including 4,728 
bales Britisn West Indian, 3,702 bales British West African, 
12,959 bales British East African, and 1,639 bales Foreign East 





Average Price. 








Wheat. Barley. Oats. 

:  @ s, d, 8. d. 

Week ended 22nd May, 1920 .. 72 10 861 60 1 
Corresponding week in— 

1913... = = -o| wee 261 20 1 

1914 . - - oe 33 9 26 «1 19 4 

1915... _ on - 61 11 34 8 32 7 

1916 .. ex ous °° 54 7 | 62 9 334 

a ~ ‘ . 7 0 | 64 9 54 11 

1918 .. ove ese _ 73 «3 56 6 47 8 

1919... exe = we} @@ 2 62 7 47 11 





* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that whire returns 
of purchases of British corn are made to the local inspect of Corn 
Returns in any other measure than the imperial bushel or by weight or 
by a weighed measure, that officer shall convert such returns into the 
imperial bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty imperial pounds for every 
bushel of wheat. fifty imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, and 
thirty-nine imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 





CROP PROSPECTS AND CEREAL SUPPLIES. 

The April Bulletin of Agricultural and Commercial 
Statistics, just published by the International Institute of 
Agriculture, announces that the winter crops are making 
good progress in Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Great Britain 
and Ireland. Parts of Italy and Algeria have suffered from 
drought, but their reports are otherwise good. Recent rains 
in Mesopotamia have much improved the agricultural out- 
look. Based on appearances at lst April, and on the expec- 
tation of average conditions until harvest, the United States 
have estimated the prospects of the winter wheat crop of 
1920 at 75°6, according to their system of agricultural fore- 
casts, as compared with 99-8 a year ago, and with an average 
on Ist April of 81 for the five years 1914 to 1918. On Ist 
July (harvest time) the condition in 1919 was 99, and the 
five years’ average was 82. 

The winter wheat reports comprise about one-half of the 
usual extent sown in the Northern Hemisphere and indicate 
declines in the area of 7-7 per cent., as compared with last 
year, and of 9 per cent. from the average area for the five 


years 1914 to 1918. 





COMMERCIAL RETURNS—continued. 





Spring sowing was carried out favourably in Morocco, ang 
is well advanced in Austria, Belgium, France, England, apj 
Ireland. A favourable commencement is reported in Dep. 
mark, Scotland, and Italy. 

The United States Grain Corporation has been authorisey 
by Congress to sel] on long credit about 400,000 tons from the 
Corporation’s stocks of flour to Austria, Poland, ang 
Armenia, 

The British Government has decided that so long as whea 
is Stull controlled in the United Kingdom, the controlled pric 
oi home-grown wlicat shal] be based on the average price of 
imported wheat, with a maximum of 95s. per quarter fq 
the 1y20 crop, and of 100s. per quarter for the 1921 crop, 
the present price for the 1919 crop is 76s. 6d. per quarter, 

The fluctuations in rates of exchange affecting the impor 
cost ot cereals have been very considerable during the month 
under review. An improvement of about 10 per cent. ha 
been realised in certain countries, while in others an adverse 
movement of 20 to 30 per cent. has taken place. 

Rates of ocean freight from Argentina, at present the 
most important exporting country, have declined sharply jp 
the open market, and are now not much higher than thog 
paid by Government control. 





RECENT OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS. 
The following official publications have recently been 
issued by H.M. Siationery Office, Imperial House, Kings. 


way, London, W.C.2. (The post-free prices are shown jp 


parenthesis. ) 


Agriculture and Fisheries. Agricultural Statistics, 1919. Vol. 54. Part 1 
Acreage and Live Stock Returns of England and Waites. Cmd. 680. (5id) 

Colonial Reports Annual. No. 1030. Nigeria. Report for 1918. (3d.) 
No. 1081. Leeward Islands. Report for 1918-19. Cmd. 508-15, (3d.) 

Dangerous Drugs. Bil to regulate the Importation Exportation, Manu. 
facture, Sale and Use of Opium and other Dangerous Drugs. H.C.B, 109, 
(3d.) 

Deterioration of Structures in Sea-Water. First Report of the Committe 
of the Institute of Civil Engineers. 1920. (30s. 6d. 

Economic Conditions in Central Europe (11), with Map. Miscellaneous, 
No. 6 (1920). (1s. 23d.) 

Emigrant Ships. Instructions relating to. (5d.) 

Foreign Jurisdiction. The China (Kashgar) Order in Council. Dated 
March 11, 1920. (1s. 7d.) 

Freshwater Fisheries. Final Report on the Present Position of. (1s. 7) 

General Information as to the Uganda Protectorate, issued by the Oversea 
Settlement Office. (7}d.) 

Harbours, Docks and Piers (Temporary Increase of Charges). Bill to 
make provision for the temporary Modification of Charges, etc. C.B, 
104. (1}d.) 

Medical Research Committee. Report No. 49. on the Destruction of Bac. 
teria in Milk by Electricity, (103d.) 

Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. Return respecting Importation ot 
Live Stock. H.L. 32. (1$d.) 

Miscellaneous. No. 7. (1920). Agreement between France, Russia, Great 
— and Italy. Signed at London, 26th April, 1915. Cmd. é7! 
(2d.) 

Miscellaneous. No. 8. (1920). Report of the Foreign Office Committee 
on British Communities Abroad. Cimd. 672. (3d.) 

Naval and Military Despatches. Part X, with names of Officers and 
Men awarded the Victoria Cross. (2s. 43d.) 

Navigation of the River Thames. Report of the Rates Advisory Con- 
mittee, Cmd. 677. (3d.) 

Openings in Industry. No. 30. The Lace Trade. (3d.) 

Overseas Settlement. Professional Handpook, Part II. Chemists and 
Druggists, Dentists, Nurses, Physicians and Surgeons, Veterinary Sur- 
geons. Part IV., Architects and Engineers. Auctioneers, Commercial 
Travellers. Police, Surveyors. (73d. each). 

Overseas Settlement. General Information as to the Nyasaland Protec: 
torate. (103d.) 

Overseas Trade (Credits and Insurance). Bill to authorise the granting 
of Credits and the undertaking of Insurances for the purpose of re- 
establishing Overseas Trade. H.C.B. 70. (13d.) 

Patents for Inventions and Designs. Order of the Board of Trade, dated 
23rd April. 1920, fixing Date of Operation of Section 29 (1). (2) and (4) 
of the Patents and Designs Act. 1907. No. 658. (13d.) 

Peace Handbooks:—The Eastern Question (3s. 84d.); Turkey in Europe 
(3s. 23d.); Albania (2s. 2d.); Greece with the Cyclades and Northern 
Sporades (3s. 8}d.); Montenegro (2s. 1}d.); Serbia (2s. 8d.); Macedonia 
(2s. 2d.); Bulgaria (3s. 2d.); Rumania (3s. 2!d.); Alsace-Lorraine 
(2s. 8d.); Lorraine and Saar Minefields (1s. 1}d.): Trentino and Alto 
Adige (1s. 1}d.); Spain (1s. 14d.); Slesvig-Holstein (2s. 8d.):; Spitsbergen 
(1s. 1}d.); Bavarian Palatinate (1s. 13d.); Rhenish Prussia (2s. 2d.); 
East and West Prussia (1s. 73d.); Upper Silesia (1s. 13d.) ; Kiel Canal 
and Heligoland (1s. 14d.); German Colonisation (3s. 2d.). 

Public Opinion in Preventive Medicine. The Lady Priestly Memorial Le: 
ture by Sir George Newman. K.C.B., M.D., F.R.C.P., Chief Medical 
Officer. Ministry of Health. (54d.) 

Public Utility Companies (Capital Issues). Amendment. H.L. 28b. (14) 

Railway Statietics. Four weeks ended February 1, 1920. (1s, 8d.) 

Rates Advisory Committee. General Revision of Railway Rates and 
Charges Proceedings of Meeting held on 11th May, 1920. (1s. 74d.) 

tevision of Railway Rates. Replies received from certain Associations to 

a addressed to them by the Minister of Transport. [Cmd. 682.| 
(41d.) 

toyal Botanic Gardens, Kew. Bulletin No. 3, 1920. (91d.) . 

The Egypt (Treaty of Peace) Amendment. Order in Council, dated 25th 
March, 1920. No. 650. (1}d.) ; 

The Gold Coast and Dependencies Coinage (No. 2) Order, dated 25th 
March. 1920. No. 643. (13d.) 

The Sierra Leone and Gambia Coinage (No. 2) Order, dated 25th Mareh. 
1920. No. 642. (13d.) 

Trade and Navigation of the United Kingdom. Accounts. April, 1920. 
H.C. 25. III. (3s. 5d.) 

Trustee Savings Bank. Report of the Inepection Committee for the Year 
ended 20th November, 1919, with Appendices. H.C. 66. (4}d.) 
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British Chambers of Commerce 


in Certain 


Foreign Countries. 





The fo'lowing is a list of Chambers of Commerce established 
in certain foreign countries in the interest of British 
Trade : — 


Argentina. —British Chamber of Commerce for the Argentine 
Republic (Inc.), Calle Reconquista 46, Buenos Aires. 
Britisa Chauiber of Commerce in Rosario (aifiliated to 

the above), c/o Briit:sh Consulate, Rosario. 
Belgium 


Chamber of Comraerce in 


Belgium. —British 
tue de la Bourse, Brussels. 


(Incorp.), 2, 


Bolivia. — British Chamber of Commerce in Bolivia, Correo 
Casilla Sta, La Paz. Branch at Oruro. 


Brazil (Inc.), 


Brazil.—Britisn Chamber of Commerce in 
(Tele- 


51/53, Avenida Rio Branco, Rio de Janeiro. 
graphic address, ‘‘ Chambrit, Rio de Janeiro.’’) 
(Representative in London—Mr. F. W. Perkins, 
c/o Messrs. Norton, Megaw and Co., Ltd., 3&6, 
Lime Street, London, E.C. 3.) 
Bahia Branch.—c/o British Consulate, Bahia. 
Pernambuco Branch.—P.O. Box 46, Pernambuco. 
Para Branch.-—P.O. Box. 47, Para. 
British Chamber of Commerce of Sao Paulo 
and Southern Brazil, 20, Rua 15 de Novembro, 
Sao Paulo. (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Britchamb, 
Sao Paulo.’’) 
(Representative in London—Mr. T. Johnson, 6, 
Tokenhouse Yard, London, E.C. 2.) 


Santos Branch.—25, Rua Santo Antonio, Santos. 


Porto Alegre branch.—215, Rua dos Andradas 


Porto Alegre. 
-British Chamber of Commerce (Turkey and 


Bulgaria. 
Solun Street, 19, Sofia. 


Balkan States), 


Chile—British Chamber of Commerce in the Republic of 


Chile (Inc.), Calle Cochrane, 741 (Casilla 329), 
Valparaiso. 
Shanghai British Chamber of Commerce, 1, The Bund, 
Shanghai. 


Amoy British Chamber of Commerce, Amoy. 

Canton British Chamber of Commerce, Canton. 

Changsha Chamber of Commerce, Changsha 

Chefoo Chamber of Commerce, Chefoo. 

Chinkiang British Chamber of Commerce, Chinkiang. 

Changking British Chamber of Commerce, Chungking. 

Foochow Chamber of Commerce, Foochow. 

Hankow British Chamber of Commerce, 
Municipal Council Buildings, Hankow. 

Harbin British Chamber of Commerce, 

Mukden British Chamber of Commerce, c/o British 
Consulate-General, Mukden. 

Newchwang British Chamber of Commerce, c/o British 
Consulate, Newchwang. 
Peking British Chamber 

Chambers, Peking 
Swatow Chamber of Commerce, Swatow. 
Tientsin British Chamber of Commerce, Tientsin. 
Tsinanfu British Chamber of Commerce, Tsinanfu. 


British 


Hlarbin. 


of Commerce, Culty 


Egypt. —British Chamber of Commerce of Egypt, 6, Rue de 
’Ancienne Bourse, Alexandria, and Savoy Chambers, 
Cairo. 

(Agents in London.—Messrs. Back and Manson, 
Egvpt House, 36, New Broad Street, E.C. 2.) 


France. --British Chamber of Commerce, France (Incorp.). 
6, Rue Halévy, Paris, [Xéme. 
(Correspondents in all the principal towns of France 
Commercial Representative in France of the Com- 
monwealth of Australia.) 





| 


Franee ‘eontinued.) 
British Chamber of Commerce for the French Riviera 
and Principality ot Monaco, 4, Avenue Massena, 
Nice. 
British Chamber of Commerce (Inc.), Marseiiles, 2, 
Rue Beauvau. 


Germany (Occupied Territory).—British Chamber of Com- 

merce in Germany, LUV, Hohestrasse, Cologne. 
Greece. British Chamber of Commerce, 7, St. Theodore’s 
Square, Athens. 


Italy, —British Chamber of Commerce for Italy (Inc.), 7, Via 
Carlo Felice, Genoa (with Saiupie Suow Rooms for 
British goods). 
Branches— 


79, Via Nazionale, Rome. 

12, Via Silvio Pellico, Milan. 
Scali d’Azeglio 3 p. p., Leghorn, 
Via A Depretis, 31, Naples. 
Piazza dell Unita, No. 6, Trieste. 


Mesopotamia —British Chamber ot. Commerce, Bagdad. 


Moroceo.—British Chamber of Comnierce tour Mvorocco, 
Tangier. 
Persia.—British Chamber of Commerce, Bushire. 





British Chamber of Commerce, Mokammerah. 


Persian Gulf.—Basrah British Chamber of Commerce, ¢/o 
Kastern Bank, Basrah. 


Portugal.—British Chamber of Commerce in Portugal (Ine.), 
4, Rua Victor Cordon, Lisbon. (Telegraphic address, 
“Britcham,’’ Lisbon.’ ’) 

Branches— 
39, Rua do Chotipelo, Vila Nova de Gaia, Oporto. 
81. Rua dos Netos, Funchal, Madeira. 


Roumania. —British Chamber of Commerce in Roumania 
(in course of formation), 12, Strada Vasile-Boerescu, 
Bucharest, 


Serbia. —-See Turkey. 


Spain.—British Chamber of Commerce for Spain, Rambla de 
los Estadios, 8, Barcelona. (Telegraphic address, 
‘“Britcom,’’ Barcelona.’’) 

Bianch.—Avenida Conde Penalver (Gran Via), 20, 
Madrid. (Delegates at Cartagena, Valencia, and 

Canary Islands.) 
Switzerland. — British Chamber of Commerce in Switzerland, 
coo K. EK. Crowe, Esg., Lange Gasse, 9, Basle 

Branch at Lausanne. 


Tunis. 
Tunis. 


British Chamber of Commerce, Rue Es-Sadikia, 35, 


Turkey. —British Chamber of Commerce of Turkey and the 
Balkan States (Inc.), 24-85, Buyuk Tunnel Han, Galata, 
Constantinople. 

Branch Secretaries in Belgrade, Bucharest, and Sofia. 


United States of Ameries.—British Chamber of Com- 
merce in the United States of America (Inc.), 295, 
Broadway, New York. 


Uruguay.—British Chamber of Commerce in Uruguay, Caile 
Rincén, 508, Montevideo. (Postal address, Casilla de 


Correo 465.) 

N.B.—Some of these Chambers issue periodically a Journal 
or Annual Report, which may be inspected at the Department 
of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W." 
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CanaDa— 

Montreal.—Captain E. J. Edwards, H.M. Acting Senior 
Trade Commissioner in Canada, Ottawa Building, 248, 
St. James Street, Montreal. (Telegraphic address, 
‘‘Britcom.’’) 

Toronto.—Mr. F. W. Field, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
257-260, Contederation Life Buildings, Toronto (Tele- 
graphic address, ‘‘Toroncom’’). 

Winnipeg.—Mr. L. B. Beale, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
610, Electric Railway Chambers, Winnipeg (Telegraphic 
address, ‘‘Wincom’’). 





NEWFOUNDLAND— 
Captain E. J. Edwards, H.M. Acting Senior Trade Com- 
missioner in Canada, Ottawa Building, 248, St. James 
Street, Montreal. (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Britcom.’’) 


AUSTRALIA— 

Melbourne.—Mr. S. W. B. McGregor, H.M. Senior Trade 
Commissioner in Australia, Commerce House, Flinders 
Street, Melbourne (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Combrit’’). 
(At present on an official visit to this country.) 

Sydney.—Mr. A. Simpson, H. M. Trade Commissioner, 
Royal Exchange, 81, Pitt Street, Sydney. (Telegraphic 
address, ‘‘Combritto.’’) 


New ZEALAND— 
Wellington.—Mr. RoW. Dalton, H.M. Trade Commis- 
sioner, P.O. Box 369, Wellington (Telegraphic address, 
‘‘Advantage’’). 


Imperial Trade Correspondents. 


C'ANADA— 
Alberta.—Mr. J.’ B. Sutherland, Lougheed Building, 
Calgary. 


Mr. R. N. Frith, 525, Tegler Building, Edmonton. 
British Columbia.—Mr. P. G. Shallcross, c/o Messrs. 
Shallcross, Macaulay and Co., Ltd., 144, Water 
Street, Vancouver. 
New Brunswick.—Mr. W. E. 
William Street, St. John. 
Nova Scotia.—Mr. E. A. 
Halifax. 
Qucbee.—Mr. G. B. Ramsey, 53, Dalhousie Street, Quebec. 
Newfoundland.—Mr. H. W. Le Messurier, C.M.G., Deputy 
Minister and Assistant Collector of Customs, St. John’s. 
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AUSTRALIA— 
Qneensland.—Mr. W. J. Weatherill, Nos. 32 and _ 33, 


Victory Chambers, Queen Street, Brisbane. 

South Australia.—Mr. J. K. Samuel, Brookman Buildings, 

Grenfell Street (P.O. Box 218), Adelaide. 

Tasmania.—(Vacant.) 
Western Australia.—Mr. Basil L. Murray, 569, Wellington 

Street, Perth. 

New ZEALAND— 
Dunedin.—Mr. W. T. Monkman, Bond Street, Dunedin. 
Soutu AFRICcCA— 
Union of South Africa: 
Cape Province.—Mr. J. S$. Neave, M.B.E., Library 
Buildings, Main Street, Port Elizabeth. 
Mr. W. Crawford Mackenzie, Union Street, East 
London. 

Natal Province.—Mr. A. D. C. Agnew, 412, Berea 
Road, Durban. 

Orange Free State Province.—Mr. G. Smetham, P.O. 
Box 101, Fichardt Chambers, Maitland Street, Bloem- 
fontein. 

Rhodesia.—Mr. E. C. Baxter, P.O. Box 599, Bulawayo. 





Honorary Trade Correspondents. 


Sout AFRICA— 
Basutoland.—The Government Secretary, Maseru. 
Bechuanaland.—Mr. Vernon Eason, Resident Commis- 
sioner’s Office, Mafeking, South Africa. 
West AFrRica— 
Gambia.—The Receiver-General, Customs Department, 
Bathurst. 
Gold Coast.—The Comptroller of Customs, Accra. 


H.M. Trade Commissioners. 















SouTH ArFRica—. 

Johannesburg.—Mr, W. G. Wickham, H.M. Senior Trag, 
Commissioner in South Africa (P.O. Box 839), Gog 
fields Buildings, Eloff Street, Johannesburg. (Toy 
graphic address, ‘‘Austere.’’) 

Cape Town.—Major G. Fetherston, D.S.0., M.C., Hy 
Trade Commissioner (P.O. Box 1346), Norwich Unig, 
Buildings, Cape Town (Telegraphic address, ‘ Austoram 

Kast Arrica.—Colonel W. H. Franklin, C.B.E., DS @ 
H.M. Trade Commissioner (P.O. Box 220), |. BBA 
Buildings, Government Road, Nairobi, East Afpig 
Protectorate. (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Britishers.’’) 

INDIA AND CEYLON— 

Calentta.—Mr. T. Mo Ainseongh, O.B.E., H.M. Trad 
Commissioner (P.O. Box No. 683), Allahabad Bank Build 
ings, 6, Royal Exchange Place, Caleutta. (Telegraphic 
address, ‘‘Tradcom.’’) 

(At present on an official visit to this country.) 

Bombav.—Mr, J. LL. Wilson-Goode, H.M. Trade Com, 
missioner (P.O. Box 683), Allahabad Bank Building, 
6, Royal Exchange Place, Calcutta (pending opening of 
Bombay Office). 

Britisit West InpIEs anv Brittsi Honnvuras— 

Trinidad.—Mr. A. J. Pavitt, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
The Red House, Port of Spain, Trinidad. (Telegraphic 
address, ‘‘ Trincom.’’) 

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS— 

Singapore.—Major A. F . G. 
Commissioner, Singapore. 
‘“‘Singcom.’’) 
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Nigeria.—The Comptroller of Customs, Lagos. 

Sierra Leone.—The Colonial Secretary, Freetown. 

Cameroons, British Sphere of.—The Resident, Cameroons 
Province, 


East Arrica— 
The Chief of Customs, Mombasa. 

Tanganyika Territory (formerly German East Africa). 
Mr. C. H. Chambers, Comptroller of Customs, Dar-e 
Salaam. 

Nyasaland.—The Comptroller of Customs, Zomba. 


East INpIES— 
British North Borneo.—The Commissioner of Customs and 
Excise, Sandakan. 
Cevlon.—The Principal Collector of Customs, Colombo. 
Labuan.—The Resident, Labuan. 
Federated Malay States.—The Commissioner of Trade and 
Customs, Kuala Lumpur. 


West INpIES.— 
Antigua.—The Treasurer, Antigua. 
Bahamas.—The Colonial Secretary, Nassau. 
Barbados.—The Colonial Secretary, Bridgetown 
Dominica.—The Treasurer, Dominica. _ 
Grenada.—The Collector of Customs, Grenada. 
Jamaica.—The Colonial Secretary, Kingston. 
Montserrat.—The First Treasury Officer, Montserrat. 
St. Kitts-Nevis.—The Assistant Treasurer, St. Kitts 
St. Lucia.—The Treasurer, St. Lucia. 
St. Vineent.—The Supervisor of Customs, St. Vincent. 
Virgin Islands.—The Commissioner, Virgin Islands. 








RBerwens.—The Colonial Secretary, Bermuda. 
Beitisn Gurana.—The Comptroller of Customs, Georgetown. 
Beitisn Honpuras.—The Colonial Secretary, Belize. 


Cyrprus.—The Chief Controller of Customs and Excise, 
Larnaca. 


FatkLanp Istanps.—The Colonial Secretary, Staniey. 
F'131.—The Receiver-General, Suva. 

GripraLTaR.—The Colonial Secretary. 

Ma.ta.—The Collector of Customs, Valletta. 
Mavritivs.—The Collector of Customs, Port Louis. 
St. Hrerena.—Mr. A. Hands. 

SrycHeLLtes.—The Clerk to the Governor. 


ZANZIBAR.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—sce list above, East 


Africa. 
The Chief Secretary to the Government. 
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